
HEADTEACHER'S WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Thursday 26 January - Parents' Mental Health Webinar, 7pm.
Monday 30 January - Chelsea FC Blenheim Parents' Information Evening, Main Hall 6 - 7:30pm.

Parents/ Carers are reminded that students are accountable for their behaviour and conduct to and from
school.  School uniform should also be worn correctly.  This week two students have been sanctioned for
inappropriate behaviour on the way home from school.

Emotional Health & Wellbeing Policy - Students click here

REMINDER OF THE WEEK

POLICY OF THE WEEK

KEY DATES 

https://www.facebook.com/BlenheimHighSchool
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/6/contact-us
https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Emotional-Health-and-Wellbeing-Policy-Students.pdf?t=1666512142


Year 11 students
Year 13 students
Children of Key Workers
Vulnerable students

Safeguarding 
Parents/Carers are advised that any safeguarding concerns should be communicated directly to the Designated
Safeguarding Lead at dsl@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk.  Parents/Carers are advised to also email the relevant Head of
Year.  Please click here for Head of Year details. 

Curriculum Update
This week the Modern Foreign Language (MFL) Department for Spanish showcase their work. For further details please
click here. 

House MasterChef Competition
Congratulations to Sinndar who were victorious this year.  Thank you to Miss Hall for hosting this special event, and to
Mr Shortt for his leadership of the House Competition. 

Sporting Success
Congratulations to the Under 13 Hockey team for putting such a spirited display against King's College this week.

Co-Curricular Sports
Another busy week of clubs and activities.  Thank you to the P.E. Department for all their work. 

Teacher Strike Action
As you will, no doubt, be aware from media coverage, strike action may be undertaken by some teaching staff on
Wednesday 1st  February and possibly three further dates in March (2nd, 15th and 16th). This action will affect many
schools both within Surrey and nationally.  

It is likely that a number of Blenheim teachers may decide to strike and they are under no obligation to confirm in
advance their intention to do so.  Every effort will be made to keep the school open to as many students as possible. We
will undertake a risk assessment early next week and may need to close the school either entirely or partly.  If a part
closure is needed then the following groups of students will be prioritised to be in school: 

A further communication and more details will be issued no later than Friday 27th January. 

Parents' Mental Health Day
Please click here for further details of the webinar that is scheduled for Thursday 26th January. 

The British Science Week
This runs from 10th - 19th March but on Monday a competition is available for students to enter.  

Staff Spotlight
This week the spotlight is on Mr Jones, Head of Year 9 and Head of Psychology. 

King's Church, off Longmead Road, Epsom, KT19 9BU
King's Church have kindly offered to open their doors to the Blenheim Community every Monday after school. 
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WORD FROM THE HEAD

mailto:dsl@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/375/staff-list


CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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USEFUL LINKS

KEY CONTACTS

SCHOOL CALENDAR

TERM DATES

CO-CURRICULAR 

PE BULLETIN

THE SCHOOL DAY

https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/245/leadership-team-key-contacts
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/302/school-calendar
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/274/term-dates
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/337/school-clubs
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/337/school-clubs
https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/23.1.23-A.pdf?t=1674220690%3Fts%3D1674220690
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/594/school-day-and-expectations


WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT #TEAMBLENHEIM

CURRICULUM UPDATE - SPANISH - MFL DEPARTMENT

BY MRS RILEY, Riley@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

This term our Spanish students continue to be working well and focusing on a range of different skills and
topics across the Key Stages. 

In Year 7 students are learning about how to describe their home and local area, give opinions about living
in Epsom, and explain their dream location to live in one day in the future. Students in Year 7 are also
approaching the end of the first term and a half of 'a taster of Spanish', and after February half term will
start learning French. At Blenheim we aim to give al students the opportunity to test out two languages,
before then choosing their preferred language to study in Year 8 and hopefully beyond. 

In Year 8 students are excited to be putting their language learning into useful practice, and are learning
about how to order food in a Spanish restaurant. This topic has also enabled students to learn about the
history of tapas and develop their speaking skills through the practice of role plays in class. This unit of
work is also teaching students how to master and manipulate key language across the tenses, and will
soon be creating an extended piece of writing to describe a meal out for a special occasion. This is a GCSE
topic, so students are also now being prepared for continuing the master of the Spanish language at GCSE
ahead of the Options process commencing next half term. We have many able Spanish lingusits, and we
look forward to seeing talents develop further at GCSE.

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
mailto:Riley@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


At Key Stage 4, Spanish students in Year 11 have been reflecting on the Mocks and consolidating writing
skills on the interesting topic of 'Global & Social issues'. Here you can see some of the high level essays
that students have produced, outlining key concerns in society today and how on a personal level these
issues could be addressed. 

In Year 13, students are starting to prepare for the final speaking exam and are carrying out independent
research projects on a range of topics linked to the Spanish speaking world, including how Spain is
successfully tackling racism in sport, the benefits of the Mediterranean diet and the equality of the sexes.
In addition, Year 13 students are also focusing on the literary aspect of the A level course, and are reading
the Lorca play 'La Casa de Bernarda Alba' which we are also planning to see live at the Cervantes theatre
in March. 



HOUSE MASTERCHEF COMPETITION 

BY MR SHORTT, Shortt@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Blenheim hosted its annual House MasterChef competition, comprising of budding chefs and bakers
ranging from Year 7 – Year 10 this week.

Each team; Nashwan, Octavius, Sinndar and Tulyar, comprised of a range of students whom worked
together to plan, create and serve their choice of two dishes – one main dish and one starter or dessert.

The atmosphere in the Food Tech department was bustling and, promptly after the conclusion of period 6,
students flocked down to begin their mise-en-place within their teams once all of the ingredients had
been handed out. Some teams opted to focus on one dish at a time, finalising the majority of the main
dish as a team before moving onto their dessert whereas some Houses opted to determine two separate
teams of chefs – one for main and one for dessert! Despite the obvious competitive element, students
worked collaboratively across teams to offer advice and share ingredients, as well as working exceptionally
well within their teams despite the pressing time pressures.

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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Overall it was a brilliant event and a real delight to see a huge range of students working together to
achieve a collective goal with fantastic team spirit.

Whilst Mr Shortt and Miss Hall thoroughly enjoyed tasting all of the dishes, ultimately one House had to be
crowned the overall winner.  Marks were given taking into consideration the following factors: 

·Sensory Qualities
·Accuracy to the brief/recipe
·Cleanliness and Hygiene of the work area
·Presentation of your dish
·Cooking skills and Creativity of dish

After an intense tasting session undertaken by the judges, including everything from bruschetta, to pizza,
to prosciutto-wrapped chicken, to gammon-steak-melts, to chiffon cakes, to cupcakes, to tropical mess, at
long last a winner was determined!

The final scores are noted below.

1st Place    Sinndar     37 points
2nd Place   Nashwan  36 points
3rd Place    Tulyar        32 points
4th place    Octavius   30 points



CO-CURRICULAR UPDATE

YEAR 7 & 8 GIRLS' NETBALL
BY MISS WALLER, Waller@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Year 7 and 8 students worked this week on developing strong passes and landing on their outside foot to
ensure they could play the ball into a much larger area of the court. They then applied these new skills
into a friendly match. The students showed high levels of motivation throughout training today which was
very impressive. Well done and keep up the great work Year 7 and 8!

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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U13 HOCKEY FIXTURE
BY MISS TIBBLE, Tibble@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

KING'S COLLEGE SCHOOL 4 v 1 BLENHEIM HIGH SCHOOL

This week the U13 Hockey team took part in a fixture against King’s College School U13 team. This was
the first school hockey fixture for all the students selected which meant there was a mix of excitement
and nerves. 

The team started off by conceding an early goal but this didn’t dampen their spirits and they grew with
confidence as the game went on, understanding more about what they need to do when they are
defending. Throughout the game they were working on making connective passes with their team mates
by leading towards the player who had the ball to receive a pass. The team showed a huge amount of grit
and determination against a well drilled KCS side.

The final score was 4-1 to KCS with the Blenheim goal coming from Betsy. They finished the match with
some post match snacks and had an opportunity to chat with the opposition.

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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BY MRS REUTER, Reuter@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

This week, the students focused on attempting new skills. With the school production just around the
corner, a lot of the students were unable to attend gymnastics club, due to rehearsal commitments. This
allowed those who are not involved in the production to benefit from some personalised coaching. The
students spent the time productively refining their handstands and securing new skills like backward
walkovers. All the students showed enormous progress and took full advantage of the smaller class. The
students will be adding these core skills to their performance pieces. 

GYMNASTICS CLUB

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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RACKETS CLUB

BY MR KING, King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

A large turnout continues to be seen at Rackets club with lots of students participating in both Table
Tennis and Badminton. Students continue to develop their skills which will help them in Core PE and
GCSE PE. 

It is fantastic to see so many students progressing; long may it continue! 

mailto:King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


BY MRS WHITEAR, Whitear@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

It is always an excellent turn out by the Year 9, 10 and 11 Basketball teams during our lunchtime club. The
Year 11 team focused on tactical and positional play around the key and three point line. The Year 9 and
10 team were focused on improving their shooting success rate with a layup and rebound drill scoring
targets of 40 baskets before applying this in conditioned games. 

YEAR 9, 10 & 11 BOYS' BASKETBALL (SESSION ONE)

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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BY MRS WHITEAR, Whitear@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The teams' practiced shooting relays around the sports hall, working on improving their personal success
rate in shooting from a range of jump shots, lay ups, rebounds and offensive play around a defender. This
put the team under pressure to stay focused and increase their competitiveness. The session finished
with King of the Court. 

YEAR 9, 10 & 11 BOYS' BASKETBALL (SESSION TWO)

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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BY MISS PATSIKAS, Patsikas@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Football club was well attended this week despite the freezing temperatures. Year 7 students focussed on
match play, aiming to close down the ball quickly. The club's more experienced students were challenged
to put pressure on the opposition by peppering the goal constantly with shots to encourage that mindset
during matches.

YEAR 7 GIRLS' FOOTBALL

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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#TEAMBLENHEIM STAFF SPOTLIGHT



WHAT IS COMING UP AT #TEAMBLENHEIM

BY MR JONES, JonesA@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Friday 27 January is recognised by Stem4 Charity as Parent Mental Health Day (PMHD). The aim is to
encourage understanding and awareness of the importance of parents’ mental health and its impact
on the whole family system.

Stem4 are inviting parents to join their webinar on Thursday 26 January at 7pm.  Should you wish to
join the webinar, please click here where they will discuss how improved parent mental health
benefits the whole family, and practical ways in which Parents/ Carers can regain equilibrium in their
lives and tip the balance towards positive mental health.  They have also produced a Balance pack,
which is attached to support the webinar. 

Please click here to visit the Parent Mental Health Day Website.

PARENT MENTAL HEALTH DAY

THE BRITISH SCIENCE WEEK

The British Science Week is a ten-day celebration of science, technology, engineering and maths. This
year's theme is connections. The national Science week 2023 will run from the 10th to the 19th of
March 2023. In the meantime, Students can enter a poster competition, which opens on Monday 23
January. Please click here for more information on the rules for entering the poster competition as
well as a list prizes. 

BY MRS FOURIE, Fourie@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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MEGA CAMPS


