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We are delighted that you are 
considering Blenheim for the 
next stage of your education. 

Choosing where to study after Year 11 
is one of the most important decisions 
you will make; it will influence the path 
you travel in the future and allow you 
to develop lifelong skills and talents.

Selecting the right course of study is 
vital and our dedicated staff are here 
to offer support and guidance to help 
you make those choices. Along with 
your subject selection, all Blenheim 

Sixth Form students also complete 
the Blenheim Graduation Certificate 
which provides an opportunity to 
contribute to the wider life of the 
school and the local community. 
Whether it be organising events for 
charity, assisting lower school students 
with their learning, undertaking a work 
experience placement or participating 
in school productions and sports teams, 
we firmly believe that learning extends 
beyond the classroom, as do university 
admission tutors and employers.

Our Sixth Form offers you the 
opportunity to join an exciting and 
vibrant community where facilities are 
modern and the culture of opportunity 
and responsibility thrives. All students 
benefit from a dedicated café and study 
area, and make use of iPad technology 
to support their learning. We were 
very pleased that we maintained our 
consistently strong results this year with 
21% of A level grades awarded being 
A* - A, and 49% being A* - B. We were 
also delighted that a quarter of all 
university applications this year resulted 

in Blenheim students gaining places 
at Russell Group universities including 
one student gaining a place at Oxford. 
These institutions are internationally 
recognised as providing the very best 
that Higher Education has to offer.

Our leavers are embarking on a 
diverse range of pathways, including 
apprenticeships, employment and 
higher education. We were also 
delighted that OFSTED commented 
that, ‘’The sixth form meets learners’ 
needs well. Good-quality provision 
ensures that these learners achieve 
good outcomes and are effectively 
equipped for the next stage of 
education or for employment.”

Students who make the decision to 
join Blenheim Sixth Form can expect 
to leave us being well qualified 
independent learners, active members 
of the community and confident in the 
pursuit of their chosen goals.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Mr A. A. Bodell, Headteacher 
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ACADEMIC 
SUPPORT

Throughout their time in the 
Blenheim Sixth Form students 
are encouraged to fulfil their 
potential and develop lifelong 
skills within a co-educational 
environment.

We strive to ensure that all students 
are happy and confident in our Sixth 
Form. Our team of Tutors use their 
skills and knowledge to support 
students with both academic and 
personal issues from the moment they 
attend their interview. 

All Sixth Formers have access to their 
own study space, café and balcony 
terrace in the Sixth Form Block, and 
the Learning Resource Centre offers 
dedicated sixth-form only study 
sessions on a daily basis. The library is 
also prioritised for Sixth Form students. 

Students are set targets regularly 
through our mentoring system and 
these are revisited on an individual 
basis. Students have a Personal 
Achievement Tracker which allows 
them to take responsibility for their 
own progress and to be continually 

monitored and encouraged to 
perform the best that they can.

Relationships between students and 
staff in the Sixth Form are excellent. 
Staff are available to see students 
outside of lesson time and with small 
teaching groups, the extended day 
and other help sessions, they will 
always receive individual attention.

Teaching in the sixth form is good and 
meets students’ needs well. Lessons promote 
independent study and provide opportunities for 
students to share their points of view. In practical 
lessons, a problem-solving approach is often 
utilised to enable students to explore and develop 
their own thinking and strategies. Students are 
usually provided with appropriately challenging 
activities and, consequently, they enjoy learning.

Ofsted, January 2017
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At Blenheim, we encourage 
the development of personal 
and leadership skills.

We create a strong sense of community 
responsibility with Sixth Form students 
helping, supporting and mentoring 
younger students. Students are 
encouraged to work on civic, charity 
and fundraising projects and to take an 
active part in Sixth Form Rag Week – 
definitely entertaining!

As part of our Sixth Form, students 
also have the opportunity to achieve 
the Silver and Gold Awards in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme; a 
valuable addition to applications for 
careers and universities. They can also 
enter the Young Enterprise Scheme 
and become a Senior Prefect. Every 
year the Drama department delivers a 
spectacular production and our Sixth 
Form students play leading roles both 
on stage and back stage.

All Sixth Form students complete 
the Blenheim Graduation Certificate; 
achieved by collecting evidence 
of contribution, commitment and 
engagement to the school and local 
community and demonstration of 
individual achievements.

Finally, the Senior Prefects organise 
sports teams, parties, barbecues, 
charity events, House competitions 
and recreational sport, all of which is 
accessible to our Sixth Form community.

LIFE IN THE 
SIXTH FORM

Students say they feel safe and well supported. They 
appreciate the increased independence and responsibilities 
they are given, both personally and academically, and so 
they have greater ownership of their study. Students provide 
good role models for the younger pupils, taking lessons 
seriously and treating each other and staff with respect.

Ofsted, January 2017
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A levels remain the mark  
of a good education and are 
used by both universities  
and employers in their 
selection criteria. 

The majority of employers understand 
the A level standard and measure 
recruits’ intelligence, ability and 
potential using achievement at A 
level. On average, approximately 70% 
of Blenheim sixth form students will 
progress to university, many gaining 
prestigious places at Russell Group 

universities. For the remainder, other 
exciting education, training and 
employment opportunities exist, 
including Higher and Advanced 
Apprenticeships and school 
leaver programmes.

We do not expect all our students 
to have decided on a specific career 
path when they come to choose 
their A levels but they will have ideas 
about their strengths, skills, values 
and about the type of environment 
or general sector they may wish to 
work in. When choosing subjects for 
study at Key Stage 5, we encourage 

students to think about the subjects 
they are really interested in, can achieve 
their best grades in as well as any 
career considerations or university 
entry requirements. 

We encourage students to think 
about how the combination of their 
subject choices can open up wider 
opportunities. During Year 12 and 
Year 13 all students will receive a 1 to 
1 careers interview to support post 
16 decisions. In addition, we have a 
comprehensive careers library based 
in our Learning Resource Centre.

POST 18  
PROGRESSION

The guidance and support pupils receive for 
academic and career choices are very good. Prior 
to transitions between key stages and leaving the 
school, pupils have interviews with the well-informed 
careers counsellor. They visit universities and listen 
to speakers to gather a broad perspective on what is 
available. Pupils very much appreciate the advice and 
support given.

Ofsted, January 2017
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MAKING YOUR 
CHOICES

JOINING OUR  
SIXTH FORM

If successful at interview, you will receive 
a letter confirming your place in our 
Sixth Form and you will be invited to 
join us for our Sixth Form Induction 
Programme at the beginning of July – 
an opportunity to experience the life of 
a Sixth Form student at Blenheim and a 
chance to ‘sample’ your chosen courses, 
designed to help with the transition from 
Year 11 to Year 12.

The first step in applying for a place is to fill 
in the Application Form, which can be found 
on our website. You will then be invited to 
join us for an interview with an experienced 
member of staff during which we will 
discuss your proposed programme of study 
and help you plan the best pathway.

How do I apply for Blenheim 
Sixth Form? 

Ask yourself the following 
questions:
Q: What subjects do I enjoy/really 
interest me? Have a look at our Course 
Guides online for full details of each 
course and what it entails. This is an 
important decision - you will be studying 
them for the next 2 years!

Q: Which subjects am I good at? You 
will need to meet the minimum entry 
requirements for the courses you choose.

Q: Which subjects am I qualified to study? 
Do you meet the course entry requirements 
shown on the individual subject guides? 

Q: Are there any new subjects that sound 
interesting to me? Take time to talk to 
subject staff and read our subject guides.

Q: Do I have a particular career in mind? 
If so, research what qualifications you will 
need to study.

Q: Is there a particular course I am 
interested in studying or a particular 
University I would like to attend? If so, 
research what grades / subjects you are 
likely to need. Look at University websites, 
ucas.com, or speak with Sixth Form and 
careers staff.



September 2019 will see the 
second year of Blenheim’s new 
girls’ only football Academy.

The new Sixth Form Football 
Academy in Epsom allows girls 
aged 16-18 to benefit from the 
unique opportunity of having an 
academic-led post-16 education 
and being able to gain A-level 
qualifications alongside a full 
programme of professional 
football coaching.

With women’s football one of the 
fastest growing participation sports 
in England, the Academy gives young 
women the opportunity to pursue 
their footballing dreams while getting 
a wider understanding of sport and 
exercise science, and the great career 
opportunities the industry offers.

The creation of this academy 
demonstrates not only our 
commitment to our students but also 
an ambition to engage and serve the 
local and wider community. Chelsea 
Foundation and Blenheim High School 
both fundamentally believe in a growth 
mind-set, with the principle of constant 
improvement at the centre of all work. 
It is this common philosophy that has 
helped create a unique girls’ football 
academy that delivers excellent football 
development opportunities coupled 
with a high-quality post–16 education.

A raft of further opportunities also 
present themselves to the girls who are 
selected, with the Chelsea Foundation 
able to offer potential employment 
opportunities, direct links with St Mary’s 
University in Twickenham, and a variety 
of player pathways.

Full details of trial dates, Open Events 
and the coaching programme can be 
found online.

GIRLS’ FOOTBALL 
ACADEMY 

IN ASSOCIATION WITH CHELSEA FC FOUNDATION
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If you think you are beaten, you are, 
If you think you dare not, you don’t, 

If you like to win, but you think you can’t, 
It is almost certain you won’t.

If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost, 
For out of the world we find, 

Success begins with a fellow’s will, 
It’s all in the state of mind.

If you think you are outclassed, you are, 
You’ve got to think high to rise, 

You’ve got to be sure of yourself before, 
You can ever win a prize.

Life’s battles don’t always go, 
To the stronger or faster person, 

But sooner or later the one who wins, 
Is the one who thinks they can.

By Walter D. Wintle

THINKING

Tel: 01372 745333    Email: headteacher@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
 follow us on Twitter @BlenheimEpsom

Full course details can be found online.


