
OPEN WEEK FAQS 2020 

GENERAL 
Q. What practical things do you have in place to support children who are capable of achieving in the top 5% academically), 
ensuring that they achieve their very best?  
A. Blenheim students have access to a broad, balanced, innovative and inclusive curriculum. Teaching and learning within the 
curriculum is pitched high and then scaffolded to allow all learners to progress. All learning across the curriculum involves stretch 
and challenge tasks that high performing students are directed to. In 2020, 5% of Year 13 students gained places at Oxbridge, a 
significant achievement for any state school and a product of the challenge that high performing students have to negotiate.   
 

From September 2020 the school has launched a new initiative called the High Performer’s Programme, which is an extra-
curricular programme designed to support, challenge and facilitate high performing students across the curriculum. The 
programme provides a breadth of experiences for high performing students to develop their love of learning.  For example, all 
year groups have access to Oxplore, an interactive platform produced by Oxford University, which introduces students to a wide 
range of complex ideas across the curriculum to develop debating and critical thinking skills. 
 
Q. How many year 7s are there? How many per class? 
A. In September 2020, 248 places were accepted at Blenheim with students being divided into 8 tutor groups of 31 students.  
 
Q. Is German taught as a Modern Language as part of the curriculum? What languages do you offer for year 7? 
A. German is no longer taught. French and Spanish are delivered to all students in Years 7 and 8 prior to the options process which 
occurs at the end of Year 8 ahead of three year Key Stage 4 which commences at the start of Year 9. Students do not have to take 
a language at GCSE although our most successful linguists will be encouraged to do so including studying dual languages. 
 
Q. Does the school canteen cater for those who only eat halal meat? 
A. The school canteen does not procure halal meat as a matter of course but this can be purchased at special request for individual 
students. 
 
Q. Is cricket on the curriculum and /or after school activities option? 
A. Cricket is on the summer curricular and extra-curricular programme. 
 
Q. What is the cultural/diversity mix within the school? 
A. The figures below compare Blenheim to the National Average.  

 Blenheim High School England – mainstream 
secondary schools 

Total number of pupils on roll (all ages) 1236 3327970 
Girls on roll 55.6% 49.8% 
Boys on roll 44.4% 50.2% 
Pupils with an SEN Education, Health and Care Plan 1.1% 1.7% 
Pupils with SEN Support 13.8% 10.8% 
Pupils whose first language is not English 11.2% 16.9% 
Pupils eligible for free school meals at any time during the past 6 years 17.6% 27.7% 

 
Q. Do you do induction days at the end of the summer term for intake next September? 
A. Transition is an important part of the work we do at Blenheim and is carried out by a dedicated Transition Team. We offer a full 
Induction Day in July where students have the opportunity to meet their Form Tutor and other students from their new tutor 
group. A series of after school ‘Taster Lessons’ are also offered throughout the summer term to help students familiarise 
themselves with Blenheim.  
 
In 2020, the entire Transition Position was virtual but still hugely successful. Students had online calls with the Form Tutors and 
Tutor Groups. Taster Lessons were also published weekly online for Year 6 students to take part in at home. Videos from 
Headteacher and Head of Year 7 along with a virtual tour of the school were also published. 
 
Q. Will initial lessons just be with the same form? Or will there be sets meaning that some lessons are with a different mix of 
students to the form group? 
A. The majority of lessons in Year 7 will be taught in students’ tutor groups with a small number of lessons being a mixture of other 
Year 7 students. 



ADMISSIONS 
 
Q - When is the deadline for Year 7 2021-22 Applications? 
A – Secondary school applications opened on 1st September 2020 and they must be submitted by the deadline of 31st October 
2020. Any submissions after this date will be treated as ‘late’ and your choices will not be prioritised.  
 

Deadline for application submission 31st October 2020 
National Offer Day for Secondary Schools 1st March 2021 
Deadline to Accept/Decline Offer 15th March 2021 
Deadline for Appeals to be submitted 29th March 2021* 
Appeals heard by: 17th May 2021* 

*These appeal dates are subject to change 
 
Q - How do I apply?  
A - All applications must be made through your Local Authority. Although Blenheim is a Surrey County School, if your local authority 
for your home address is Sutton or Kingston for example, you must follow the Sutton or Kingston application process, regardless 
of which local authority the schools are under.  
 
Q – When will I know which school my child has been offered? 
A – National offer day for secondary school places will be on 1st March 2021. Letters and emails will be sent out to applicants on 
that day, usually late afternoon. You can also login into your eAdmissions account to view the outcome. You must Accept or 
Decline your offer by 15th March 2021, via your eAdmissions account. You cannot accept or decline directly to the school. 
 
Q – I have an older child who is already at Blenheim, but we have now moved further away. Will my younger child still be able 
to get a place at Blenheim? 
A – So long as the older sibling is still at Blenheim at the time of Offer Day, then we will apply the ‘Sibling Criteria’ to the application, 
meaning siblings of existing students have priority over those who are allocated place based on distance to the school gate. This 
is the case even if they live further away. Please see our Admissions Policy on our website. 
 
Q - What is Blenheim’s catchment area? 
A – For our 2020 intake, initial offers were made to a distance of 4.8km. After appeals, offers were extended to a distance of 5.5 
km. Our new radial catchment area was put into place in 2020. We expect the distances of offers to vary year on year, largely on 
the number of applicants. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The darker green, inner circle shows the 4.8km radial distance. The outer, lighter green shows the 5.5km radius of offers after 
appeals. 
 
 



Q – What do I need to do if I move house after applying? 
A - If you move house you must contact the Local Authority Admissions team to inform them of your new address. You must 
provide proof of address, such as a council tax letter or bank statement. If you have any questions about how this may or may not 
affect your likelihood of getting into a particular school, please contact the Local Authority Admissions team. If you move house 
after the offer has been made, you should also advise the school of your new address. This is also applicable if you are on the 
waiting list for any schools. 
 
Q – What happens if I don’t get an offer from Blenheim? 
A – If you are offered a place at a school that was not your 1st preference, then you will automatically be placed on the waiting list 
of all schools that were a higher preference to the one offered. For example: If you were offered your 3rd preference, then you 
will be on the wait list for the 1st and 2nd preference schools, but not 4th and 5th preferences. If Blenheim was not on your original 
list of preferences, or you have since moved into the area and you wish to be added to the Blenheim waiting list, please contact 
your Local Authority. 
 
Q- What is your transition programme? 
A – Transition is an important part of the work we do at Blenheim High School and we have a dedicated Transitions Team who 
manage transition. We offer a full Induction Day where students have the opportunity to meet their Form Tutor and other students 
that will be in their tutor group when they join Blenheim.  A series of after school ‘Taster Lessons’ are also offered so that students 
can familiarise themselves with Blenheim.  
 
In 2020, the whole Transition Position was virtual but still hugely successful. Students had online calls with Form Tutors and Tutor 
Groups and Taster Lessons were published online for Year 6 students to take part in at home. Videos from Blenheim’s Headteacher 
and Head of Year 7 along with a virtual tour of the school were also published. 
 
Blenheim is prepared for both eventualities for 2021. 
 
Q - My Child has an EHCP, how do I apply for a place? 
A – If the EHCP is pending, you will need to apply via the standard application route as above. All families with children with an 
EHCP in place must liaise with their Local Authority to name a school(s) on their plan.  For any questions about EHCPs or SEND, 
please contact our SENCO, Miss Ricketts, at ricketts@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk . 
 
Q - Where do I buy the uniform from? 
A – The Blenheim uniform supplier is Stevenson’s at Lester Bowden. The store is based in Epsom town centre and more information 
can be found on their website www.stevensons.co.uk. The Friends of Blenheim group also run a second hand uniform shop for 
both new and existing parents/carers. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Admissions please contact our Admissions Officer, Mrs Kann, on 
kann@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk . 
 
 


