
HEADTEACHER'S WEEKLY BULLETIN 

Monday 27 February - Year 10 Mock Examinations commence.
Wednesday 1 March - World Book Day.
Wednesday 1 March - Year 8 Options Evening, 6-8pm, Main Hall and classrooms around school.
Thursday 2 March - Possible Industrial Strike Action.

Parents/ Carers are reminded to check that their son/ daughter is properly equipped for school
each day. For further details on what is required please click here.

Exams Policy - click here

REMINDER OF THE WEEK

POLICY OF THE WEEK

KEY DATES 

https://www.facebook.com/BlenheimHighSchool
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/6/contact-us
https://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/594/school-day-uniform-and-expectations
https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Exams-Policy.pdf?t=1673537274


Safeguarding 
Parents/Carers are advised that any safeguarding concerns should be communicated directly to the Designated Safeguarding Lead at
dsl@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk.  Parents/Carers are advised to also email the relevant Head of Year.  Please click here for Head of Year
details. For wellbeing concerns, the appropriate email address is wellbeing@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk. 

Industrial Strike Action - Thursday 1st March 
Further to previous communication I can confirm that the school will be open to all students with the exception of Year 8 on Thursday.
Students in school may have some independent lessons in the hall supervised by a Senior member of staff.  Year 8 students will have
work set to complete on line via Showbie or Satchel One, details of which shall be communicated early next week. 

Year 10 GCSE Mock Examinations
A ParentMail has been sent previously to all Year 10 families providing details of the Year 10 Mock Examination Timetable and a revision
planning document.  In addition to the materials provided to all Year 10 students, a recording was made of the Year 10 student assembly
outlining the Mock Examination expectations, revision strategies,  revision tools available and the reward system that is in place to
recognise and celebrate students who perform to their target grades. 

Year 11 GCSE Mock Examinations
A ParentMail has been previously sent to all Year 11 families providing details of the Year 11 Mock Examinations. In addition, a recording
of the presentation delivered to Year 11 students is available. 

Year 8 Options 2023
A ParentMail has been sent to all Year 8 families detailing the Options process. Key dates and an electronic copy of the 2023 Options
Booklet can be found here. 

Curriculum Update
This week is the turn of the Health & Fitness Department to showcase their work.

Blenheim Ski Trip - Austria 2023
February half term saw the return of the Blenheim Ski trip for 92 students from Years 8-11. Thank you to those colleagues who ran the
trip.  As is typical when Blenheim students are on school trips their behaviour was commended by all staff at the Gasthof Schweizerhaus
(Hotel). 

Annual District French Speaking Competition
Congratulations to Liam in Year 7 and Liam in Year 11 who achieved second and third place respectively in this local Competition this
week. 

Racing to School
Several Year 7 tutor groups experienced a 'Racing industry' careers session this week from Racing to School, an educational charity.

UK Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Challenge
Congratulations to the 74 students who achieved certificates in this National Mathematics Event and especially to James, Angelo and
Oscar who performed well enough to progress to the next stage of the competition. 

UK Young Writers' Competition 
Congratulations to those students who had their short stories selected and published in the book that will remain in the National Archive
of the British Library forever.

Sporting Success
Congratulations to our Chelsea FC Blenheim Academy who produced two excellent performances against Arsenal and AFC
Bournemouth recently.

Co-Curricular Sports
Another busy week for Co-curricular sport activities. 

World Book Day
We look forward to World Book Day next week. 

Under the Spotlight
This week is the turn of Mr Patel, Assistant Headteacher - Leader of Mathematics. 
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WORD FROM THE HEAD
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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BLENHEIM'S SKI TRIP - AUSTRIA 2023

BY MISS RILEY, Riley@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Staff at the hotel, the instructors and the ski company all commented on the impeccable behaviour,
courtesy and motivation of our students and have already asked that we go back again in the future. It was
without a doubt a successful trip during which many memories were made that will be reminisced upon in
years to come. 

A big thank you goes out to the support and positive feedback from parents, and also to the staff who
accompanied the trip – Miss Armstrong, Mr Allen, Miss Patsikas, Mr Shortt, Miss Riley, and especially Mr
Adams as the trip leader and organiser. Here you can see some of the pictures of the students and get a
taste of the great experience had by all.  

WHAT HAS BEEN HAPPENING AT #TEAMBLENHEIM

Over the February half term, a trip that had been planned since before the pandemic finally took place,
with 42 students from Years 8 to 11 travelling to Kitzbuhel, Austria for the long-awaited Blenheim ski trip!
After the long coach drive from Blenheim to Austria, students and staff had a great time on the slopes,
making new friends and experiencing both the culture and cuisine of Austria. 

 
Students with a range of skiing abilities enjoyed a week on the beautiful mountains, in the glorious
sunshine, taking full advantage of the snow. It was fantastic to see beginner skiers progress with the aid of
the instructors, and a great opportunity for the more advanced to hone their skiing abilities and increase
their confidence in this sport. Over the course of the week, students not only spent time on a range of
slopes and runs, but also managed to fit in a visit to the picturesque town of Kitzbuhel, had fun competing
in a team quiz, and even showcased their singing abilities (or lack of!) in an evening of karaoke. 

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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CURRICULUM UPDATE 

BY MRS WHITEAR, Whitear@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
Year 9 Health and Fitness students have been actively involved in learning the components of fitness,
methods of training and principles of training and fitness testing and have applied their knowledge by
creating their own training programmes to improve muscular endurance and cardiovascular endurance.
They then analysed their results to see their progress. This term Year 9 have been learning the structure
and function of the body systems including how the skeletal and muscular systems work together to
create movement and improve performance in health and fitness activities. The structure of the spine and
the positives of having good postural alignment and the negative impacts that poor posture will have on
health and well being have also been delivered. 

HEALTH & FITNESS DEPARTMENT

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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The year 10 Health and Fitness students have been studying three of the eight topics within the
qualification. Healthy lifestyles includes the advantages of leading an active healthy lifestyle and the
consequences of a sedentary lifestyle. Diet and nutrition was a very interesting topic and all students felt
that they could expand on the variety of different foods they are eating and also make healthier choices
every day. They have researched national campaigns such as National Fitness Day, This Girl Can and NHS
Better Health and have applied their knowledge to see how local facilities actively promote and encourage
active lifestyles within the community. 

The third topic was structuring a Health and Fitness programme which included risks assessments and
health and safety considerations that all facilities and personal trainers need to do to make to reduce the
risk of injury and cater for all people including accessibility access, religion and gender specific sessions,
the benefits of completing full warm ups and cool downs; I don't think the students will forget the ice bath
homework. They have now progressed onto optimising their training programmes in which they are
applying the knowledge and understanding from across the qualification, such as how applying knowledge
of the cardiovascular system and energy systems are linking to applying maximum heart rate and training
zones to improve performance of an athlete by 75%. 



The year 11 Health and Fitness students have been working hard all year and completed one formal
examination in November in which they achieved some great results. The next formal examination is on
the 8th March and we wish all our students the best of luck. They have also been working hard to
complete the Unit 2 Synoptic Project in which they work with a client to assess their lifestyle and suggest
ways in which their client can improve their health and well-being through positive lifestyle changes, this
has included researching how to reduce stress, improve quality of sleep and set SMART goals to help the
client improve muscular strength and balance. In practical lessons, at the gym, strength and balance work
has been undertaken. 



BY MRS ANDERSON,  Anderson@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Congratulations to Liam in Year 7 who achieved second place in the Annual District French Speaking
Competition which was hosted by Blenheim High School this week.  Liam narrowly missed out on first
place which was achieved by a native French student from a local school. 

Well done to Liam in Year 11 who achieved third place out of a total of nine other students. 

ANNUAL FRENCH SPEAKING COMPETITION
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RACING TO SCHOOL - YEAR 7 

BY MR ADAMS,  Adams@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Blenheim High School is working with Racing to School, promoting different career opportunities within
the horse racing industry. Four Year 7 tutor groups received an input from three professionals who
currently work in the Horse Racing sector.

Students were delivered a presentation outlining the different roles including working in Stables,
Marketing and Finance. Students were also given the opportunity to try out the mechanical horse that
was brought in. Further events will be delivered by the Racing to School team in the forthcoming months.

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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UK MATHEMATICS TRUST (UKMT) CHALLENGE

BY MR PATEL,  Patel@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The UKMT Intermediate Mathematical Challenge is a 60-minute, multiple-choice Challenge. This week, Blenheim's
strongest Mathematicians from Years 8-11 took part. The challenge encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of
thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems. 

The problems on the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge are designed to make students think. The UKMT’s biggest
competitions are the Junior, Intermediate and Senior Mathematical Challenges, which have over 700 000 entries each
year, and are the UK's most popular school Mathematical Challenges. 

INTERMEDIATE MATHEMATICAL CHALLENGE

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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The UKMT invite the highest-scoring students to take part in follow-on rounds such as the Junior, Grey, Pink and
Senior Kangaroos and the Junior, Cayley, Hamilton and Maclaurin Olympiads. The intermediate Maths challenge is a
60 minute rigorous set of problems and from 178 participants at Blenheim, 52 students have been successful gaining
a Bronze Certificate, 19 students a Silver and 3 a Gold certificate, brilliant! 

This year we have three students that have qualified into the next round two (James and Angelo) are taking part in the
Pink kangaroo and Olly shall be taking part in the Cayley Olympiad a phenomenal achievement, congratulations! 

We are excited to see how the Year 8 students take part next year as the challenge is designed for Year 9 and above,
well done to those that qualified to take part and gained a certificate! Most importantly, well done to all those who
participated, it has given you a taste of the challenge and how you can improve for next year. Year 7 and 8 will be
entered for the Junior Maths Challenge where we will be hoping to extend our success.

Can you have a go at one of the Intermediate Maths questions?

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



UK YOUNG WRITERS' COMPETITION

BY MISS FERGUSON,  FergusonP@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Last term, students across the school took part in the UK Young Writers’ competition. Students worked hard to create
their own stories inspired by numbers. Numbers are everywhere, from our phones and watches to calendars, prices
and temperature. ‘Integer’ has been a fantastic opportunity for students to flip the script and explore numeracy
within their writing.  

I am delighted to announce that over 200 students have been selected for their short story to be published in the
Young Writers’ book. Young Writers have been running competitions with secondary schools to promote poetry and
creative writing since 1991 and their aim is to inspire children everywhere to become more confident and passionate
writers.

Those who have been chosen to be published will be featured in the book titled ‘Integer - The Power of Numbers’. A
copy will remain in the National Archives of the British Library forever and you will have the chance to purchase a
copy as a personal keepsake. 

Parents and guardians will have received a pack which includes a certificate, the poem that is to be published and
instructions on how to provide permission to publish. Please ensure that permission is granted by 19th March 2023
to have your chance to be included in this brilliant publication. 

To provide permission, please follow the instructions below:

1.Visit their online acceptance page www.youngwriters.co.uk/online
2.Create an account and use the username and password provided in the letter
3.Make any amendments that you wish to make (if necessary)
4.Give permission to publish
5.Place an order, should you wish to

Alternatively, you can sign the form included in the letter and post it to: Young Writers ACC, Remus House, Coltsfoot
Drive, Woodston, Peterborough, PE2 9BF.

Congratulations to everyone who was involved and keep an eye out for new competitions over the coming months.

“Creativity is contagious, pass it on” ~ Albert Einstein.

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM 
BY MR MILLARD, Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM 3 v 3 ARSENAL FC

In a two-game week the key attributes are often grit and determination. Having played on Wednesday the
Chelsea FC Blenheim girls had a quick turnaround as they hosted Arsenal FC on the last day of half term.

Chelsea FC Blenheim started quickly, and Amelia opened the scoring after just two minutes. It was a lovely
team goal and a powerful finish, 1-0 and a positive start. The game was, as expected, end to end, with both
sides threatening to score in equal measure. Unfortunately, it was Arsenal FC who scored the next two
goals and having found themselves 1-0 up the Chelsea FC Blenheim girls went in at half time 2-1 down.

The second half started brightly with Chelsea FC Blenheim having the better of the game. Within ten
minutes of the half starting, Chelsea FC Blenheim were level, a strike from a distance executed by Amelia, 
 bringing the home team level. Seven minutes later Chelsea FC Blenheim took back the lead, with a well
worked goal from Amelia.

The last ten minutes were a rear-guard action, as Chelsea FC Blenheim tired, looking to hold on to a crucial
three points. With two minutes of injury time played Arsenal FC delivered a killer blow, scoring from a free
kick and drawing the scores level at 3-3.

With that the game was over and the NFYL points shared, a good performance against a strong team but
it felt like it could have been more.

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM 
BY MR MILLARD, Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

CHELSEA FC BLENHEIM 3 v 1 AFC BOURNEMOUTH

Having lost 7-2 in the cup to AFC Bournemouth in September this week's game was a real indication of
how much progress the Chelsea FC Blenheim girls had made.

Chelsea FC Blenheim started with a great intensity and moved the ball quickly, knowing that the midfield
battle was crucial if they were to beat a very strong AFC Bournemouth. As with the Arsenal FC game just
before half term, it was a quick start to the scoring with Amelia A finishing calmly as she raced through on
goal. This goal gave the Chelsea FC Blenheim much needed confidence and 10 minutes later Gaby finished
a lovely solo run with a lofted finish over the AFC Bournemouth goalkeeper. Chelsea FC Blenheim were in
the ascendency for much of the first half, but it was AFC Bournemouth who scored the last goal of the half,
heading home a well worked corner. 2-1 at half time but a performance to build confidence.

Having lost points from a winning position last time out, the Chelsea FC Blenheim girls knew that they
would need to keep the intensity high if they were to secure the 3 points. They started strongly and the
first period of the half was played mostly in the AFC Bournemouth half. After 70 minutes Chelsea FC
Blenheim scored a crucial third with Amelia H finishing well after some strong play in the AFC
Bournemouth penalty area. AFC Bournemouth tried, in vain, to get back in the game, playing long when
they could and trying to turn the Chelsea FC Blenheim defence. The team stood strong and managed the
remainder of the game well, securing 3 much needed points. Next week the Chelsea FC Blenheim team
travel to Enfield to take on Level 7 Academy.

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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YEAR 7 BOYS' FOOTBALL
BY MR KING, King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

 PLAYER OF THE MATCH - TYLER

The Year 7 Football team took on their third game of the academic year coming up against Ashcombe
school. The game started well with chances at both ends, with Leo attempting a 30-yard shot that caught
the keeper out beating him but crucially also hitting the post. Just after this pressure Ashcombe scored
their first goal, a looping effort that Daniel was unable to get a hand to, result in a score for Ashcombe.
Ashcombe then placed Blenheim under heavy pressure, though Blenheim’s defence held out well and was
able to catch Ashcombe strikers off multiple times throughout the first half. However, three quick goals
from Ashcombe saw them into half time 4-0 up. 

Into the second half and just like the first Blenheim and Ashcombe were evenly matched for the first 8-10
minutes of the game. Liam, Noah and Matthew were all able to trouble the Ashcombe defence, resulting in
the Ashcombe keeper coming out multiple times in order to sweep the ball away. Some good defence
from Tyler and Jack managed to keep Blenheim in the game. However, Ashcombe were able to ramp up
the pressure and managed to score 5 goals in the last 15 minutes of the game to secure a deserved win
for them. 

The team played well throughout the game, we just need to iron out some mistakes. I’m sure that our first
win isn’t too far away. Player of the match was Tyler.

Team, Daniel, Jack, George, Noah, Tyler, Joe, Leo, Archie, Liam, Nathan, Matthew, Archie

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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YEAR 10 GIRLS' NETBALL
BY MISS HICKLIN, Hicklin@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

BLENHEIM HIGH SCHOOL 5 v 15 THERFIELD SCHOOL       PLAYER OF THE MATCH JASMINE & ALICE

The Year 10 netball team played a great netball game on Wednesday after school against the year 10/11
team from Therfield. The game started quite even, and the girls put up a strong performance however
Therfield scored four early on which seemed to knock their confidence. Blenheim slowly got into a more
fluid rhythm as a team towards the end of the first quarter which provided them with confidence to  build
on in the second quarter. The third quarter saw an extremely competitive fight between the teams with
Blenheim winning the quarter 3-2. Blenheim fought extremely hard winning lots of impressive
interceptions in defence and Centre court and the attack displayed some superb feeds into the attacking
circle. The score of a 15-5 loss did not reflect the balance of play.  Well done Girls.

mailto:Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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YEAR 8 BOYS' FOOTBALL
BY MR EDWARDS, Edwards@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Year 8 Boys' Football club spent the first half of their session working on their close control and direction
of passing. Using both feet, they demonstrated how they can use these skills in tight areas of the pitch
and beat a number of defenders. It was great to witness students focus on their first touch and the
importance of this when in a game situation. Highlights included Euan on the left wing who received
"touch of the day" and Oscar for his long-range attempts on goal. Well done to all those involved. 

CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

mailto:Millard@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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YEAR 7 BOYS' FOOTBALL
BY MR KING, King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

This week Blenheim's Year 9  Duke of Edinburgh students continued their coaching at Year 7 Boys'
Football Club concentrating on their drills. From the outset it was clear that the Year 7 students were
progressing through each drill well especially in the run up to their next Football fixture.  The drills
focused on long and short distance passing as well as two touch finishing. After this carousel of drills the
Year 7 Students went into a small sided game to finish the session.  

Once again, a special thanks to the Four Year 9 Students' who ran the drills throughout the session. 

mailto:King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


YEAR 7 GIRLS' NETBALL
BY MRS TIBBLE, Tibble@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Netball club started off with the Year 8 students leading a warm up for the Year 7 students. They led a
high energy warm up, providing Year 7 with a variety of different elements to the warm up ensuring they
were ready to play. The sessions main focus was on match play and it gave students opportunities to play
in their favourite position but also explore positions they might not be as familiar with. All students were
practising their shooting and shooting under pressure. We played Red team v Green team, both teams
demonstrated high quality Netball and were competitive throughout the match, with the Red team being
victorious. Well done to all!

mailto:Tibble@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


HOCKEY CLUB
BY MRS TIBBLE, Tibble@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The focus at Hockey Club this week was looking at speed of play, reaction to turnover and organisation of
positions. Playing in small sided games this meant all students got many touches of the ball ensuring that
passes were firm and accurate. Their communication skills are improving and developing excellent team
work.

mailto:Tibble@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


RACKETS CLUB
BY MR KING, King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

After the half term it was great to see so many different Year groups at Rackets club this week. We had
Year 11 students practicing for their GCSE practical moderation as well as Year 9 students participating in
Badminton, an optional activity for Core PE this term as well as Year 8 and Year 7 Students who will either
complete Table Tennis as part of the Core PE curriculum this half term. 

The number of Students from different year groups still amazes me each week! Remember, students who
attend this club do receive house points! 

mailto:King@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk


#TEAMBLENHEIM STAFF SPOTLIGHT



WHAT IS COMING UP AT #TEAMBLENHEIM

Back again for our Valentine’s special, Blenheim Book Club
students have remained committed to being part of a
community driven by a love for reading. The Student
Newspaper is in full swing, meeting each week to bring you
the best news from around the school. At the end of last
half term, our Valentine’s edition was released with
everything from crafts to recipes, to interviews with
teachers to colouring activities. 

Join the Student News Showbie group: M8YK8 to view a
digital copy of the latest edition. Copies will be available to
view in all tutor bases, English classrooms, the student
foyer and online. 
A massive congratulations to all students who have
participated and we hope you enjoy your Valentine’s
special!

If you wish to be part of this ever-growing community and
become part of a movement that promotes reading in a
positive, nurturing environment please contact either Miss
Ferguson (fergusonp@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk) or Miss
Biddle (biddle@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk).

BLENHEIM BOOK CLUB
BY MISS FERGUSON, FergusonP@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Blenheim Book Club and The Blenheim
Chronicles' student newspaper will continue

to run every Thursday, break 2 in the
library.
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Dress up for KS3, KS5, Blenheim Book Club, Student Newspaper, KS4 Literature Club and staff. Please
ensure your son/daughter brings in the book their character is from and a £1 donation to give to
their tutors. 
Cake sale break 2. Please encourage your son/daughter to bring cakes for the cake sale. Cakes can
be left in reception ready for break 2. 
Author visit and workshop with Fiona Longmuir, periods 1-6 for Year 7, 8, 9, KS5 and The Blenheim
Book Club. 

This half term the Blenheim Book Club in conjunction with the English department will be hosting World
Book Day on Wednesday 1st March 2023. We ask everyone to get involved and below you will find the
events for the week. Please also see the QR code which will take you to the online World Book Day book
token which can be used in participating stores.

World Book Day Events

Monday 27th February
World Book Day House Quiz. 

Tuesday 28th February
Film extravaganza in Walker with Miss Franks, break 2.

Wednesday 1st March 
(World Book Day to be celebrated)

Friday 3rd March
Book tree contest & Blind Date with a book - break 2 in the library (50p a guess). Prizes for winners.

WORD BOOK DAY 2023

BY MISS FERGUSON, FergusonP@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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FRIENDS OF BLENHEIM

UNIFORM DONATIONS

A reminder that the Preloved Uniform shop is always happy to receive donations of branded uniform.
Please drop any unwanted items into Reception. 

There is also a clothes/textiles recycling bin on the school site. It is located in the small car park on the left
as you enter the school. Every kilogram of clothing received raises funds for the school. 

200 CLUB WINNERS

Congratulations to our January winners! Please 
email friendsof@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk to claim 
your prize!

1st Prize of £26.25 – Jasper Waghorn 9BE
2nd Prize of £15.75 – Charlotte Kinsey 7OF
3rd Prize of £10.50 – Olivia Tuck 7NE

Numbers can still be bought on ParentPay and now 
cost £5 until 28th February when the next draw will 
take place. The more numbers bought the bigger the prizes so 
please support our 200 club if you can! The cost will reduce every 
month according to the number of months left to draw. 

BY FRIENDS AT BLENHEIM, Friendsof@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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