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Miss Ferguson
Editor

 

WELCOME MESSAGE

Back again for our festive special, Blenheim Book Club
students have remained committed to being part of a
community driven by a love for reading. The Student
Newspaper is in full swing, meeting each week to bring
you the best news from around the school. From
Christmas crafts to festivities around the world, The
Blenheim Chronicles will infuse the Christmas spirit
from school to home. 

Sit back with a hot chocolate and your favourite
Christmas jumper and enjoy!
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I SPY CHRISTMAS
"These decorations are tree-mendous."



A common tradition that most households enjoy doing is
decorating a tree. It’s a thing that most family’s do around
the beginning of this festive holiday together to mark the
start of Christmas. But the Christmas tree didn’t start in
England, in fact it originated in Germany and was brought
to many parts of the world. 

The first record of a Christmas tree on display was in 1830
Pennsylvania, although there has been earlier records of
Christmas trees, such as the December of 1800 when
George III, German wife, Queen Charlotte, set up the first
Christmas tree at Queens lodge. Since 1947 Britain has
been gifted a Christmas tree by Norway as a token of
gratitude for Britain's support during World War II and is
erected in Trafalgar Square. 
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THE HISTORY OF
CHRISTMAS

DO YOU KNOW WHERE YOUR CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS
COME FROM?

Christmas is celebrated by many households around
the world. There are many traditions started
hundreds of years ago that are continued today, such
as Christmas dinner, putting up a tree and decorating.
But do you know where they all originated from?

Christmas is known mainly for the birth of Jesus, but
even earlier then that, the term ‘Yule’ comes from the
Anglo-Saxon word ‘geōl’ which referred to the winter
solstice. 

The winter solstice (also called hibernal solstice) is
when the sun is the furthest away from the northern
hemisphere, this is normally on the 21st or 22nd of
December each year. There is also a summer solstice
where the sun is the furthest north in the northern
hemisphere. During the winter solstice, the sun
travels the shortest path through the sky resulting in
less day light and a longer night. There are traditions
like having bonfires, gift giving and making lanterns
to hang up.

Researcher: Ronnie Gentry
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Krampus is Santa Claus’ evil twin and it is believed that, during the
Christmas season, he takes naughty kids and eats them in his lair.

The story of Krampus originates from Germany and it is believed that
the name is derived from the German masculine noun “Krampen”, which
translates to “claw”. The story first appeared in the 12th century. It is
also said to be the son of Hel in Norse mythology. 

Krampus is a half goat half demon monster who punishes naughty kids
at Christmas. This contrasts Santa whom, as you probably know,
rewards the good kids with presents and toys. Krampus is believed to
carry a bundle of sticks and swat naughty kids. He would then
(according to alpine folklore) capture the naughty kids in a basket and
take them down to the underworld. He would do this in the evening
before the 6th of December. This is known as Krampusnacht (Krampus
night). He is also known to punish naughty adults too. While he sounds
powerful, he is said to have a weakness: if you give him a piece of fruit
he will sit and share it with whoever is there and be polite. Finally, he
will leave, hurting no one. 

While the story of Krampus changes from culture to culture, it stays
pretty much the same when it comes to two key details: he’s Santa's
evil twin and he will punish naughty kids. The next time you’re naughty
around Christmas, beware! 

CHRISTMAS LEGEND
LET'S TAKE A LOOK AT OUR CHRISTMAS LEGEND:

KRAMPUS

Researcher: Lyra McLaren
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A beautiful and distinguished family.

A private island.

A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.

A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship

turns destructive.

A revolution. An accident. A secret.

Lies upon lies.

True love.

The truth.

This book is somewhat strange. The writing style is
definitely unique to this author, using objects and
feelings to describe characters from the main character
Cady’s point of view. An example being “His nose was
dramatic, his mouth sweet. Skin deep brown, hair black
and waving. Body wired with energy... Ambition and
strong coffee”. However, We Were Liars lacks the real
emotion that it so desperately tries to convey to
readers. This book is an affectation. It’s a studied
display of pretend feeling. 

I’m on the fence about this book. It is very traumatic,
and the ending is truly heartbreaking. But the style of
writing is one that just doesn’t sit right with me. If you
do end up reading We Were Liars, send me an email and
tell me what you thought. We can discuss the
differences and similarities in our opinion of the story.

Happy reading! 
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BOOKMARKED
WE WERE LIARS BY E. LOCKHART

Book Reviewer: Izzy Clements

"We Were Liars lacks the real emotion that it so
desperately tried to convey."

"I'm on the fence
about this book"

Izzy Clements (icjones19@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk)
 

Topic discussed (TW): arson, death, dissociation, grief, racism 



WORDSEARCH
CHRISTMAS ACTIVITY

Jolly
Holiday
Family
Festive

Joy
Carols

 

Presents
Celebrate 

Games
Christmas 
Decorating 

Merry
Fun

Content Creator: Ronnie Gentry



Harry Kane blazed a late penalty over the bar as England's
World Cup dreams ended with a 2-1 defeat in the quarter-
finals to defending champions France. His first penalty had
taken Kane level with Wayne Rooney's England scoring
record of 53 goals and meant he'd scored more penalties in
normal time at World Cups than any player ever.

But with six minutes to play, and the pressure huge, he
smashed his second spot kick high over the bar. Kane
looked devastated. There was no way back and at the final
whistle, he was inconsolable.

Three Chinese astronauts have landed back on Earth after six
months spent completing construction of the Tiangong
station, state TV reported. Commander Chen Dong and
astronauts Liu Yang and Cai Xuzhe touched down in a capsule
at a landing site in the Gobi Desert in northern China at
around 12.10pm, according to China Central Television.

Prince William and Princess Kate celebrated the close of
their whirlwind trip to Boston on Friday with a star-
studded ceremony announcing the Earthshot Prize
winners. 
The event celebrated and awarded funding to
environmental projects that will better the world for
future generations, and among the people who handed
out awards were David Beckham, Home Alone star
Catherine O'Hara and No Time to Die star Rami Malek,
while Billie Eilish performed remotely for audiences.

AROUND THE
WORLD

CHINESE ASTRONAUTS LAND BACK
ON EARTH AFTER SIX-MONTH

MISSION

PRINCE WILLIAM AND PRINCESS
KATE JOIN DAVID BECKHAM FOR

STAR-STUDDED EARTHSHOT PRIZE
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On these pages, we will look at key, topical
events that are taking place all across the

world. Learn all about politics, upcoming key
dates and more!

WORLD CUP 2022 
FRANCE 2-1 ENGLAND  

 

Source: Sky News 2022

Source: Sky Sports 2022

Source: Hello! Magazine 2022

News Reporter: Elloise Burrow



12 THINGS TO DO
BEFORE CHRISTMAS

Creative Reporter: Ashley Araujo
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Are you looking for something to do to get you in
the Christmas Spirit? Complete these activities and

you'll be counting down the seconds until
Christmas Day! 

Enjoy a Hot Chocolate

Make Christmas Ornaments

Do some Christmas Baking

Design some festive wrapping

paper

Watch a Christmas movie

Make your own Christmas

gifts

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7. Make your own stocking stuffers

8. Decorate your stockings

9. Make your pet a Christmas

costume

10. Make some festive treats for

your pet

11. Make Christmas decorations

12. Make your own snowglobe



ETYMOLOGY
Tier 2 Vocabulary
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This is my etymology article. Etymology is the study of
the history of words such as a word may come from Latin
and eventually may become a word in modern English.
This process can take a long time, hundreds, even
thousands of years! This is because, since the origins of
humanity, we have had a desire to communicate.
However, over time, our language develops (and it still
does). In maybe a couple hundred years what we say
could well be very different compared to what is said
then. Language also takes small steps like when slang
terms are used. 

Also, etymology helps looking at other languages, you
know cognates (words that sound the same and often
mean the same thing but from two different languages)
often start at the same word, e.g. a French word could
sound the same to an English word because they both
probably derived from Latin or another ancient
language.

A chestnut is a hard brown nut that can be roasted and
eaten. Chestnuts feature in the “Christmas song” in the
line “chestnuts roasting on an open fire”. You can also
use the phrase “an old chestnut” which is a story or
subject that has become boring due to repetition. The
etymology of “chestnut” comes from an older English
term “chesten nut”. Chesten nut can be traced back
further to the Old French word chastain - which in
modern French is now châtaigne. Chastain comes from
Castanea which is Latin. The chestnut tree’s scientific
name is Castanea Sativa just like the Latin word for
chestnut. Castanea comes from Ancient Greek
κάστανον which means sweet chestnut. κάστανον is
likely to have come from Doric Greek for wood which is
κάστον. 

Language Reporter: Alekesander Jones

I’m sure you have heard of chestnuts,
chimneys and tinsel. But do you know where
the words come from? This article will be

delving into these three words.

Chestnut
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Chimney

Tinsel consists of thin strips of sparkling
material attached to a thread, that you
hang on your Christmas tree. Tinsel is a
common decoration at Christmas time. In
French, tinsel is 'guirlandes de Noël' and in
Spanish it is 'oropel'. The etymology of
chestnut begins at the Latin word
'scintilla' which means 'a spark'. Scintilla
eventually became 'estinceler' which is old
French for the verb “to sparkle”. Before
becoming tinsel in Middle English,
estinceler combined with another old
French word, estincele which meant
“spark”. Finally, estinceler and estincele
along with the Anglo-French word -
tencele - became what today is now
known as “tinsel”.

Chimneys are the pipes that often petrude
from your rooftop to traditionally release
steam from your fireplace. In traditional
tales Santa Claus would come down your
chimney. Chimney is actually Middle English
originally meaning “denoting a fireplace or
furnace” as oppose to the actual pipe.
Chimney comes from the Old French
“cheminee” which meant fireplace, just like
Middle English chimney. Cheminee comes
from late Latin “caminata” which is similar
to Latin for “room with a fireplace” - camera
caminata. Caminata came from Latin for
forge or furnace which was caminus. Finally,
caminus came from Greek “kaminos” which
meant “oven”.

Tinsel



WHICH COUNTRIES DON'T
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS?
Not every culture celebrates Christmas. Here are a few that

don't!
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As a country with predominantly Buddhist citizens,
Christmas in Mongolia is not considered a public
holiday. Instead, they celebrate the first of January
and the Mongolian New Year, known as Tsagaan
Sar for three days at the beginning of the lunar
month. 

Despite not celebrating Christmas, there is a
festive atmosphere throughout the country in
December as Mongolians incorporate Christmas
with New Year’s festivities. They put up New Year’s
trees, decorations, parties and have Grandpa
Winter instead of Santa. 

Researcher: Elloise Burrow

Although considered to be a national holiday, public Christmas celebrations had been prohibited in
the tiny oil-rich Islamic state of Brunei since 2015. With violators facing up to five years in prison or a
fine of US $20,000, or both, only chosen communities with high rate of non-muslim members are
allowed to publicly celebrate. 

Mongolia

Brunei

For most Israelis, Christmas is considered to be a
‘normal working day’ and, unless the 25th of
December falls on a weekend or you visit tourist
areas with churches, you're unlikely to see many
signs of Christmas in major cities like Jerusalem.

Hanukkah, the Jewish festival of lights, is
frequently celebrated around the same time as
Christmas. In 2022, Hanukkah will last from the
evening of Sunday, December 18th to the evening of
Monday, December 26th. 

Israel
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Christmas is just another winter day for most North Koreans, although celebrations take place in
state-controlled churches, mainly for the benefit of tourists.The holiday is completely unknown to
the majority of North Koreans as any form of religious practice is not allowed. 

Outside of the major cities such as Marrakech, Casablanca or Rabat, you won’t find any notion of
Christmas. Most people go on with their day as normal, children go to school, and a large portion of
the population have no idea that it’s Christmas. As an Islamic nation, the country does not consider
Christmas a public holiday

There are many other countries around the world that don't celebrate Christmas to
the same extent as the UK! 

 
Do you know one? Come and find a member of The Blenheim Chronicles and let us

know! 

DO YOU KNOW ANY
OTHER COUNTRIES?

fergusonp@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk (Rossetti)
biddle@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk (Atwood)

North Korea

Morocco
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HOW TO DRAW...
Artist: Freya Collins
A Snowman

Start by drawing
the eyes, nose
and mouth. For
the mouth, all of
the buttons can
be different
sizes.

1. 2. Next, draw a 'U'
shape for your
snowman's head and
finish off the top with
the beginning of the
hat.

3. Next, draw the
pom-pom and the rest
of the hat. The bottom
of the hat should line
up with the
snowman's head.
Also, draw the scarf
and add striped
details.

4. Now, draw the
ground. Where you
draw the ground
determines how tall
your snowman will be.
Next, draw the body
with two curved lines
going from the scarf
to the ground.

5. Next, draw three
buttons, the second
part of the scarf and
some twig arms. You
can make the arms
wiggly to they look
like they came from
a tree.

6. The final step if to add colour. You can
also add some lumps of snow around the
snowman for decor.
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HOW TO DRAW...
Artist: Freya Collins

Buddy the elf and friends

Draw the eyes
and eyebrows.
The eyes are
very detailed to
make the
character seem
more realistic.

1. 2. Next, draw the nose,
mouth, head, ears and
the fringe of the hair.

3. Then, draw the
hat and the rest of
the hair. You could
add a feather onto
the hat for extra
decoration.

5. Next, draw the
legs and the shoes.
The shoes are
slightly curled as
they are elf shoes. 

4. Next, draw the
body. Add a belt and
some cuffs. 

6. Draw a 3D iceberg for Buddy to stand on
and start Mr. Narwal with a hook shape.
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HOW TO DRAW...
Artist: Freya Collins

Buddy the elf and friends

7. Finish off Mr. Narwal
and add ripples in the
water to look like they
are floating.

8. Finally, add some colour.
Buddy the Elf's colours are
green and yellow.
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COLOURING

© 2019 Crayola. Serpentine Design®
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COLOURING

© 2019 Crayola. Serpentine Design®



A wheel of Camembert
Sea Salt
Dried Chilli Flakes
Cranberry sauce
Tortillas (wraps)
Oil to fry tortillas

Ingredients

Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas mark 6.
Unwrap the camembert from its packaging, then place it on a
baking tray.
Slash the cheese a few times and sprinkle on some sea salt and a
pinch of dried chilli flakes.
Bake on a baking tray for 20 mins until gooey. 

Preheat a saucepan of oil up to 180°c.
Cut the tortillas into pizza shaped slices, as many as you want.
Fry them in the oil for 2 minutes until golden and crispy.

Top the baked Camembert with some cranberry sauce and serve
with your freshly fried tortilla slices.
Finally, enjoy!

To Bake the Camembert:
1.
2.

3.

4.

To Make the Fried Tortillas:
1.
2.
3.

To Serve:
1.

2.
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CHRISTMAS FEAST
Guest Baker: Liliana Oliveira

The festive season is a brilliant time to bring together family and friends around the
dinner table to enjoy a wonderful winter meal. In this festive edition of the Blenheim

Chronicles, I’ve gathered some awesome recipes for you to try out at home so that you
can have a feast worthy of the Cratchit’s Christmas Dinner!

Baked Camembert



Tip the porcini into a bowl and pour over 250ml boiling water. Leave for 20 mins to
soften and plump up, scoop out the mushrooms with a slotted spoon and finely chop,

then strain the liquid (leaving behind the last drop as it might contain grit) and set
aside.

Set aside about half the wild mushrooms, choosing those with the best shape, then
finely chop the remainder. Chop 1 shallot very finely. Heat a large frying pan, add the

butter and 1 tbsp olive oil, then cook the chopped shallot and garlic over a medium
heat for 3-5 mins until softened. Tip in the chopped porcini and stir around the pan for

2 mins. Add the chopped mushrooms to the frying pan along with the thyme sprigs.
Cook for 10 mins until lightly browned and any liquid has evaporated. Leave to cool. 

Place the beef on a board. Take a sharp knife and make a slice lengthways along the
fillet, about one-third of the way down, so it folds out like a book. One side of the beef
should now be thicker than the other. Make another lengthways slice along the thick
half of beef so the beef unfolds to a flat, evenly thick piece of meat, about the size of

an A4 page. Spread the mushroom mixture all over the beef and season really well.
Tightly roll up the beef to reform into a log and tie about 8 pieces of string around to

secure well.
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6. Place a large heavy-based roasting tin over a high

heat on the hob (ensure that it will fit in your oven beforehand). Heat some more butter
and the other 1 tbsp oil in the tin, then fry the beef, turning every couple of mins, until

well browned all over. This will take about 10 mins.
Tip the whole shallots into the tin around the beef and toss them in the oil. Roast for

20-25 mins for rare, 35 mins for medium and 45 mins for well done. If you have a thick
piece of meat, it may take a little longer. Ten mins before the end of cooking, stir the

whole mushrooms around the pan, coating well in the oil and juices, then leave to roast
alongside the meat and shallots. Leave the meat to rest on a board for 10-15 mins and

keep the vegetables warm in a serving dish while you make the sauce.

Place the tin back on the hob. Stir in the flour, mixing well into any oil in the pan, then
very carefully pour over the brandy, making sure you don’t pour straight from the

bottle. Use a small whisk to stir in the brandy, scraping up all the lovely browned bits
from the tin. When the brandy has nearly boiled away, pour over the strained

mushroom liquid and beef stock. Cook for about 5 mins until the liquid just coats the
back of a spoon, then stir in the mustard and crème fraîche. Season, sprinkle with

parsley and pour into a gravy boat. Cut the beef into thick slices and serve with the
vegetables, gravy and some potatoes, if you like.

To make the mushroom filling:
1.

2.

 
To make the beef:

1.

2.

3.

 
To make the sauce:

1.
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Truthfully, there is nothing yummier than a roast dinner in the winter! But why not spice up your regular roast with a
delicious roast fillet of beef with mushroom stuffing, served with a delicious sauce and some veggies of your

choosing!

Roast Beef

Ingredients:
• 25g dried porcini mushrooms

• 400g wild mushroom
• 200g shallots

• knob of butter, plus extra for roasting
• 2 tbsp olive oil

• 1 garlic clove, crushed
• 2 thyme sprigs

• 1.5kg/3lb 5oz beef fillet
 

For the sauce:
• 1 tbsp plain flour

• 3 tbsp brandy
• 400ml hot beef stock

• 2 tsp wholegrain mustard
• 2 tbsp crème fraîche

• handful parsley, chopped
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Ingredients:
• Pie dough-

• Short-crust pastry (shop-bought) 
 

Filling:
• 4 Red Apples (I'd recommend Jazz Apples)

• 25g of light brown muscovado sugar
• 25g unsalted butter

• ½ of a lemon (unwaxed zest and juice)
• ½ tsp of ground cinnamon

• ½ tsp of mixed spice
• Pinch of ground cloves

• ½ tsp of vanilla bean paste 
 

Decoration-
• Egg-white

• Caster sugar for dusting
 

Flatten the pastry with a rolling pin and cut into two equal squares
Chill for 2 hours
Dust the work surface with flour, and roll one pastry piece into a neat 50 cm x 18 cm
rectangle, about 0.2 cm thick.
Trim the edges and cut into 8 rectangles 12cm x 8cm in size.
Repeat for the other pastry piece.

Peel, quarter and core the apples, then cut into 0.3cm-thick slices.
Tip into a medium saucepan,  and add the muscovado sugar, butter, lemon zest and
juice, spices and vanilla.
Set over a medium-low heat, mix to combine, half-cover the pan with a lid and cook
for about 15 minutes.
Stir occasionally, until the apples are soft and most of the excess juice has cooked
off.
Set aside to cool.

Divide the apple mixture between 8 of the pastry rectangles, leaving a 1cm border
around the edges.
Lightly brush the edges of each rectangle with a little bit of water and carefully place
another rectangle over the top.
Press the edges together lightly but securely with your fingers or a fork to seal the
pies.
Carefully cut 2 thin lines into the top of each mini pie to allow steam to escape.
Chill the pies for 20 mins.

Preheat the oven to 190C (gas mark 5).
Beat the egg-white with a fork and brush over each pie.
Mix some cinnamon with the caster sugar and sprinkle over the top.
Bake in the middle of the oven for 22-25 mins until crisp and golden.
Serve hot or warm with ice cream, custard or cream and enjoy!

To prepare the pastry:
1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

To make the filling:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

To shape the pies:
1.

2.

3.

4.
5.

To bake:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Winter is a great time to whip out the warm, filling desserts. Topped with some custard or cream, a good pie can
really bring home that festive spirit. And what better way to start than with some Mini Spiced Apple Pies!

 

Spiced Apple Pies



CHRISTMAS CARDS
Creative Reporter: Lucy Harvey
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Piece of brown paper
Scissors
Glue stick
Googly eyes
A4 card 
Red and brown felt tip pens 

Fold the piece of A4 card into a card shape.
Secondly, cut the brown paper into a triangle
the fold the point of the triangle down and
stick it onto the card. 
Then, with the red pen, draw Rudolf a bright
red nose.
Use the brown pen for the antlers, feel free to
decorate them! 
Finally, stick on your googly eyes!

What you need: 

1.
2.

3.

4.

5.

Welcome to Christmas card ideas! Are you stuck on a card idea for your family/
friends? No worries! These lovely Christmas card design will be enough to put a smile

on anyone's face.

Rudolf the Reindeer
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Paint or felt tip pens (various colours to
make your picture light up!) 
A4 card

Fold the piece of A4 card into a card shape
Then, use the black colour to make a black
squiggly line across the card. 
Finally, make your lights! (Make a very
long circle on some silver rectangles)

What you need: 

1.
2.

3.

Christmas Lights

A4 red card.
A picture of your favourite memory.
White postcard pen.
Glue stick.
Silver glitter.
Scissors.

Fold the piece of A4 card into a card shape.
Then, cut a circle on your cover. 
Then, put some glue in a rectangle and pour
glitter on it.
After that, decorate it with the white postage
pen. 
Finally, glue in your photo of your favourite
memory.

What you need: 

1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Memory Snow Globe

Have you got any other ideas? Feel free to make up your own and
give them to a loved one to enjoy this Christmas! 



CHRISTMAS CRAFTS
Creative Reporter: Ella Carro
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First, draw a line
down the length
of your A4
paper. Make
sure this is 4cm
in width.

1.

How to make a name tag...
A4 paper 
Pen
Scissors
Ribbon/Decorations

What you need: 

2. Next, fold over
the side of paper
and cut along the
drawn line. 

3. Once you have
done this, cut the
left over paper in
half.

4. After this, poke a
hole through the top
of each section. 

5. Finally, push your
favourite ribbon
through the hole
and tie a knot to
make a loop. Now
you can add this to
your wrapped
presents. 
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Creative Reporter: Ella Carro

How to wrap an oddly shaped
present...

4. After this, tape
the edges down and
then open your
wrapping paper up. 

2. Tape the
wrapping paper
around the present
so it fits perfectly.
Take the present
out and fold the end
over.

3. Next, flatten the
wrapping paper and
fold the edges over. 

First, place the
present on top
of your chosen
wrapping paper
and cut the end
so it fits easily. 

1.

5. Once completed,
pop your present
into your secured
wrapping.

6. Finally, poke a
hole through the top
and add your bow,
or even a tag that
you have just made!

Wrapping paper
Scissors
Sellotape
Ribbon/Decorations

What you need: 
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VIDEO GAME NEWS
Gaming reporter: Jasper Waghorn

With many games to look forward, to let’s have a look at what games you can get
at the moment. There are so many options depending on what platform you play
on!

One of the best games from 2022 is the brand-new Forza Horizon 5 which you will
be able to buy for cheaper on the Steam Christmas sale. 

With Marvel getting popular within the last few years, people will be excited to
hear about the new Guardians of the Galaxy game which was recently released.

Welcome to the video
game column, here

you will get all your
latest news on the

upcoming video game
releases. 

New releases
In 2023 we have got some massive
games releasing like Minecraft's new
game Minecraft Legends which is
releasing in early 2023. 

Another massive release is the new
Zelda: Breath of a Wild 2 which will
be releasing as a Nintendo exclusive
in May 2023. 

Current favourites



TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
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"Its not the destination
but the journey itself that

is the best part." 

Miss Biddle - Teacher of English
The Blenheim chronicles

What made you think of starting The Blenheim
Chronicles

I just love the idea of giving students an opportunity to
write about something they love! When Miss Ferguson
mentioned she wanted to create the newspaper this
year, I jumped at the chance to help her. 

What is the main thing you have learnt during  your
time here at Blenheim?

Since being at Blenheim I have learnt, regardless of
ability, everyone wants to try their hardest to achieve.
Blenheim has some of the nicest, positive children I have
had the pleasure to teach and I am very excited to see
how they flourish throughout high school. 

What made you want to teach English?
When I was at school, English was my favourite subject. I
am also an avid reader and love sharing my passion for
the subject every day! Coming from a family of teachers,
it seemed like the perfect profession. 

What was your favourite book and why?
Lord of the Rings by J.R.R Tolkien 
I love the world Tolkien has built and I would love to be
transported to The Shire or Rivendell for the day to live
amongst the characters! 

What would you teach if you couldn’t teach English?
I would love to teach History or Government and Politics.
I think it is important to help students learn from the past
but also to give students the tools to do their part in
changing the future! 

What are you most looking forward to this year? 
I am rather excited to teach Power and Conflict poetry to
my year 10 students. A lot of them have declared a
hatred for poetry and, as a poetry enthusiast, I am
determined to change it! 
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Modern Foreign Languages
 French with Madam Anderson

Écrit par : Luke
Kelly

LNoël est peut-être la fête la plus célébrée dans le monde.
Puisque Noël est célébré dans le monde entier, les traditions
sont différentes pour chaque pays.

En France, les enfants aiment beaucoup le Père Noël parce
qu’il répond toujours à leurs lettres ! Traditionnellement les
enfants français mettent leurs chaussures devant la cheminée
en espérant que le Père Noël les remplira de cadeaux. Le père
Noël livre les cadeaux la nuit de six décembre.

Une autre tradition pour Noël en France est affichée une
crèche. Cette tradition est la plus populaire en Provence. Les
figurines sont appelées santons. Ils comprennent les
personnages de la crèche et aussi les habitants et les
bâtiments d’un village provençal. Cependant les figurines de
Rois Mages sont affichées le 5 janvier parce que selon la bible,
ils arrivent à l’étables en cette nuit-là.

La veille de Noël, les français mangent un repas spécial appelé
le réveillon de Noël. Pendant ce repas ils mangent treize
déserts. Ils sont connus par les treize déserts ou les calenos.

Les traditions de Noël en France
Les fêtes en France, elles sont un peu différentes que celles
en Angleterre. D’abord, les fêtes principales, c’est le vingt-
quatre, le réveillon et il n’y pas de l’après-Noël. 

D’habitude la maison est décorée avec un sapin de Noël et une
crèche de Noël avec des petites figurines. Ensuite, Le jour de
rois est un jour spécial, le six janvier et c’est la fête nationale.
C’est le jour quand les sages hommes ont vu Jésus en
Bethléem. C’est quand vous mettez les rois figurines dans la
crèche de Noël. 

Souvent, la famille prépare un bon gâteau avec une petite
figurine dedans, ou plus souvent, une pièce ou une noix. Si
vous trouvez l’objet, on devient roi pour un seul jour, on aurait
de la bonne chance et on doit faire du gâteau l’année
prochaine. Finalement, le jour de St Nicholas est une fête qui
prend lieu, dans la nuit du cinq au six décembre. 

C’est Saint Nicolas qui passe dans les maisons pour apporter
aux enfants sages des friandises (fruits secs, mandarines,
gâteaux, bonbons, chocolats et surtout de grands pains
d’épices représentant le saint évêque) Joyeux Noël, tout le
monde!

Écrit par : Anya
Trowsdale
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Como en muchas partes del mundo, la Navidad es un tiempo muy
mágico y especial en España. Es un tiempo lleno de celebraciones
y alegrías, con muchas tradiciones tradicionales en cada parte del
país. Una tradición es la comida típica de la región, como las tapas
y el marisco que juegan una parte tan importante en un plato
navideño español.
La mayoría de las costumbres de España por Navidad tienen
varios siglos de historia. Destacan los típicos belenes, que
provienen de una tradición italiana del siglo XIV, o el Roscón de
Reyes, cuyo origen pagano data de la “fiesta de los esclavos”
celebrada durante las Saturnales romanas.
Durante la Navidad, los hogares españoles se llenan de color, algo
que no es exclusivo de nuestro país. Sin embargo, en España
existe un elemento diferenciado, que acompaña a las típicas
guirnaldas y árboles de Navidad. Se trata de los belenes,
pequeñas ciudades en miniatura que recrean pasajes de la
tradición católica como el Nacimiento de Jesús o la Adoración de
los Reyes.
El origen de los belenes se remonta al siglo XIV, cuando las
iglesias italianas exhibían por Navidad grandes figuras de
terracota (a veces, de tamaño real) que representaban estas
escenas religiosas.
Con el tiempo, se hicieron versiones de nacimientos más pequeñas
para que pudieran ponerse en todos los hogares. Su llegada a
España se produjo en el siglo XV. Las piezas del pesebre o portal
de Belén clásico son San José, la Virgen María, el Niño, la mula, el
buey, el Arcángel San Gabriel y los Tres Reyes Magos, aunque los
tamaños, opciones y variedades de belenes son prácticamente
infinitos.
El 22 de diciembre es un día lleno de ilusión, porque esta fecha se
celebra el sorteo extraordinario de la Lotería de Navidad. Casi
todo el mundo quiere participar y, durante los meses previos a la
Navidad, las personas compran décimos de lotería que pueden
compartirse con amigos o familiares (para repartir la suerte). El
primer sorteo de la Lotería de Navidad se celebró en 1812. Desde
1957, se emite en directo por televisión, y es habitual que la gente
lo siga en directo. ¿Lo más emblemático? Los niños de San
Ildefonso, encargados de cantar los números agraciados.
Como curiosidad, decir que el 22 de diciembre también es,
oficiosamente, el Día de la Salud: de esta forma, las personas que
no son agraciadas en el sorteo apelan que, al menos, tienen buena
salud.

Se trata de una de las costumbres más arraigadas de la Navidad
española, aunque con el tiempo se está perdiendo. En España la
costumbre es que los niños vayan casa por casa cantando villancicos
(género musical que hace referencia a la Navidad), con zambombas y
panderetas, a cambio de un “aguinaldo” que puede ser dinero, caramelos
o dulces típicos de estas fechas, como turrones o polvorones.En España
también es costumbre que las empresas hagan un regalo a sus
empleados, normalmente “cestas de Navidad” con productos típicos
como turrones, mazapanes, mantecados, peladillas, cava o sidra.
También Una de las tradiciones navideñas más curiosas de España

es comer 12 uvas, a las 12 de la noche, del 31 de diciembre. Y es que,
según la cultura popular, hacerlo nos dará suerte en el nuevo año.
Comeremos una uva con cada campanada y como símbolo de cada mes.
Algunas fuentes aseguran que este gesto comenzó en Madrid cuando, a
finales del siglo XIX, las clases populares se reunieron en la puerta del
Sol para comer uvas con las campanadas como protesta (o como burla)
de la tradición burguesa de comer uvas y champán en la cena de fin de
año. Con el tiempo, la idea se extendió y popularizó, y hoy en día pocos
españoles se resisten a dar la bienvenida al Año Nuevo sin sus uvas de la
suerte.

El origen del Roscón de Reyes se remonta a las Saturnales romanas,
cuando, en la fiesta de los esclavos, se metía dentro del pan un haba
como símbolo de prosperidad. Esta tradición se mantuvo especialmente
en Francia, donde cada año, antes de llegar el invierno, las familias
pudientes se

reunían para comer este pan dulce y ver quién era el afortunado al que le
salía la preciada legumbre. Esta celebración se conocía como “el Rey del
haba”. Según algunas fuentes, en el siglo XVIII, el cocinero del entonces
rey Luis XV de Francia decidió introducir en el roscón, además del haba,
una moneda de oro, símbolo de la fortuna. Y aunque la tradición de comer
el roscón era conocida en España, el rey Felipe V trajo esta nueva
modalidad de introducir una moneda, siendo su significado distinto
desde entonces: quien encontraba la moneda tenía la suerte y quien
encontraba el haba (tonto del haba) pagaba el roscón. Una tradición
sigue vigente en muchos hogares españoles el día de Reyes y que pone
fin a las celebraciones navideñas. Desde Españolé queremos que
disfrutes de estas fechas especiales y creemos que estas costumbres de
España en Navidad te ayudarán a hacerlo. Además, de esta forma
conocerás algunas curiosidades de la cultura española. ¡Feliz Navidad y
Próspero Año Nuevo!

Modern Foreign Languages 
Spanish with Señora Anderson
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Escrito por : Sebastian Adamovici
¿Como se celebra la Navidad en España?
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WHAT'S HAPPENING IN THE
THEATRE WORLD RIGHT

NOW?
My name is Izzy and I will be your host
for our Christmas term instalment of
What’s Happening in Theatre World
right now? The cast has been released
for Elf the Musical, which previews the
week beginning the 14th November
and opens fully on the 24th, with it
closing on the 7th January next year.

A new concert production of The
Nightmare Before Christmas will be
taking place in the OVO Arena in
Wembley on the 9th and 10th
December, including Danny Elfman, the
original Jack Skellington, and Phoebe
Bridgers. A Christmas Carol at the Old
Vic Theatre has announced further
casting and will be showing from the
12th November 2022 to the 7th January
2023. The Nutcracker will be back in
theatres this Christmas, along with the
annual West End Does: Christmas
show.

Critic: Izzy Clements



In other exciting news, Rodger’s +
Hammerstein’s Cinderella is set to run in
Manchester from the 1st November to the 11th
December this year! Jacob Fowler and Grace
Mouat are playing Ella and Prince Topher,
alongside Annie Aitken (as Madame), Julie
Yammanee (as Marie/Fairy Godmother), Lee
Ormsby (as Sebastian), Matthew McDonald
(as Lord Pinkleton/understudy Prince Topher),
Katie Ramshaw (as Charlotte), Olivia-Faith
Kamau (as Gabrielle) and Adam Filipe (as
Jean-Michel).

Can you guess the show that
this quote is from? I’ll give you a
hint; this production was made
into a movie in 2002. And before
I sign off, here is your next
quote: “This trial... the whole
world... it's all... show business.”

THEATRE POP QUIZ
 

THE QUOTE FROM HALLOWEEN’S EDITION, “THIS HAUNTED FACE
HOLDS NO HORROR FOR ME NOW. IT'S IN YOUR SOUL THAT THE TRUE
DISTORTION LIES.”, IS CHRISTINE DAAÉ’S LINE FROM THE PHANTOM

OF THE OPERA.
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HOUSE
NEWS

A MESSAGE FROM MR
SHORTT - HOUSE
COORDINATOR

Nashwan - Miss Ferguson
fergusonp@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

 

Octavius - Mr King
king@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

 

Sinndar - Mr Lewis
lewis@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

 

Tulyar - Miss Bennett
bennett@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Sports Reporter: Bonnie Elvin

Thank you so much for contributing to the Blenheim House
Cup for 22-23, it has been fantastic to see so many students

getting involved with the various House Events.
 

See below for the overall scores this half-term.
 

I look forward to seeing you after Christmas!
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Tech Design Winner: Daisy W



CLUB SPOTLIGHT
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The Chess club, which meets Break 2 every
Friday, continues to attract a wide range of
pupils, from Years 7 to 11 and from beginners to
potential Grand Masters.

It’s fun and you can learn lots about chess. I
recommend going, it’s a lovely environment and
it's relaxing.

Jayden, Year 7: It is
fun as I can play with
friends. I started as a

beginner, now I'm
really good!

Chess Club
Club Researcher: Ethan Saunders

Ronnie, Year 8: I can't play chess yet, but I am
learning how!

A word from Mr. Thompson: ‘The
Blenheim Chess Club attracts players
from all year groups, from beginners to
budding grand masters! It is a great
place to have a game with one of your
mates or challenge someone from
another year group. You can even
challenge me. Alex S did so from year 8
recently and beat him convincingly!’



CO-CURRICULAR
What is happening around the school?
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To join any of these clubs, please contact the
relevant teacher.



CO-CURRICULAR
What is happening after school?
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To join any of these clubs, please contact the relevant teacher.



If you liked this newspaper by students, for students,

then keep an eye out for for our Spring edition of The
Blenheim Chronicles next term.

 
If you would like to be part of The Blenheim Chronicles,

please contact Miss Ferguson or Miss Biddle at the
below email addresses.

 

WHAT'S COMING UP?

Instagram
Blenheim Book Club: @blenheimbookclub
Blenheim Chelsea FC: @blenheimchelsea

Dance: @blenheimdance
PE: @blenheimpe

Sixth Form: @blenheim6thform

Twitter
Blenheim High School: @BlenheimEpsom

Dance: @BlenheimDance
English: @BlenheimEnglish

PE: @blenheimpe
 

fergusonp@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk (Rossetti)
biddle@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk (Atwood)


