
HEADTEACHER'S WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Wednesday 16 March - Year 7 Parents' Evening.

Visitors to School - Parent/ Carer Reminder.

  For further details, please contact Mr Adams at adams@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

REMINDER OF THE WEEK

As Covid restrictions are now lifted, should a student forget an item on a particular day this may            
 now be brought into the school reception by Parents/ Carers. 

KEY DATES WEEK COMMENCING 14 MARCH 

https://www.facebook.com/BlenheimHighSchool
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/6/contact-us
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WORD FROM THE HEAD
Ukraine
We continue to be horrified at the atrocities in Ukraine.  In this week's bulletin, are details of how
Blenheim families can donate food and clothing on 23rd, 24th and 25th March.  Items donated will
be collected on Friday 25th March and delivered to the Ukraine by lorry.  Further details within.

Year 8 Parents' Evening and Year 8 Options Evening
It was great to welcome families back into school once again over the past fortnight.  Last week's
Options Evening was well attended.  The evening was designed to help inform this week's Year 8
Parents' Evening so that families are well positioned to consider which option subjects are most
appropriate to be studied in Year 9.  Blenheim's extended Key Stage Four, which commences
midway through Year 9, allows students additional study time whilst also giving students the
potential to change subjects in the first term of Year 9.  Typically, up to 40 students change at least
one course during the first term of Year 9 which is testament to the benefit of this approach.  I
would like to thank Mr Everest for all his work in organising and managing the Options process.  

Sporting Success
Last week I wrote about Blenheim's Year 7 Boys' Football team and how their fortunes had to
change following a string of unlucky results.  This week, the boys achieved their first win this
season against Esher High.  A big thank you to Mr Smithson for his continued work with this group.
In addition congratulations to the Year 9 Girls' Football team who defeated Howard of Effingham in
the quarter final of the Surrey Cup.  Finally, well done to the Year 8 Basketball team who finished a
credible second in the most recent interschool Basketball Tournament. Further details within. 

Mathematics Success
Congratulations to Angelo, Caoimhe, Edward, Hugo, Alex, Toby, Elwyn, James, Warren and
Constantine who were all successful in the National UK Mathematics Challenge this week.  We
wish James, Warren and Constantine well as they progress to the next round of the competition.
Further details within. 

Inset Day, Monday 28th March
Parents/ Carers are reminded there will be an Inset Day on the final Monday of this half term. 

Year 11 and 13 Targeted Parents’ Evening – Tuesday 29th March 2022
This is an 'invitation only' event.  Teachers of Year 11 and 13 will be identifying students who, it is
considered, are currently not on track to at least secure their target grades in specific subjects. 
 
The appointments, typically with the Head of Department,  will review current progress, and
provide feedback on key areas that require further revision. A pack of revision materials will be
provided for students to work on through the Easter holiday period. 
 
Parents/students who are requested to attend will be notified via the Parent Gateway. A booking
sheet will be published/uploaded to the parent gateway on Monday 21st March, and a printed
copy will be provided to students via their form tutors on Tuesday 22nd March. 
The booking sheet will indicate which specific subjects have requested to meet with parents and
students. The booking form will be populated with either:

‘Yes’ meaning parents and students are requested to attend the Targeted Parents’ Evening event. 
 An appointment will, therefore, need to be booked with the specific member of staff.
or
‘No’ where there is no need to book an appointment for that subject, therefore it is felt that the
student is broadly on track in that specific subject. 
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Open – Any student can sign up to attend.
Closed – Offered to targeted students whose names will be pre-populated on the published
lists.

Parents’ evening appointments will be booked by students, in person, directly with the named
member of staff during school time. Parents will be required to indicate the window of time they
can attend school on 29th March. 

All appointments will take place in school. Students are expected to attend and must be in school
uniform (Year 11) or business smart attire (Year 13). Appointments will be five minutes in duration
and will be available between 4pm and 7.30pm on Tuesday 29th March. 

Year 11 and 13 Easter Holiday Revision Sessions
Through the Easter holiday period the usual series of Year 11 and 13 revision sessions will run.
Revision sessions will typically run in the morning and afternoon over the fortnight.
 
In place of  Easter holiday revision, some subjects are offering revision sessions at weekends or
during May half term. 
 
Year 11 and 13 students will soon have the opportunity to sign up for the Revision sessions.
Some students will be directed to attend certain sessions. Sign up sheets will be displayed
outside subject offices from Monday 21st March. Year 11 students will receive an assembly on
Friday 18th March explaining both targeted parents' evening and Easter Revision sessions.  

Revision sessions will be either:

 
Students will be able to attend revision sessions in the their own clothes, however, they will need
to bring their own equipment, food and refreshments. It is important to add that, obviously, the
revision sessions being provided should not be the only revision being undertaken during the
holiday period, but should be seen as a further opportunity to receive specific teacher guidance
and advice to support revision activities at home.
 
A timetable of Revision sessions will be published for Year 11 and 13 students by Wednesday
16th March.

Ski Trip 2023
There are just two available spaces left on this trip.  Further details within. 

 
 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

USEFUL LINKS
CO-CURRICULAR CLUBS

THE SCHOOL DAY

TERM DATES

SCHOOL CALENDAR

KEY CONTACTS
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https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/337/school-clubs
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/594/school-day-and-expectations
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/274/term-dates
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/302/school-calendar
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/245/leadership-team-key-contacts


CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BLENHEIM HIGH SCHOOL| 01372 745 333 | www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk



BLENHEIM HIGH SCHOOL| 01372 745 333 | www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk



Before half term Year 10 and 11 high performers participated in the UK Mathematics Trust Intermediate
Maths Challenge. The 60-minute Maths challenge encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of
thought and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve 25 interesting problems. The
problems are designed to make students think and not to guess as students lose marks for incorrect
answers! The top 50% of participants nationally receive a Bronze, Silver, or Gold certificate. The results are
in and I am delighted to say that all Blenheim students that participated receive an award! 
Well done to:

Angelo | Year 10 | Bronze
Caoimhe | Year 11 | Bronze
Edward | Year 11 | Bronze
Hugo | Year 11 | Silver
Alex | Year 11 | Silver
Toby | Year 11 | Silver
Elwyn | Year 10 | Silver
James | Year 10 | Gold
Warren | Year 10 | Gold | Best in School
Constantine | Year 11 | Gold | Best in School

A special congratulation to James, Warren and Constantine who have also qualified for The Pink Kangaroo,
a follow-on round to the Intermediate Maths Challenge which will take place on 17th March 2022.

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT #TEAMBLENHEIM
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MATHS CHALLENGE

BY MISS WRIGHT, Wright@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

FOCUS FRIDAY
BY MISS ARMSTRONG, Armstrong@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Focus Friday is a rewards programme which has recently been launched with Year 7 and 8 students.
Students are given a weekly target to earn three House Points and zero Demerits. If they meet the target,
they are entered into a draw for a Cookie voucher. Those students not selected for a Cookie voucher earn
a merit which counts towards the next Focus Friday week.

Well done to the following Cookie winners for the last fortnight, and congratulations to all those students
who met their target. 
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Organised by the Premier League Charitable Fund, the Premier League Primary Stars Football
Tournament is the country’s most prestigious Primary School Football tournament and this year
comprised of both U11 Girls and U11 Mixed categories. To determine who will represent Chelsea FC on
May 17th, the Chelsea FC Foundation held a preliminary tournament at Walton’s Excel Sports hub.

With Blenheim's strong links to the Chelsea FC Foundation, Chelsea FC Blenheim were given the
opportunity to help operate this amazing tournament. Aspiring leaders from Year 12 and 13 helped
officiate, organise and administer match results as the Primary school teams vied to progress through to
the next round. The winning school will ultimately represent Chelsea FC in the Finals in May. 

Amie, Caitlin, Leia, Hannah, Millie, Luana, Lara, Keira, Dulcie, Ophelia and Millie represented the school
and Chelsea FC Blenheim.  They were, as usual, excellent ambassadors for the Chelsea FC Blenheim
Academy. 

CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM ACADEMY

BY MR MILLARD, Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk



CO-CURRICULAR CLUBS
YEAR 7 FOOTBALL
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BY MR SMITHSON, Smithson@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The year 7 Boys’ Football team won their first league game of the season with an excellent team effort.
Each member of the squad put in a fantastic performance to beat a competitive Esher High team.

Blenheim dominated the first half taking a 2-0 lead with both goals scored by Captain Oscar.  A number of
other good chances were also created. Esher fought back to score a goal from a free-kick late in the half. 

Esher took control of the second half but with the defence well organised by centre-back Ryan and the
midfield being run by Ben, Blenheim did not allow Esher any clear-cut chances and saw out a well-
deserved win.

This win was hugely deserved and was just rewards to the whole squad for their hard work in training and
in games. The team has improved in every game, with all the work on the training ground being put into
action.  Well done boys.

The squad; Jacob| Ryan| Josh| Finn| Harry| Harrison| Oscar| Ben| Jacob| Ethan| Billy| Ewan| Eduardo

BLENHEIM HIGH SCHOOL 2 - 1 ESHER HIGH SCHOOL



SIXTH FORM FOOTBALL
BY MR HUGHES, Hughes@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Some dedicated Year 12 students attended football on Wednesday. A classic game of headers and volleys
to start and then into a small-sided game. 
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YEAR 9 NETBALL
BY MISS BENNETT, Bennett@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Positional play in netball refers to the systematic approach of zoning. This is a tactic where the court is cut
up according to zones. Players are assigned to their own area on court to avoid overlapping with a fellow
team mate and to avoid haphazard play. 

Bettering Netball positional play was the focus during this week's Netball session as the girls were required
to move two positions every time a goal was scored. This ensured that all the girls played in every position
allowing greater knowledge of the whole game. The girls responded well to the challenge of playing in their
opposition’s shoes. 

mailto:Patsikas@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:Patsikas@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


It felt as though spring had truly arrived on Thursday afternoon, as Year 9 and 10 students took part in a
joint training session in the sunshine. The students began with a circuit training warm up and some
passing drills that then led into a full eleven a-side training game. With the year groups integrated, it 
was a good opportunity to reflect on the positioning of players in the build up to a league fixture next
Tuesday.

YEAR 9 AND 10 FOOTBALL
BY MR LEWIS, Lewis@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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YEAR 10 NETBALL
BY MISS HICKLIN, Hicklin@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Outstanding play at the Year 10 training netball match this week. Both teams were gaining notational data
evidence and being assessed in their netball play for their GCSE PE course. The girls displayed excellent
teamwork, grit and determination to perform at their highest ability. It was a pleasure to see the girls enjoy
themselves and show true ‘sportswomanship’ both on and off court. 



On Thursday Eleven Year 8 Students represented Blenheim High School at an interschool Basketball
Tournament. 

Our first game was against St Andrew’s School. As some schools had dropped out last minute our games
were 8 minutes with a half time in between. St Andrew’s started off the better of the two sides and were
dominant throughout the game. Blenheim did struggle to get a footing in the game but were able to claim
points against a well drilled and ruthless team. Unfortunately, Blenheim did lose the game.   

The second game of the day saw Blenheim up against Epsom and Ewell school. The game was cagey with
both sides cancelling each other out. Epsom did finish the first half the stronger of the two teams and
were 5-2 up at half time. The second half was much similar to the first, both teams did cancel each other
out, though Blenheim had several opportunities to bring the score back level, but were inconsistent in
their shooting, fortunate enough Blenheim were able to secure two baskets in the second half finishing
the game 6-5 winners   

Blenheim’s third game saw them up against Ashcombe School. The game was much similar to the second
with both teams cancelling each other out though also having chances to secure points, Ashcombe
though were 4-2 up. The last two minutes of this game though saw a magnificent end. Blenheim threw
caution to the wind and deserved a basket to draw level with Ashcombe at 4-4. Then with only 3 seconds
left, up steps Benjamin Reygate who is able to secure a basket to take Blenheim 6-4 up with the buzzer
sounding just after the ball as gone through the hoop.  

The Year 8 team played very well securing two wins and one loss from three games played. The team
should be very proud of themselves.  

YEAR 8 BASKETBALL 
BY MR KING, King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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It was a dominant performance on a sunny Thursday afternoon as the Under 14 girls beat Howard of
Effingham 8-0 in the quarter final of the Surrey Cup.

Having played the same school just before half term in the under 15 Surrey Cup it was a positive sign that
the win was so comfortable. In the under 15 match it took a last minute bullet from Zoe to secure a 6-5
win. On this occasion, however, it took 6 minutes for #teamblenheim to find the net; they did not look
back from there.

Mia with a first half hat-trick, Florence with two and a goal from Ava took the girls into half time with a 6-0
lead.  Blenheim used the opportunity to change formation and test themselves in different positions and
even with the changes the result was never in doubt. #Teamblenheim secured the win, at a canter, with a
further two goals.  Holly got on the score sheet and Captain Hannah capped a top class performance.

The girls will travel to Glenthorne in the next round. 

BLENHEIM HIGH SCHOOL 8 - 0 HOWARD OF EFFINGHAM

YEAR 9 GIRLS' FOOTBALL
BY MR MILLARD, Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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On Monday, Year 9 students experienced a workshop with the Samaritans. The Samaritans are a charity
who offer support to anyone going through a difficult time. The workshop explored all of the worries that
students might face. Students then discussed the feelings that people may face when going through these
stresses and concerns and how these can materialize during GCSE times.  Students then worked in
smaller groups to discuss typical emotions and the importance of listening and speaking.

The Samaritans can be contacted in a variety of ways including; phone, chatroom on their website, letter
or email. Students can also go and visit their branches for face to face meetings if they would prefer. The
Samaritans always offer a friendly voice at the end of the phone. It was fantastic seeing Year 9 students
engage so well with Andy and Beryl. 

All students were provided with up to date contact information.  For reference, the Samaritans can be
contacted at https://www.samaritans.org/. 

WORKSHOP WITH THE SAMARITANS
BY MISS SCOTT, Scott@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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https://www.samaritans.org/


International Women's Day is a global holiday celebrated annually on March 8 to commemorate the
cultural, political, and socioeconomic achievements of women. Blenheim's Year 9 and 10 Graphic Design 
 have been creating fabulous digital vector posters to commemorate the achievements of women.  Well
done all.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
BY MISS DEE, Dee@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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NATIONAL READING MONTH
BY MISS FERGUSON, Ferguson@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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March is National Reading Month! What better way to celebrate than to help students fall in love with
books? Whether your family dives into stories using e-readers or likes the old-school feel of paper in hand,
we've got eight tips to get kids reading.

Kids become lifelong readers for all kinds of reasons. Sometimes there's one key book that captures a
kid's imagination. Other times, a teacher assigns a great book that sparks a hunger for more big ideas and
fine writing. Or a librarian puts the right book in a kid's hands just when they need it. Or kids see parents,
caregivers, or siblings read for pleasure.

Here are our best tips for nurturing a love of reading that can last a lifetime:

Read to little kids and big kids.
It's cosy reading to little ones on your lap, cuddling next to you, or falling asleep in bed as you enjoy
picture books together. Children will remember the closeness as well as the story. And many kids still
enjoy read-alouds well after they learn to read on their own. They benefit from hearing the rhythm of the
language, learning correct pronunciation, asking questions, and getting to relax and just take in the story.

Discover book series.
Many kids become book lovers for life after getting hooked on a book series. There are lots of good ones
that keep kids hungry for the next installment. Some reliable choices: Dog Man, Judy Moody, and Stella
Diaz for beginning readers; Dragons in a Bag, Harry Potter, and Percy Jackson for middle graders;
Divergent, The Shadowshaper Cypher, and To All the Boys I've Loved Before for teens.

Count on old favourites.
Some titles are considered classic books for kids because they engage readers generation after
generation. Try introducing books you loved as a kid: Corduroy, Charlotte's Web, the Narnia books.

Pick books about the things your reader loves.
If they're wild about vehicles, find books about cars, trucks, and trains. If your reader craves superheroes,
princesses, or ghosts, find books with those characters. Librarians, booksellers, and internet searches will
help you discover books on any favourite topic.

Feed kids funny stories.
Humour is a great pathway to book loving. Some parents wrestle with letting their children read Captain
Underpants, or Diary of a Wimpy Kid, or other funny books for kids that feature youngsters getting in
trouble. Talk with your kids about the content, but keep in mind that kids eat these books up not because
they want to imitate the characters' behaviour -- they just enjoy trying it on for size while reading the story.

Mix it up with comics.
Graphic novels are among the hottest trends in children's publishing, and they can get kids hooked on
reading. Kids may start with Squish and Babymouse and move on to more layered fare such as El Deafo
and New Kid. You can even find graphic novels that teach history.



Check out ebooks.
Reading digital books can be especially engaging for boys and reluctant readers, and you can download or
access many books on an ereader, tablet, or phone, which make them a great choice for car rides, travel,
and reading in bed. Find free ebooks at Internet Archive, Project Gutenberg, and Open Library. Or use
your library card to check out books using the Libby app.

Make reading a family value.
Take your kids to the library regularly to choose books and hear story times. Bring them along to browse
your local bookstore, hunt for low-cost books at used bookstores or second-hand shops, or look for books
placed in Little Free Libraries you may find on the street. Show kids that finding a good book is like a
treasure hunt. Set aside time for reading only -- turning off the TV, computer, and mobile phones. Read to
little ones at bedtime and provide time and space for your kids to read for pleasure in the car (if they don't
get carsick!), after homework is done, or on their own before bed. Warning: It could be habit-forming!
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CURRICULUM UPDATE
FRENCH DEPARTMENT
BY MISS ANDERSON, Anderson@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Each week a different curriculum area contributes to the Headteacher's Bulletin.  This week is the turn of
the Modern Foreign Language - French Department.  

This half term, the Year 7 Students have been learning French vocabulary to describe themselves and their
family. The students have been very creative with their work! They have produced not only a “Wanted”
poster but also have shown a real flair in translation skill. 
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#TEAMBLENHEIM'S STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
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WHAT IS COMING UP AT #TEAMBLENHEIM 

SKI TRIP 2023
BY MR ADAMS, Adams@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Unfortunately the 2022 ski trip was not able to run as planned due to the impacts of the omicron variant,
therefore the planned trip has been moved to the February half term in 2023. 

The ski trip offers a total of 40 places for students in Year 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

In light of those already taking part, there are now only two further places available on the 2023 trip in
February next year. The majority of students on the 2023 trip are beginners skiers, therefore it is important to
understand that skiers of all abilities are welcome on the trip.

A parent mail has been sent to all families outlining the full details of the ski holiday. If there are any specific
questions having read the materials that have been parent mailed, please contact Mr Adams
(adams@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk)
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SPECIAL REQUEST
I am sure parents, carers and students are fully aware of the horrors and atrocities taking place in Ukraine.
The humanitarian crisis continues at the Ukrainian boarders; crossings into Hungary, Moldova, Poland,
Romania and Slovakia, where families are arriving in huge numbers with nothing, having left behind their
homes and possessions. Long delays at ports and boarders in Ukraine due to passenger traffic, means
that families evacuating the war are in desperate need of warm clothing, food and a number of other
items.

We are grateful that Friends of Blenheim have established a link with Astra Recycling to enable a collection
of clothing and food from our Blenheim Community to be collected from school on Friday 25th March and
delivered to Ukraine by lorries travelling from the UK.

Donations will be accepted on Wednesday 23rd , Thursday 24th , and Friday 25th March. Students are
encouraged to donate items before school into the Main Hall where they will be stored, ready for
collection on Friday 25th. 

It is very cold in Ukraine at this time of year. Temperatures can drop as low as - 4c. Donations of adult and
children’s warm winter clothing and shoes would be appreciated; the following items also would be
particularly useful…

WHAT IS COMING UP AT #TEAMBLENHEIM 

FRIENDS OF BLENHEIM
BY MRS PAGET, Paget@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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ASTRA TEXTILE RECYCLING BANK 
BY MRS PAGET, Paget@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Introducing the new Astra textile recycling bank at Blenheim High School 

You will find the green donation bank in the small carpark on the left hand side of the main vehicle
entrance to the school. Textile donations can be made at any time when the school is open. Donations will
be collected monthly.

Textile recycling is a great way of doing something positive for the environment. What happens to your
donations?  The textiles that can be reused are sent to poorer communities across Eastern Europe.
Garments which are not reusable are converted into insulation materials and industrial cleaning wipes, so
nothing ends up in landfill.

Astra Recycling are a small, family run company, based in Hampshire and a member of the Textile
Recycling Association operating to the highest ethical standards in textile recycling. 
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PTA MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT
BY MRS PAGET, Paget@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

PTA Meeting Thursday 17th March 6pm – 7pm 

An invitation to all Parents and carers to join the Friends of Blenheim for an ideas meeting. 

Time: 6.00 to 7.00pm 
Place: The Main Hall 

Come along and meet the current team.
Find out how you can be involved as a parent/carer to support Blenheim events.

Items for the agenda 
Parent/carer fundraising social event
Year 9 & 10 Social events 

We look forward to welcoming you.
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EASY FUNDRAISING  

Mother’s Day is celebrated in the UK on Sunday 27th March. This is the day to celebrate the special
people in your lives – Mothers and others; a family member or a friend, anyone who has been supportive,
kind and caring – no matter who they are.

If someone you know deserves a thank you, click the link below to find some great deals on gifts and days
out through easyfundraising.  There is NO joining fee. Purchases made online, using the deals and
promotions through easyfundraising also secures a free donation for Blenheim with every purchase. Click
the link below to join and make valuable savings.

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/blenheimhigh/?utm_campaign=raise-more

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/blenheimhigh/?utm_campaign=raise-more
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FRIENDS OF BLENHEIM - 200 CLUB  

Thank you to all the parents and carers involved in the Friends of Blenheim 200 Club fundraiser. If you
would like to be involved, you will find the option to enter on your ParentPay account. The cost is now only
£5.00 to reserve a number for the last five draws of the academic year. The lucky numbers are picked out
of the hat on the last school day in each month.

Thursday 31st March 2022
Friday 29th April 2022
Friday 27th May 2022
Thursday 30th June 2022
Friday 8th July 2022

Congratulations to the winners from the February draw who each receive a % of the money raised. 

1st Prize, number 58 – Emma E – 7NE
2nd Prize, number 12 – Michael B – 11BE
3rd Prize, number 61 – Cale M – 9BI

If you would like to be involved in our fundraiser, you will find the option to enter on your ParentPay
account. The cost is now only £5.00 to reserve a number for the last five draws of the academic year. The
next draw will be on Thursday 31st March.

BY MRS PAGET, Paget@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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EPSOM AND EWELL FOODBANK APPEAL
BY MISS BOWDEN, Bowden@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


