
HEADTEACHER'S WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Monday 20 March - Year 8 Midsummer's Night Workshop, 9-1pm, Plato & Friedman.
Friday 24 March - Year 11 Mock Results Assembly.

Parents/ Carers are reminded that they are the most influential people with regards to children's
wellbeing.  Whilst school will assist in this important area it simply cannot replace the fundamental
role of the parent/ carer.

Home and School Partnership Agreement Policy - click here

REMINDER OF THE WEEK

POLICY OF THE WEEK

KEY DATES 

https://www.facebook.com/BlenheimHighSchool
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/6/contact-us
https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Home-and-School-Partnership-Agreement-2021.pdf?t=1636714564


Safeguarding 
Parents/Carers are advised that any safeguarding concerns should be communicated directly to the
Designated Safeguarding Lead at dsl@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk.  Parents/Carers are advised to also
email the relevant Head of Year.  Please click here for Head of Year details. For wellbeing concerns,
the appropriate email address is wellbeing@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk. 

Contacting the School
Typically, students' Form Tutors are the first contact for most Parent/ Carer enquiries.  Form Tutor
details can be found here. 

The Arête Partnership
I am delighted to announce a collaboration between Blenheim High School and three other
secondary schools.  The collaboration is known as the Arête Partnership and further details can be
found here.  This week three schools, including Blenheim, collaborated to provide sporting
opportunities for students in the areas of Hockey and Badminton. 

Curriculum Update
This week is the turn of the English Department to showcase their work.

Sporting Success
Another impressive victory for the Chelsea FC Blenheim Academy, this time away at Ipswich FC. 

Co-Curricular Sports
Please see here for this week's clubs.  Strike action unfortunately meant several clubs had to be
cancelled.  

Wellbeing Support for Exam Stress
Parents/ Carers of students in Years' 10, 11 and 13 are invited to this event on 22nd March. 

Under the Spotlight
This week is the turn of Miss Long, Assistant Head of Year 9. 
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WORD FROM THE HEAD
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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USEFUL LINKS

KEY CONTACTS

SCHOOL CALENDAR

TERM DATES

CO-CURRICULAR 

PE BULLETIN

THE SCHOOL DAY

https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/375/staff-list
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/302/school-calendar
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/274/term-dates
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/337/school-clubs
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/337/school-clubs
https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/20.3.23-B.pdf?t=1679000778%3Fts%3D1679000778
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/594/school-day-and-expectations


THE ARÊTE PARTNERSHIP
BY MR BODELL, Headteacher@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Forums on areas of shared interest such as Heads of Departments from the various schools sharing good               
practice. 
Joint lesson observations for mutual benefit.
Joint action research. 

Inter-School competitions e.g. sport meets, public speaking competitions, business enterprise. 
Student exchange days and shared projects e.g. prefect training and environmental initiatives. 

Joint INSET and twilight training. 
Accreditation for coaching and leadership programmes, including students. 
Investigating the responsibility of marketing programmes commercially. 

I am pleased to announce that earlier this month Blenheim High School joined the Arête Partnership, which is a
collaboration of four Secondary Schools, all of whom are Single Academy Trusts like Blenheim. The four Schools are -:

·Gordon’s School           (11-18)   Woking, Surrey         (Outstanding)
·Woking High School     (11-16)   Woking, Surrey         (Good)
·Robert May’s School     (11-16)  Odiham, Hampshire (Good)
·Blenheim High School  (11-18)  Epsom, Surrey          (Good)

The partnership does not change Blenheim High School’s status as a Single Academy Trust. The independence that
Blenheim currently enjoys is not impacted by the Arête Partnership. Blenheim High School will continue to be led by the
current team of Trustees and the Headteacher, who will remain accountable for the School. There is no higher authority as
a result of this collaboration, and there is no hierarchy between the schools. 

The partnership is based upon a commitment to provide opportunities for staff and students to develop their practices to
the highest standard possible. The partnership reflects the common aims of the four secondary schools to improve
opportunities for students and staff to work together across a range of activities. 

The partnership is based around a Memorandum of Understanding between the four schools that promotes co-operation
and innovation in developing teaching practice, student events, staff training and enterprise. 

In essence there are three broad areas to the partnership -:

a)   Developing practice, for example: 

The Arête commitment to developing and sharing outstanding practice is at the heart of the partnership with key staff
looking to work on projects and to deliver training. 

b)   Joint student events, for example: 

This is an area that will involve Blenheim students competing and collaborating with other students from good schools in
areas like Sport, Public Speaking, Model United Nations, Careers, Music, Performing Arts etc. 

c)   Training and enterprise, for example: 

It is envisaged that continuing Professional Development (CPD) at all the schools will benefit, through bespoke delivery, the
needs of both teaching and support staff. 

In terms of funding and cost, each school is responsible for its own actions and its own costs. There is no ‘fee’ or ‘standing
cost’ for being part of this initiative. 

The four schools will naturally consider opportunities to reduce costs through joint procurement of services or product. 

Planning is currently underway between the four schools in preparation for next academic year. The Headteacher and
Trustees are confident that this collaboration will benefit Blenheim staff and students as the academy carries on its
journey of continual improvement. 

As the Arête partnership evolves, across a range of educational areas, there will be periodical updates in the
Headteacher's weekly bulletin.
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CURRICULUM UPDATE - ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

BY MISS GREEN, Green@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Each week a different curriculum area contributes to the Headteacher's Bulletin. This week it is the turn of
English Department. 

Key Stage 3 - Year 7 Shakespeare in Action Workshop – Macbeth 
Facilitated by Miss Ferguson
On Tuesday 14th March 2023, Year 7 students were selected to attend a Shakespeare Workshop with West End
in Schools. During the fast-paced drama sessions students worked closely with a professional actor, Dean, using
theatrical techniques to explore key scenes from Macbeth. By putting the text up on its feet and by drawing out
the emotions of the characters, the scenes took on a new life and new meaning. By the end of the workshop,
students were excited and engaged, which in turn led to insightful writing and analysis of the play in the
classroom. Students developed their knowledge of the plot and the characters. Language and quotations were
introduced throughout the session as the students explored key moments and scenes through movement and
performance. Students reinterpreted their understanding of Macbeth, Lady Macbeth and the three witches. 
It was lovely to see students immersed in Shakespeare’s writing in a physical, interactive and engaging way and
we look forward to hosting another session for Year 8 next week. 
Blind Date with a Book

Following a successful World Book Day extravanganza, World Book Day themselves provided Year 7 with a free
book as part of their scheme to celebrate reading. The English Department facilitated a ‘Blind Date with a Book’
whereby students unwrapped a surprise novel and had the opportunity to read and swap amongst their peers.
There were 4 books to choose from with varying themes and messages. It was lovely to see students across Year
7 engaged with reading as we continue to promote  and explore literature in all its forms. 
If you wish to take a further look at the World Book Day books available this year, please click here. 

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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Key Stage 4
Facilitated by Miss C. Franks
In the final week last half-term, Year 9 and Year 11 students had the wonderful opportunity to watch a brilliant
production of Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ from the Quantum Theatre group. The performers
deconstructed the production into key moments whilst still keeping the spirit of Christmas and the true meaning
of the play. Students were engaged throughout and produced some amazing ideas about the novella when
discussing it after.

For Year 9 this was an invaluable moment as, for many, this was their first encounter with the gothic novella that
they will be studying in Year 10.The students were enthralled by the quick costume changes and many in
disbelief that this was performed by only three actors! As the play progressed the Year 9 cohort became
immersed in the story of Ebenezer Scrooge as he discovers the fate of his future if he refuses to change. The
students watched as Scrooge is visited by his old friend and partner in life Jacob Marley, who is forced to wander
the world with the ‘chain [he] forged in life’ and warns Scrooge that he will be visited by three more ghosts, all of
which will help Scrooge on his road to redemption and change. By the end of the play, the students were joining
in with their very own Christmas Carols and several began to quote the infamous ‘Bah Humbug’ as they walked
out of the doors! When questioned about their thoughts on the play some students were able to then think
about the wider contexts of the production and the true meaning that Dickens was trying to impart – no one is
beyond change and everyone matters, no matter how poor or whichever class they may be. 

For Year 11 this provided a perfect opportunity for revision before their mock exams as it included the key
quotations from the play and pivotal moments in Scrooge’s redemption. Many of our students found it useful as
they were able to recall the quotations in the play at the same time as the wonderful actors and thought about
how it linked to the play as a whole. We truly hope that they will remember this in the coming year and be able
to recall these key moments in their GCSEs that are fast approaching!



Key Stage 5
Facilitated by Mr D. Shortt
Key Stage 5 students have been working exceptionally hard throughout the last half-term, both in their studies
and supporting the English Department with the reading mentorship scheme across the school. 

Year 12 Literature students have been studying Shakespeare’s Othello as well as analysing a series of Unseen
Poetry whilst the Year 13 Literature students have been applying the finishing touches to their independent
coursework, which makes up 20% of their overall A-Level Grade under the guidance of the English Department. 
Meanwhile, Year 12 students of English Language & Literature have been engaging in novel study of Alice
Sebold’s ‘The Lovely Bones’ as well as various extracts relating to the City of Paris, exploring how such a romantic
city has been presented throughout time in various literary and non-literary forms, including memoirs, poetry,
online forums, advertisements and everything in between! Meanwhile, the Year 13 cohort have been refining
their knowledge of Tennessee Williams ‘A Streetcar Named Desire’ and focusing on the powerful imagery
generated by Williams’ writing.

Alongside this, A-Level English students have been volunteering during independent study time to support Key
Stage 3 students as reading mentors, encouraging these young people to read aloud and develop a love of
Literature through discussion, an operation that has been expertly led by both Miss Ferguson and Jade- our year
12 scholar.



This week saw Mrs Fourie inspire the Year 7 students at lunchtime whilst on Duty, by bringing some paper and
initiating the students to create paper aero-planes and having flying races.   It was lovely to see the students
engaging and having a great time. Thank you Mrs Fourie!

T

BY MRS ACTON, Acton@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

SUNNY DAYS AND PAPER PLANES WITH MRS FOURIE

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT #TEAMBLENHEIM
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CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM ACADEMY

BY MR MILLARD, Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

IPSWICH TOWN FC 0 v 4 CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM                                              PLAYER OF THE MATCH - ROZA
Chelsea FC Blenheim travelled to Ipswich in good spirits having won their last two games and being unbeaten
this half term.

After a long journey, the girls would have been forgiven for a slow start, but this was not the case. Chelsea FC
Blenheim started the game with real purpose, asserting their fluid and technical style of play on the game. After
just 12 minutes Gaby headed home a great cross from Dulcie to make it 1-0 and, 11 minutes later, Millie fired
home, having one ruled out moments earlier.

Half time came and went and the girls continued to be in the ascendency. Ipswich did not manage a shot on
target, thanks to a dominant display from midfield and the impressive back four. Millie and Dulcie completed the
scoring with two brilliant team goals, giving the Chelsea FC Blenheim side three more points in the National
Football Youth league.

Next week Chelsea FC Blenheim have two away games against high flying Northampton Town and Barking
Abbey.
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ARETE PARTNERSHIP 
BY MISS PATSIKAS, Patsikas@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Team Blenheim embarked on a new adventure this week. As part of the Arete Partnership, Blenheim
travelled 40 minutes to Gordon's School to play a tournament of two sports; hockey and badminton.
These sports were chosen for their slightly more niche position within the school's extra-curricular
programmes. 

On arrival, the students were very impressed by the facilities, particularly the on-site cafe, but were quickly
distracted by the thought of some competitive sport to get involved in. 
The students split into their badminton and hockey teams and warmed up in their respective locations,
badminton to the sports hall and hockey to the astro. 

The tournament was a round-robin style and Blenheim played competitively from the outset. Jacob and
Harry showed excellent tactical awareness in badminton and Archie and Ben put in particularly strong
performances in hockey. 

Though neither team won their sport on this occasion, it was a brilliant experience for the students and
an opportunity to see and collaborate with other schools. The PE department look forward to more of
these fixtures in the summer term.
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BOYS' RUGBY
BY MR EDWARDS, Edwards@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Boys' Rugby had another great session as they looked to test their skills in the wet and muddy conditions.
The focus was on offloads in the tackle and support lines. The boys demonstrated how they could use
footwork to beat a defender and use early communication to improve their offloads. A special mention to
Ewan who showed great accuracy and strength during a drill which included students working together to
beat tackle shields in a narrow channel. To finish we played a game on a reduced size pitch. This put
pressure on their skills with both teams working incredibly hard on the timing of their support lines. Well
done to all those involved. 

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

mailto:Edwards@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


RACKETS CLUB
BY MR KING, King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

After a two-week hiatuses Rackets club returned this week. Our session was attended by a majority of
Year 11 students who are practicing for their GCSE moderation. Year 11 students are showing good skills
in their Badminton skills and I wish them luck in their upcoming GCSE moderation.

mailto:King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


#TEAMBLENHEIM STAFF SPOTLIGHT



WELLBEING SUPPORT - EXAM STRESS

BY MR JONES, JonesA@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Wellbeing support for exam stress – Parent/carer presentation. (Years 10, 11 and 13 only)
 
It is quite normal that the majority of children will feel a certain amount of pressure when sitting exams.
However, the government unfortunately estimates that over 15% of children also become “highly stressed
or anxious” before and during exam periods, with the potential of this manifesting into other anxiety
related issues later in life.

As part of Blenheim’s ongoing programme of wellbeing guidance, parents and carers with children in
Years 10, 11 and 13 are invited to a presentation in the main hall on Wednesday 22nd March, 6.30pm –
7.30pm. The presentation will outline support available, along with possible strategies to help support a
child who is experiencing levels of exam stress.

Please click here to book tickets.

WEDNESDAY 22 MARCH - 6:30PM - 7:30PM
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/blenheim-high-school-wellbeing-event-for-exam-stress-tickets-579141546957



















