
Literacy and Numeracy Catch-Up Premium Review 2016-17 

 

The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium gives schools additional funding to support students in Year 7 
who did not achieve the expected standard in reading and/or Maths at the end of key stage 2 (KS2).  

How must schools use this money?  
Schools are free to spend the catch-up premium as they see fit but will be held accountable for how this 
additional funding has been used to support eligible pupils in their literacy and numeracy.  

Catch-Up Premium Allocation 2016-17 

The amount of catch-up premium allocated to Blenheim during 2016-17 was £19,571. This allocation was 
made on the basis of 66 students joining Y7 having not achieved expected levels in reading and 71 not 
achieving expected levels or above in Maths at KS2.  

How this money was spent to support literacy  
The majority of the allocation was used to provide the smaller class setting of our Y7 Access Group. Students 
were additionally supported through individual and small group withdrawal to work on literacy skills through 
Lexia and the Read Write Inc. programme with a specialist teacher.  

Impact of this intervention  
64% of the students eligible for the literacy catch-up made progress with their reading with 52% of them 
making more than 6 months progress over the year.   

How this money was spent to support Maths  
The majority of the allocation was used to provide smaller class settings with an additional class on each side 
of the year group of less than 15 students. Individual baseline testing using the Sandwell Early Numeracy Test 
was undertaken, with money being used to resource this and to fund the training required to undertake the 
Sandwell assessments and follow-up programme. Money was also used, alongside Pupil Premium funding, to 
allow us to provide additional withdrawal support for students by Maths specialists.  

Impact of this intervention  
The testing provided us with an accurate baseline of individual needs and also highlighted issues not apparent 
from the KS2 results e.g. average numeracy age of those tested was 8 years. Further analysis of the impact is 
currently being undertaken. 

Catch-up Premium 2017-18  
49 of our incoming Y7 students did not achieve ‘secondary ready’ standards in reading and 41 did not achieve 
‘secondary ready’ standards in Maths. With broadly the same amount of funding available to the school in 
2017-18, we intend to employ similar strategies as in the previous year. We will also be providing students 
with access to an on-line literacy programme called Bedrock, an online Maths resource called Hegarty Maths 
and as a PiXL school we will also be using their catch up resources in withdrawal sessions.  

 


