
HEADTEACHER'S WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Monday 13 February - Friday 17 February - Half Term
Monday 20 February - Students return to school at 9:30am with registration at 9:40am.
Monday 27 February - Year 10 Mock Examinations commence.

Parents/ Carers are reminded that students should be set clear boundaries over half term so
they remain safe.  Half term may present opportunities to improve students' 'cultural capital' by
going on educational trips or days out. 

Exams Lockdown Policy - click here

REMINDER OF THE WEEK

POLICY OF THE WEEK

KEY DATES 

https://www.facebook.com/BlenheimHighSchool
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/6/contact-us
https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Exams-Lockdown-Policy.pdf?t=1673537271


Safeguarding 
Parents/Carers are advised that any safeguarding concerns should be communicated directly to the Designated Safeguarding
Lead at dsl@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk.  Parents/Carers are advised to also email the relevant Head of Year.  Please click here
for Head of Year details. For wellbeing concerns, the appropriate email address is wellbeing@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk. 

Curriculum Update
This week the Government & Politics Department showcase their work. For further details please click here. 

Year 10 GCSE Mock Examinations
A ParentMail has been sent to all Year 10 families today providing details of the Year 10 Mock Examination Timetable and a
revision planning document.  In addition to the materials provided to all Year 10 students, a recording was made of the
assembly delivered for parents outlining the mock examination expectations, revision strategies to implement, revision tools
available and the reward system we have in place to recognise and celebrate those students who perform to their expected
target grades. Full details including the username and password to access the page can be found in the ParentMail sent earlier
today.

Year 11 GCSE Mock Examinations
A ParentMail has been sent to all Year 11 families today providing details of the Year 11 Mock Examinations. In addition, a
recording of the presentation delivered to parents earlier in the week is available. Full details including the username and
password to access the page can be found in the ParentMail sent earlier today.

Year 8 Options 2023
A ParentMail has been sent to all Year 8 families this afternoon detailing the Options process.  Key dates and an electronic copy
of the 2023 Options Booklet can be found here. 

U13 Surrey Schools' Table Tennis Competition
Congratulations to Noah who was crowned Champion in the Under 13 Surrey Schools' Table Tennis Tournament.

House Competition Update
Congratulations to Octavius who were victorious in the House FIFA and House Benchball competitions this half term.  Well
done to Sinndar who were champions of the House MasterChef competition.  
 
Sporting Success
Congratulations to the Year 9 Boys' Basketball team who finished second in the North Surrey Schools' Basketball Tournament
and to the Year 9 Girls' Netball Team who were convincing winners at Hinchley Wood this week.  There were other strong
performances in a range of fixtures that, unfortunately, did not produce the right results!

Co-Curricular Sports
Another busy week for Co-curricular sport activities. 

The Blenheim Chronicles - Valentine's Edition
Please click here to view The Blenheim Chronicles - Valentine's Edition.

Under the Spotlight
This week is the turn of Mr Cole, Assistant Headteacher - Inclusion and Designated Safeguarding Lead. 
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WORD FROM THE HEAD

mailto:dsl@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/375/staff-list
mailto:wellbeing@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Valentines-Edition-T2.1-DIGITAL-2.pdf?t=1675886164%3Fts%3D1675886164


CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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USEFUL LINKS

KEY CONTACTS

SCHOOL CALENDAR

TERM DATES

CO-CURRICULAR 

PE BULLETIN

THE SCHOOL DAY

https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/245/leadership-team-key-contacts
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/302/school-calendar
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YEAR 9 ENGLISH HIGH PERFORMERS' 

BY MISS ARMSTRONG, Armstrong@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The English Department challenged the Year 9 High Performers to an English challenge like no other.
Inspired by The Great British Menu, the students were tasked to create a four-course banquet, inspired by
an era of History. They needed to design a: starter, fish course, main course and a dessert course – which
are all linked to an era of history that we study in English. 

Each team needed to create a drawing of each course, with a detailed description of the ingredients and
the process in which the dish needed to be made, explain the literature choice for each course and how
their dish represented the literature themes, characters or events. Lastly, the students needed to write a
poem which described why their banquet is the best of Blenheim and our historical figures. The final
challenge tasked the students to make one of their courses and present this to a panel of judges for a
tasting. 

On 30th January, the students battled it out to become Year 9’s Great Blenheim Menu Winners. The
students were judged on their team work throughout the project, their presentations of their four-course
banquet and their bake. It was a very close call, all students worked effectively and innovatively to present
their menus, but there was only one winner: The Queens. The students created an outstanding set of
cupcakes, with a buttercream and excellent fondant craft work, based on Henry VIII’s favourite wife; Jane
Seymore. In joint second place was: The Chimney Boys with their meatball masterclass and team HP
Sauce, with their Sewer Soup sensation. This truly was the Best of Blenheim, and I could not be prouder of
our students. Well done to all. 

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT #TEAMBLENHEIM

THE GREAT BLENHEIM MENU

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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CURRICULUM UPDATE - GOVERNMENT & POLITICS DEPARTMENT

BY MRS BENSON, Benson@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Government and Politics students in year 12 have been learning about how the UK Government works,
considering the constitution, Parliament, the powers of the Prime Minister and the relationships between
the branches of the UK Government. They have also looked at democracy and participation, and are
beginning their unit on political parties. The autumn term and the changes at No. 10 kept the students
glued to the news. I have been particularly impressed with their debating skills as they have presented
arguments about a number of current issues including the ability of the Supreme Court to hold the
Government to account and whether Brexit has been beneficial for Britain. Their Prime Minister fact files
were also really well researched and presented. They have made an impressive start. 

Year 13 have been learning about global issues including the work of the United Nations, the World Bank
and the IMF in tackling issues such as human rights abuses and poverty, the impact of globalisation on
relationships between global powers and theories of international relations. I have been really impressed
with their grasp of current affairs. Their recent debate on deep and shallow ecology and their research
into the climate policies of different nations was really good.   

Sixth formers have taken a leading role at Debating Club, encouraging younger students to discuss topics
such as ‘Should superheroes be responsible for their actions?’ ‘Should we reform prisons?’ ‘Is a Jaffa Cake a
biscuit?’ and ‘Should we ban zoos?’ They are excellent role models and the discussions have been
informative and entertaining. 

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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U13 SURREY SCHOOLS TABLE TENNIS CHAMPION
BY MISS BENNETT,  Bennett@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

This week, Noah in Year Year 7 competed in the Table Tennis England Surrey Schools Championships and
won all his games.  As such, Noah is the 2023 Under 13 Surrey Schools Champion resulting in Blenheim
being the Surrey School Winner in this age category after competing against players from local Surrey
Schools.  

Noah has managed to retain his title from last year and this means that he will now progress to the
National Schools Championships where the Under 13 winner of each County will compete against each
other.  

An incredible result Noah, congratulations from the whole of the Blenheim Community and we wish Noah
luck in his next journey at National Schools Championships. 

SPORTING SUCCESS

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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THE GREAT BIG DANCE OFF
BY MISS LE PREVOST,  Le Prevost@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The Key Stage 5 Dance team enjoyed cakes and a catch up with Mr Bodell this week following their recent
second place finish, out of 22 teams, in the Big Dance Off (South East).  The team will now represent
Blenheim at the Nationals later this year.  

DANCE SUCCESS

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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BY MR SHORTT, Shortt@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

HOUSE COMPETITION UPDATE - TERM 2-1

This half-term’s House Competition has been a wonderful way to welcome in the new year, with countless
students participating in our three main House Events; House Benchball, House FIFA & the return of the
ever-popular House MasterChef. Once again, it was fantastic to see so many students from every single
Year group participating in the various events and supporting one another to succeed, all in the name of
(mostly!) friendly competition.

The House FIFA Competition began the half-term’s proceedings, with Year 7 up first on Friday 13th
January. All four Houses (Nashwan, Octavius, Sinndar & Tulyar) were well represented with a mixture of
boys and girls eager to earn points for their respective House. The general quality of competition was very
high, and it soon became apparent that lots of training had gone into delivering such accomplished
performances on the latest edition of the FIFA franchise, FIFA 23. With goals aplenty and some wild
celebrations delivered both in-game and in real life, it made for a thoroughly enjoyable tournament, and
certainly caused a scene down the end of the English Corridor where the tournament was held every
Friday throughout the half-term!

House FIFA Winners
Year 7   - Octavius
Year 8   - Octavius
Year 9   - Tulyar
Year 10 - Sinndar
Year 11 - Sinndar

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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Another highlight of the half-term was the sheer volume of students that entered the House MasterChef
Competition on Tuesday 17th January.

Each team; Nashwan, Octavius, Sinndar and Tulyar, was comprised of a range of students that worked
together to plan, create and serve their choice of two dishes – one main dish and one starter or dessert.
The atmosphere in the Food Tech department was bustling and promptly after the conclusion of period 6
students flocked down to begin their mise-en-place within their teams once all of the ingredients had
been handed out.

Some teams opted to focus on one dish at a time, finalising the majority of the main dish as a team before
moving onto their dessert whereas some Houses opted to determine two separate teams of chefs – one
for main and one for dessert!

Despite the obvious competitive element, students worked collaboratively across teams to offer advice
and share ingredients, as well as working exceptionally well within their teams despite the obvious time
pressures.

Overall it was a brilliant event and a real delight to see a huge range of our students working together to
achieve a collective goal with fantastic team spirit.

Our House Benchball Competition also ran throughout the half-term, with Year 7 up first in early January.
Following a brief re-cap of the rules, and mass deliberation over who started on the bench for each team,
all Houses competed in a round-robin tournament. The full results are detailed below.

House Benchball Winners
Year 7 – Octavius
Year 8 – Nashwan
Year 9 – Tulyar



After an intense tasting session undertaken by the judges, including everything from bruschetta, to pizza,
to prosciutto-wrapped chicken, to gammon-steak-melts, to chiffon cakes, to cupcakes, to tropical mess, at
long last a winner was determined!
The final scores are noted below.

House MasterChef Winners
1st Place   Sinndar   – 37 Points
2nd Place Nashwan – 36 Points
3rd Place  Tulyar      – 32 Points
4th Place  Octavius  – 30 Points

House Drama
House Basketball
House World Book Day Quiz

Next half-term sees the Blenheim House Competition shift up a gear in pursuit of the Blenheim House
Cup for 2022-2023 with the following events.

In what is still a four-horse race, just one question remains… who will take home the trophy!?



CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM 
BY MR MILLARD, Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

USP STORM 3 v 0 CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM 

The Chelsea FC Blenheim team travelled to Essex for their first league game of 2023 this week against USP
Storm. On a cold day the Chelsea FC Blenheim team made a bright start, imposing their game on the
home side. Much of the first 35 minutes was played in the USP Storm half as Chelsea FC Blenheim applied
pressure in the search of an opening goal. The first half came and went without a goal, but the
performance offered hope for the second half. 

In the second half USP Storm remained compact, stuck to their individual jobs, and began to frustrate the
Chelsea FC Blenheim side. In 10 seconds the game was turned on its head, as USP Storm converted from
a contentious free kick decision to open the scoring after 65 minutes. This goal took the wind out of
Chelsea FC Blenheim's sails and the team conceded a further two goals. The second of the game from a
corner that possible should have been a goal kick and another from a soft penalty decision against Luna.

The Chelsea FC coaches made several changes to try and get something out of the game, but USP storm
absorbed the attacks. The girls have no time to feel sorry for themselves however, as they welcome
Arsenal FC to Blenheim this Friday.

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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CO-CURRICULAR UPDATE

YEAR 8 BOYS' FOOTBALL MATCH

BY MR EDWARDS, Edwards@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

THERFIELD SCHOOL 3 v 1 BLENHEIM HIGH 

The Year 8 Boys' Football team traveled to Therfield school. This was a friendly fixture where the boys
played two 7 aside games. Both Ben and Morgan had outstanding performances as goalkeepers and
showed their versatility in the midfield. Albie and Morgan were the respected captains for Blenheim and it
was great to witness the friendly spirit of competition as both teams played a great and expansive passing
game. This included a great combination of passes with Ben, Ollie and Euan linking well in attacking
positions. Despite the fantastic teamwork, out of the four mini-games played Blenheim won one and lost
three.

Overall it was a great afternoon and the boys look forward to their next match.

http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/


YEAR 9 BOYS' RUGBY

BY MR ALLEN, Allen@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

SOUTHBOROUGH HIGH  12 v 5 BLENHEIM HIGH 

Blenheim travelled to Southborough High to take part in a Year 9 friendly Rugby fixture. Both teams
started the match well, however, Southborough scored the opening try within the first 10 minutes. A quick
conversion left the score 7-0 to Southborough. Blenheim quickly responded from a fast-kick chase which
forced a knock-on effect from the home team. Blenheim used their physical attributes to ‘crash ball’ and
repeatedly carry over the gain line, before quickly passing to the wider channels to score a well-executed
try. The try was unconverted, which left the score line 7-5 to Southborough. Shortly before the first half
ended, Southborough managed to run the ball out from their own 22’ scoring the final try of the half. The
try was unconverted, which left the score line: Blenheim 5–12 Southborough. 
The second half was very evenly matched with no trys scored. 

Well done to the Year 9 Rugby team who played exceptionally against a very good team. 

http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
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YEAR 9 BOYS' BASKETBALL

BY MRS WHITEAR, Whitear@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

NORTH SURREY SCHOOLS BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT                                     MVP - Atticus and Ellis

Congratulations to the Year 9 Boys' Basketball Team who achieved 2nd place in the North Surrey Schools
Basketball Tournament. Well done boys! The team played with high spirits, energy and determination
across all five matches with some very close results. The team made a great impression from the start
and worked fantastically as a team. The team listened well and applied their feedback to improve in each
match. Ellis was formidable under the basket showing excellent defensive technique thwarting the
oppositions offensive play. He owned each rebound and made great decisions in passing out and up the
court to the centre. Charlie used his experience to slow the pace of the game and encouraged the team
back into their positions before dribbling up the court and attacking the basket. Kobi showed
determination in his tactical play and held his position well. Zac showed great athleticism in both defence
and offensive plays linking up with Ellis driving the ball to offence. Atticus injected the pace that was
needed to increase the level of intensity and showed great agility in dribbling and driving towards the
basket and scoring lay ups and free throws. Baron showed great skill and determination in attacking the
basket scoring some fantastic baskets. Dylan made his debut on the court and put all of his practice into
play throughout the tournament. He showed his defensive skills by performing half court man to man
defence. Dylan made many shots and played an excellent tournament. 

The results for each match
Blenheim   4 v 6 Therfield 
Blenheim   5 v 6 Epsom and Ewell
Blenheim 11 v 10 Ashcombe
Blenheim   6 v 4 Three Rivers
Blenheim   5 v 1 Therfield

http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
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YEAR 7 GIRLS' NETBALL

BY MRS TIBBLE, Tibble@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

BLENHEIM HIGH 3 v 10 HINCHLEY WOOD                                           PLAYER OF THE MATCH - VIOLET

Despite the result, the Year 7 students played some good quality Netball demonstrating that they are able
to link up and down the court. Moving forward, Year 7 will work on understanding where to be in the
shooting circle and how to get the ball to the shooters. This will involve moving into an area away from the
defender creating space to increase their success rate working the ball into the circle to shoot. The
shooting success rate was good and will continue to increase as long as the girls get the ball to the
shooters.

http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
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YEAR 8 GIRLS' NETBALL

BY MRS TIBBLE, Tibble@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

BLENHEIM HIGH 2 v 11 HINCHLEY WOOD                                         PLAYER OF THE MATCH - TAYLORE

Year 8 put in a solid performance against a well drilled Hinchley Wood side. They defended well and made
a lot of interception. To improve they will be working on their connective passes down the court thinking
about moving into space away from the defender. They demonstrated good team work and camaraderie
throughout the match and even though when the sun went down the temperature dramatically dropped
they still all had a smile on their face. 

http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
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YEAR 10 BOYS' BASKETBALL 

BY MRS WHITEAR, Whitear@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

THREE RIVERS 46 v 28 BLENHEIM HIGH                                                 PLAYER OF THE MATCH - ETHAN

Year 10 started well with Kyren winning the tip off and getting the ball to Will to dribble up the court.
Great passing to Sam who used his confidence and control on the ball to draw the defenders in creating
space for Ethan to run into and score a basket. Three Rivers were strong in defence and Blenheim worked
hard to find a space through into the key. Some good passing and moving from Ethan and Will kept the
ball alive the team fought hard to maintain possession. Blenheim's defence was tested through the match
with excellent blocking from Kyren and David. The team took on board feedback well and went into the
second quarter more alive and determined to capitalise on their shots. Ethan showed great speed and
agility driving into the basket to score a layup which gave the team a boost of confidence. Sam and Ethan
both score their free throws to bring the scores level. Rian’s passing was strong and direct and helped the
spread the play across the court. The scores were level going into the third quarter so it was all to play
for. Three Rivers showed their dominance by scoring a lot of baskets in quick succession however
Blenheim showed steadfast determination and did not give up. Ethan showed excellent athleticism and
was scoring at one end and getting the rebounds at the other. Sam showed great leadership and drive to
keep up the offence until the very end scoring the last two points of the game. Well done. Final score 46-
28 to Three Rivers. 

http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
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YEAR 9 GIRLS' NETBALL

BY MISS HICKLIN, Hicklin@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

BLENHEIM HIGH 11 v 3 HINCHLEY WOOD                                    PLAYER OF THE MATCH - HOLLY

The Year 9 Girls displayed an excellent level of Netball against Hinchley Wood. In the first half of the
match they worked cohesively as a team making lots of passes up court giving lots of passing
opportunities. After a half time talk, with a positive score of 8-2, the squad came back on and displayed a
great response to feedback. The space up the court became much more apparent and the interception
rate was superb from both attacking and defensive players. A final score of 11-3 to Blenheim with Holly
receiving player of the match. Congratulations girls on an excellent win. Well deserved after the hard
work you’ve out into training recently. 

http://blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/
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YEAR 8 BOYS' FOOTBALL
BY MR EDWARDS, Edwards@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

A glorious afternoon with the Year 8 boys' Football club as the winter sun is starting to set slightly later in
the day. Although this allows us to play without floodlights, it made life difficult for the goalkeepers who
faced west. After an exciting fixture away against Therfield last week it was great to see large numbers at
training. Starting with passing drills the boys progressed into a game which ended 3-3 with a last-minute
equaliser from Kayden. Despite the great comeback from the yellows they lost in sudden death penalties
2-1. 

Well played to all those at training and we look forward to progressing further after half term. 

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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YEAR 7 & 8 BOYS' RUGBY 
BY MR EDWARDS, Edwards@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

With the Year 9 boys out at a fixture, it gave the opportunity for the Year 7 and 8 boys to focus on team
play and scrummaging. It was fantastic to see the excellent low-body positions in the scrum which is a key
transferable skill, especially with the new low tackle laws being a focus in lessons. Highlights of the session
were a cross-field kick by Liam and a try from Rhys which came from a well-worked team try.  

mailto:Edwards@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


YEAR 10 GIRLS' NETBALL
BY MISS WALLER, Waller@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

On a sunny brisk afternoon, the Year 10 students worked on centre pass and around the circle play. The
students picked up the tactics well, and we able to then transfer these into a half court match. Positioning
on the court became stronger, and their ability to pre-empt what the opposing team were going to do
improved also. The attackers were able to hold possession of the ball, and as a result score more goals.
The session ended with a shooting game, which gave all of the students an opportunity to practice their
shooting skills. Enjoy the half term break team! 

mailto:Waller@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


YEAR 7 BOYS' FOOTBALL
BY KING, King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

This week at Year 7 Football club it was the turn on the Year 9 students to deliver a session as part of their
volunteering for their DOFE award. The students came up with Four drills that the Year 7 students
participated in. These drills included working on passing between players, focussing on shooting,
focussing on crossing and shooting as well as defending. After this the Year 7 and Year 9 students went
into a small sided game to see if they had been able to transfer the skills learned, in a game-based setting.
It was obvious from the outset that these skills had been transferred.

A special thanks to the four Year 9 Students who ran the four drills throughout the session. 

mailto:King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


#TEAMBLENHEIM STAFF SPOTLIGHT



FRIENDS OF BLENHEIM

UNIFORM DONATIONS

A reminder that the Preloved Uniform shop is always happy to receive donations of branded uniform.
Please drop any unwanted items into Reception. 

There is also a clothes/textiles recycling bin on the school site. It is located in the small car park on the left
as you enter the school. Every kilogram of clothing received raises funds for the school. 

200 CLUB WINNERS

Congratulations to our January winners! Please 
email friendsof@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk to claim 
your prize!

1st Prize of £26.25 – Jasper Waghorn 9BE
2nd Prize of £15.75 – Charlotte Kinsey 7OF
3rd Prize of £10.50 – Olivia Tuck 7NE

Numbers can still be bought on ParentPay and now 
cost £5 until 28th February when the next draw will 
take place. The more numbers bought the bigger the prizes so 
please support our 200 club if you can! The cost will reduce every 
month according to the number of months left to draw. 

BY FRIENDS AT BLENHEIM, Friendsof@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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