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We are delighted you are considering Blenheim Sixth Form to continue your education and we look 
forward to sharing your future success. 

Blenheim Sixth Form is in receipt of a strong Ofsted Report.  Key areas of strength include the broad 
and balanced curriculum, the unique extended day, personalised career and academic guidance 
and the dedicated Sixth Form Team.  It is this combination that has seen significant proportions of 
Blenheim leavers attend Russell Group Universities including Oxbridge, as well as undertake high level 
apprenticeships and exciting employment placements.  Ofsted recognised that learners’ needs are well 
met and strong provision results in good outcomes with students being well equipped for the next stage 
of education or employment.  We are delighted to see this provision continually develop and excited to 
watch new cohorts undertake similar journeys of success. 

The ethos of our school community is ‘Team Blenheim’ and we pride ourselves on the opportunities 
we offer students, so that they develop into well-rounded people ready for the wider world and its 
challenges.  This journey is shaped through weekly enrichment sessions and complemented by the Sixth 
Form’s volunteering programme.  Other development opportunities include being part of the Student 
Leadership Team, becoming a Prefect, leading RAG week events, mentoring main school students and 
organising House events.  These opportunities ensure that students give back to the community and 
learn the lifelong skills which are attractive to Universities and employers. 

Our Sixth Form offers students the opportunity to join a vibrant community, with modern facilities, high 
quality teaching and a culture where potential and responsibility thrive.  All students benefit from our 
bespoke Sixth Form study areas, a refurbished designated café and excellent access to ICT provision.  
Students who make the decision to join Blenheim Sixth Form can expect to leave as well qualified 
independent learners, with strong cultural capital and a desire to achieve more than they first thought 
possible. 

Fundamentally, our passion for academic excellence goes hand in hand with our belief in personal 
development ensuring students experience an inspiring Sixth Form journey and consistently become the 
best versions of themselves so they are genuinely equipped for the next part of their journey.

We look forward to welcoming you. 

Miss A. Armstrong
Head of Sixth Form
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At Blenheim, the development of personal and leadership skills are prioritised and encouraged. There 
is a strong sense of community with Sixth Form students helping, supporting and mentoring younger 
students. This includes working alongside teachers to support students, tutoring in their specialist 
subject areas or supporting with the English Department’s reading scheme. Students are encouraged 
to work on civic, charitable and fundraising projects and to take an active part in Sixth Form Rag Week; 
definitely entertaining!

As part of Sixth Form, students also have the opportunity to achieve the Silver and Gold Awards in the 
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme; a valuable addition to applications for careers and universities. They 
can also enter the Young Enterprise Scheme or become a Senior Prefect. 

Every year the Drama department delivers a spectacular production at a Professional Theatre and Sixth 
Form students play leading performance and support roles.

Sixth Form students experience significant enrichment opportunities both during the school day and 
as part of extra curricular activities. This ensures students develop into well- rounded people who are 
prepared for the next step of their journey.

Finally, Senior Prefects organise sports teams, parties, barbecues, charity events, House competitions and 
recreational sport, all of which are accessible to our Sixth Form community.

LIFE IN 
THE SIXTH FORM



Throughout their time in Blenheim Sixth Form, students are encouraged to fulfil their potential and 
develop lifelong skills within a co-educational environment. We strive to ensure that all students are 
happy and confident. A dedicated team of Tutors use their skills and knowledge to support students 
both academically and personally from the moment they consider Blenheim Sixth Form.

All Sixth Formers have access to a number of personalised areas including a newly refurbished 
independent study area and a designated cafe and balcony terrace in the Sixth Form block. In addition, 
there is also the Learning Resource Centre which offers dedicated Sixth Form only study sessions on a 
daily basis. The LRC is prioritised for Sixth Form students and coupled with several Sixth Form only ICT 
suites, students are given every opportunity to develop lifelong independent learning skills. Part of this 
process involves students being set regular targets through rhythmical mentoring. These targets are 
revisited on an individual basis.

Students have a personal achievement tracker which encourages them to take responsibility for their 
own progress. Something that is continually monitored and encouraged. Daily attitude to learning and 
achievement clinics provide students with an opportunity where necessary to improve student habits 
and to focus on their subjects.

Relationships between students and staff in the Sixth Form are excellent. Staff are available to students 
outside of lesson time and with small teaching groups, the extended day and other support sessions, 
students receive a personalised experience.

GUIDANCE 
& SUPPORT



A levels remain the mark of a robust education and are used by both universities and employers in their 
selection criteria.

However, employers increasingly understand both A level and BTEC qualifications as part of their 
recruitment process. On average, approximately 80% of Blenheim Sixth Form students progress to 
university, many gaining prestigious places at Russell Group universities. For the remainder, other 
exciting education, training and employment opportunities exist, including Higher and Advanced 
Apprenticeships and school leaver programmes. Weekly development sessions expose students to a 
number of enrichment and educational opportunities, such as guest speakers from Future Frontiers, 
Oxbridge and Surrey Apprenticeships.

We do not expect all our students to have decided on a specific career path when they come to choose 
their Sixth Form courses but they will know their strengths, skills, values and have ideas about the type 
of environment or general sector they may wish to work in. When choosing subjects, we encourage 
students to consider the subjects that interest them and that they can achieve their best grades in. 
Typically, this helps inform future career opportunities.

We encourage students to think about how the combination of their subject choices can open up wider 
opportunities. During Year 12 and Year 13, all students receive 1 to 1 careers support. In addition, a 
comprehensive Careers Library based in the Learning Resource Centre is available to all students.

Blenheim benefits from an active Alumni with students having access to mentors, talks and events held 
by, or involving our Alumni.

POST-18
PROGRESSION



CHELSEA FC 
BLENHEIM ACADEMY

September 2022 sees the fIfth year of the Chelsea FC Blenheim girls’ Football Academy. The Sixth Form 
Football Academy allows girls aged 16-19 to benefit from the unique opportunity to experience an 
academic-led post-16 education, gaining robust Level 3 qualifications, alongside a full programme of 
professional football coaching, that informs Chelsea FC Blenheim’s participation in the National Youth 
Football League.

Women’s football is one of the fastest growing participation sports in England. The Lioness’ extraordinary 
European Championship success this Summer has only exacerbated this trend. The Academy gives 
young women the opportunity to pursue their footballing dreams while benefitting from a wider 
understanding of sport and exercise science, and the great career opportunities the industry offers.

The creation of the Academy demonstrates not only Blenheim’s commitment to its students but
also an ambition to engage and serve the local and wider community. Chelsea Foundation and 
Blenheim High School both fundamentally believe in a growth mindset, with the principle of constant 
improvement at the centre of all work. It is this common philosophy that has helped create this unique 
Academy that delivers excellent football development opportunities coupled with a high-quality post–
16 education.

A raft of pathways also present themselves with the Chelsea Foundation able to offer potential 
employment opportunities, direct links with St. Mary’s University in Twickenham and a variety of player 
pathways, including scholarships in the USA.

Full details of trial dates, Open Events and the coaching programme can be found on our website.
www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/819/chelsea-fc-foundation-football-academy



CHOOSING 
YOUR COURSES
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Blenheim offers students a wide choice of subjects and different academic routes through Sixth Form.
Some students opt for A levels, the UK’s traditional national examination medium; others choose 
a programme of study comprising of Level 3 BTECs. BTECs are designed as specialist work related 
qualifications and provide students with an opportunity to gain hands on experience in a particular field 
or subject.

Some students opt to follow a programme of study combining A levels and BTECs, both of which are 
highly valued by universities and employers. Students may be unsure which pathway or combination of 
subjects is the best option. If that is the case, our experienced team will give advice based on preferred 
subject areas and career aspirations.

Students should ask themselves:

Q: What subjects do I enjoy/really interest me? 
Students are expected to look through this guide and to peruse the Blenheim website for video 
introductions from Heads of Department. 

www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/693/sixth-form-courses

Q: Which subjects am I good at? 
Students should reflect on which subject best suits their skills and why.

Q: Which subjects am I qualified to study? 
Students need to consider the course entry requirements shown in the Sixth Form entry criteria 
document which can be found on the Blenheim website.

www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/266/sixth-form-admissions

Q: Are there any new subjects that sound interesting to me?
Subject staff should be spoken with and subject guides consulted. 

Q: Is there a particular course I am interested in studying or a particular University I would like to attend? 
If so, students should research what grades/subjects they are likely to need. Equally, University websites, 
ucas.com, Sixth Form and careers staff should all be consulted with.

Q: Do I have a particular career in mind? 
The qualifications needed to engage with a particular career need to be considered. Year 11 students 
receive careers advice as part of their Year 11 curriculum journey and also have guidance from Blenheim’s 
impartial and independent Careers team.



A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Studying Fine Art is the perfect way to build on success at GCSE and 
develop practice as an artist to an advanced level. This helps prepare 
students for further and higher education, as well as explore the 
working practices of contemporary artists, designers and craftspeople.

Students are introduced to a range of fine art media, processes 
and techniques, including traditional and new media. They explore 
the use of drawing for different purposes and use sketchbooks to 
underpin work. The exploration of images, artefacts and resources 
is a key and integral part of the course that is shown through a 
combination of practical and written work. Work from around 
the world, both past and present, is explored. Gallery visits are an 
important part of A level and students are encouraged to regularly 
and independently visit galleries, in addition to attending school led 
trips.

Students are required to work in one or more of the following areas 
and are encouraged to explore how these might, and often do, 
overlap:
• Drawing and painting
• Mixed-media, including collage and assemblage
• Sculpture
• Ceramics
• Installation
• Printmaking
• Moving image and photography

ASSESSMENT
Exam Board - AQA
Non exam 
Assessment

Portfolio Personal Investigation. No 
time limit.

60% of the
qualification

Non exam 
assessment

Externally Set Assignment. 
Preparatory period plus 15 hours 
supervised time.

40% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
This includes trips to museums and galleries, portfolio support 
sessions, various exhibitions, competitions and the Art Ambassadors 
scheme.

PROGRESSION
The most common route that students take is a Foundation 
Diploma in Art and Design at art-school. Some successfully apply 
for degree courses in the arts, or related subjects, without having to 
complete their Foundation.  Students from Blenheim have previously 
progressed to some of the most prestigious Art colleges in the country 
and the Sixth Form has strong links with the University for the Creative 
Arts.

“The best thing about A-Level Art and Design is the freedom to decide on 
the work you do” Student Voice 2021/22

-7-
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
The OCR course content is split into 6 modules. Each of them building 
the knowledge of the previous one.
• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in biology
• Module 2 – Foundations in biology (Cells, biological molecules, 

enzymes)
• Module 3 – Exchange and Transport systems
• Module 4 – Biodiversity, evolution and disease
• Module 5 – Communication, homeostasis and energy
• Module 6 – Genetics, evolution and ecosystems

Biology students develop;
• Essential knowledge and understanding of different areas of the 

subject and how they relate to each other
• And demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and 

understanding of scientific methods
• Competence and confidence in a variety of practical, mathematical 

and problem solving skills
• Their interest in and enthusiasm for the subject, including 

developing an interest in further study and careers associated with 
the subject

• And understand how society makes decisions about scientific 
issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the 
economy and society (as exemplified in ‘How Science Works’ 
(HSW)).

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - OCR
Exam (2.25 hrs) Modules 1, 2, 3 & 5 37% of the

qualification
Exam (2.25 hrs) Modules 1, 2, 4 & 6 37% of the

qualification
Exam (1.5 hrs) Modules 1 - 6 26% of the

qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
A level students are encouraged to participate in GCSE Biology lessons 
so that they can benefit from  explaining biological concepts to KS4 
students which helps tremendously in Sixth Form students’ own 
consolidation and knowledge. 

PROGRESSION
A level Biology is a rigorous and broad subject. It can be used as a 
springboard for many careers, including biological research, ecological 
and environmental careers, marine conservation, medicine, pharmacy, 
dentistry, pharmacology and teaching. The list is endless.

“It is a great course as you get to understand the main processes of life. 
The world finally starts to make sense!” Student Voice 2021/22

“I love the course because you learn about so many different topics, it is 
very varied and interesting” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
All of society is affected by the decisions businesses make, both locally 
and globally.  This course enables students to understand why and 
how businesses make the decisions they do.  Students investigate 
a range of topics from how a local independent coffee shop 
might promote itself, to the ethical dilemmas facing multinational 
companies today.  

The following themes (and many more) will be studied across the two 
years;
• Meeting customer needs
• Marketing & brand development
• Human resource management
• Accounting and finance
• Globalisation and business expansion
• Economic & Political influences on business
• Strategic decision making methods
• Leadership and business culture

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
Exam (2 hrs) Marketing, people and global 

businesses
35% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) Business activities, decisions and 
strategy

35% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) Investigating businesses in a 
competitive environment

30% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Students participate in trips to the Bank of England and Wimbledon 
Tennis Museum. They are encouraged to take part in Young Enterprise 
and other national student competitions. 

PROGRESSION
A Business A level is the first step towards a wide range of diverse 
career paths. Those who study Business at degree level go on to find it 
provides a wide range of transferable skills. It also provides a platform 
from which to secure apprenticeships and other professional training 
pathways.

“It is enjoyable and fun and allows me to gain important skills needed for 
the future.” Student Voice 2021/22

“I hope to study business at university and really like the way our teacher 
looks at relevant real world examples to help us understand the topics 
better.” Student Voice 2021/22

BU
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
The Chemistry course teaches not only essential chemical concepts, 
but also a range of analytical and practical skills, which prepares 
students for more advanced scientific study.  The course also 
studies some of the important applications of Chemistry such as 
the development of antibiotics, designer materials, pesticides and 
chemical dyes.

During Year 12, students complete four modules of study:
• Module 1 – Development of practical skills in chemistry
• Module 2 – Foundations in chemistry
• Module 3 – Periodic table and energy
• Module 4 – Core organic chemistry

This is followed by a further two modules in Year 13:
• Module 5 – Physical chemistry and transition elements
• Module 6 – Organic chemistry and analysis

Over the two years of the course, students also complete a practical 
endorsement (this is reported separately from the overall A 
level grade) by undertaking a minimum of 12 assessed practical 
assignments.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - OCR
Exam (2.25 hrs) Modules 1, 2, 3 & 5 37% of the

qualification
Exam (2.25 hrs) Modules 1, 2, 4 & 6 37% of the

qualification
Exam (1.5 hrs) Modules 1 - 6 26% of the

qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
In addition to various visits and visitors, students studying A level 
Chemistry have opportunities to complete placements in a number of 
scientific, engineering, medical and educational fields. A level students 
also have opportunities to collaborate with and support younger 
students, both in class and in other activities.  These may include 
Science Club, Crest Awards and other events and competitions.

PROGRESSION
In addition to various visits and visitors, students studying A level 
Chemistry have opportunities to complete placements in a number of 
scientific, engineering, medical and educational fields. A level students 
also have opportunities to collaborate with and support younger 
students, both in class and in other activities.  These may include 
Science Club, Crest Awards and other events and competitions.

“You have to work hard outside of class, but there are lots of resources and 
help available from the teachers.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Devising: Students devise an original performance piece, using one 
key extract from a performance text and a theatre practitioner as 
stimuli. There are two parts to the assessment; a portfolio in addition 
to the devised performance.

Text in performance: Students produce a group performance of one 
key extract from a performance text, in addition to a monologue 
or duologue performance from one key extract from a different 
performance text.

Theatre Makers in Practice: This written exam involves students 
answering one extended response question requiring them to analyse 
and evaluation of live theatre performance. Students also answer two 
extended response questions based on an unseen extract from the 
performance text they have studied. 

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Pearson
Performance 
and portfolio

Devising performance and written 
log

40% of the
qualification

Performance Text in performance 20% of the
qualification

Exam (2.5 hrs) Theatre Makers in Practice 40% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Students experience a variety of theatre trips. They have the 
opportunity to partake in workshops with professional actors 
and directors. Many of our sixth form students become Drama 
Ambassadors which means they develop their directing and acting 
skills by helping to deliver Drama lessons throughout the school. 

PROGRESSION
A level Drama is an excellent preparation for a degree in Drama and 
Theatre either at university or Drama School. The skills developed 
in the subject are relevant to life and link in with many different and 
professional areas. Some careers that studying Drama can lead to 
are theatre/film director, theatre/film producer, writer, critic, arts 
administrator, stage manager, sound technician, actor, community arts 
worker, public relations officer, broadcast presenter, higher education 
lecturer, secondary school teacher, drama therapist, community 
workshop leader, youth worker, sales, management, presenter to 
name a few.

“Through working as a Drama Ambassador I have really improved my 
confidence and I now feel that I have the knowledge and experience to 
pursue a career as a Drama teacher”  Student Voice 2021/22

“Drama has really improved my essay writing skills for all of my subjects. 
It has aided my analytical skills and my grades across all my subjects have 
improved.”  Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
The course focuses on the study of literature and linguistics from both 
the past and the present, covering a range of poetry, prose and drama.  
A Level students sit two exams for A Level Language and Literature. 
• Paper 1: Telling Stories focuses on how stories are presented; 

how language choices shape representations of worlds and 
perspectives and why people tell stories. For this paper, students 
study an AQA Anthology of texts on Paris; Alice Sebold’s The 
Lovely Bones; and poetry by Robert Browning.

• Paper 2: Exploring Conflict students study F. Scott Fitzgerald’s 
The Great Gatsby and Tennessee William’s A Street Car Named 
Desire. At the end of Year 12 and the beginning of Year 13 students 
complete their coursework in which they undertake a personal 
investigation that explores a specific technique or theme in both 
literary and non-literary discourse.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Exam (3 hrs) Telling Stories. Open book only for 

section C
40% of the
qualification

Exam (2.5 hrs) Exploring Conflict. Open book 
exam.

40% of the
qualification

Non exam 
assessment

2500 word independent critical 
study

20% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
This takes the form of reading, guided research, collecting data, 
analysing texts using specific linguistic methods and composing 
original pieces to prepare for coursework. Trips will be offered to 
university lectures and the theatre as suitable opportunity arises. 
Students are expected to work independently and read widely around 
the topics they are studying. There is a KS5 reading group that runs 
after school and supports wider reading.

PROGRESSION
The reading, research, essay writing and analytical skills developed 
through the course support a wide range of university courses. 
English is good for any job that involves communication, writing and/
or literary knowledge. Employment opportunities include: advertising, 
marketing, writing and journalism, law, consultancy, business, 
teaching, performing arts, academia, government, linguistics, foreign 
languages, media and design. Careers in the sciences, engineering, 
technology and maths also need competent English skills. Writing 
proposals, academic papers & articles and communicating with others 
is key to acquiring funding for projects and reaching people with your 
work.

“I am so glad that I chose Lang Lit as I enjoyed both Language and 
Literature in Year 11, the course is really varied so we get to read and 
analyse some brilliant novels and poetry as well doing some creative 
writing which I love.” Student Voice 2021/22

-12-



A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
A-Level English Literature introduces students to a wide range of texts 
from across the literary canon. The curriculum fosters a love of reading 
and provides them with the skills to apply critical readings as well as 
historical and cultural contexts to a range of different genres of texts. 

Students will be expected to show a willingness to read 
independently and engage in wider reading. Lessons include 
debating and discussions and students are encouraged to voice their 
ideas and opinions. The course is ideal for anyone who enjoys critically 
and imaginatively engaging with texts.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Exam (3 hrs) Love through the ages 40% of the

qualification
Exam (2.5 hrs) Texts in shared contexts 40% of the

qualification
Non exam 
assessment

Independent critical study: 
texts across time

20% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Students are encouraged to participate in trips to the theatre, study 
days at universities and reading groups to support independent 
learning.

The team run a number of additional revision sessions for students to 
develop their English skills in a more informal context.  

PROGRESSION
English Literature is well-respected as a course which develops skills 
in arguing a case, developing independent thinking and preparing 
students for becoming sophisticated communicators. 

The reading, research, essay writing and analytical skills developed 
through the course support a wide range of university courses. 
English is good for any job that involves communication, writing and/
or literary knowledge. These include: advertising, marketing, writing 
and journalism, law, consultancy, business, teaching, performing arts, 
academia, government, linguistics, foreign languages, media and 
design. 

Careers in the sciences, engineering, technology and maths also need 
more English than you think. Writing proposals, academic papers & 
articles and communicating with others is key to acquiring funding for 
projects. 

“English Literature is a great subject, we get to go into so much more 
detail than at GCSE and the debates in class are really fun.” Student Voice 
2021/22
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COURSE DETAILS
Students undertake a University style dissertation on a topic of their 
choice. They are expected to construct a 5000 word report and compile 
a reflective log of their ‘learning journey’. They will be required to gather 
a range of research, both primary and secondary and use this to guide 
their choice of topic and ultimately, their project title. They will analyse 
the information and research they have collected and use this to 
construct a robust argument for or against their project title and their 
hypotheses. Finally, they will evaluate the whole process, state what 
they have learnt and how they could further extend and improve their 
work.

Throughout the course, students will be supported through supervision 
meetings with an experienced member of staff (similar to tutoring at 
University), although the emphasis will be on independent learning. 
Allied to the supervision sessions, students will be taught a range of 
skills, such as how to use the Harvard Referencing System, which it is 
hoped will prepare them fully for their future progression.

The aim of the Project is to encourage intellectual curiosity and to 
consequently realise academic outcomes. Students can choose either to 
further investigate a topic they have already studied at A level or pursue 
a personal interest in a structured and academic way. The EPQ tests 
organisational skills, decision-making and ICT skills, and gives students 
the opportunity to make a significant contribution to the choice and 
design of the project. It attracts UCAS points and is the equivalent of an 
AS level.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Students submit a project that can take many formats from an essay or 
report to a performance or piece of art. Students are assessed not just 
on the final piece but also on the process gone through to complete it. 

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
This qualification lends itself to extending student learning well beyond 
the confines of the classroom. In the past, students have interviewed 
specialists in a particular field, carried out fieldwork at CERN and in 
Kenya and have collected a range of primary data for analysis.

PROGRESSION
As this course complements all subjects you can go on to literally 
do anything. The qualification is highly regarded by Universities, as 
successful completion of the qualification helps to prepare students for 
the academic and intellectual demands of higher education, as well as 
future employment. Sometimes, students receive reduced offers from 
Universities.

“I feel that, by completing the EPQ, I have developed a wide range of 
essential skills, which will be invaluable to me during university and in the 
future. Time management and organisational skills have been imperative 
whilst completing the project, and I have been able to pursue an area of 
interest that I am planning to study at university.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
First Year:
• Coastal Systems and Landscapes – This section focuses on the 

dynamic nature of coastal zones in the UK and beyond.  
• Hazards – Students investigate natural hazards in relation to 

human populations, often in dramatic and sometimes catastrophic 
fashion.  

• Contemporary Urban Environments – Geographers study urban 
growth and change, which are seemingly ubiquitous processes 
and present significant challenges for human populations.  

• Geographical Fieldwork Investigation and Skills – All students are 
expected to undertake fieldwork.  Statistical maths is an important 
part of this section.   

Second Year:
• Global Systems and Global Governance – Students consider how 

technological advances and other driving factors have altered the 
economy and society at large in recent decades.  

• Changing Places – This unit focuses on human engagement 
with place and considers how these spaces are fundamentally 
important to how people live their lives.

• Water and Carbon Cycle – This unit explores some of the major 
questions about the health of our planet and the impact humans 
are having on the natural world.  

• Geography Fieldwork Investigation - Students complete an 
• individual investigation which must include data collected in the 

field.

ASSESSMENT
Exam Board - AQA
Exam (2.5 hrs) Physical Geography 40% of the

qualification
Exam (2.5 hrs) Human Geography 40% of the

qualification
Non exam
assessment

Geography Fieldwork 
Investigation

20% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Students experience a residential field trip to Exmoor National Park for 
four days, in addition to local trips.

PROGRESSION
Geography provides varied career paths and a Geography degree lays 
a good foundation for careers such as surveying, accounting, teaching, 
law, banking and finance and others.

“Geography lessons are really great!  Resources are different and learning 
is fun! Lessons have a range of activities in them.” Student Voice 2021/22

“I am really glad I chose Geography for A level.  I find the topics interesting 
and challenging, and I am really looking forward to the field trips.” 
Student Voice 2021/22

-15-



A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
The A level Government and Politics specification examines how 
modern Britain is governed and how States and organisations interact 
on a global scale. If students are interested in the world around them, 
how decisions are made, and ‘who gets what and when’, then Politics 
is a good choice.  With the new focus on bringing History, Philosophy 
and Politics together, there are chances to build on previous 
knowledge learnt in other subjects.

Students will:
• Learn how to develop a critical awareness of the nature of politics 

and the relationship between political ideas, institutions and 
processes.

• Understand what the structures of authority and power are within 
the political system of the UK and how these might differ from 
those of other political systems.

• Acquire knowledge and informed understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities of the individual.

• Come to foster an interest in, and engagement with, contemporary 
politics.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
Exam (2 hrs) UK Politics and core political 

ideologies
33.3% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) UK Government and non-
core political ideologies

33.3% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) Global Politics 33.3% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Politics department offers numerous opportunities to learn 
about Government and Politics outside of the classroom setting. This 
summer this included a tour of the Houses of Parliament and a visit to 
the Supreme Court. Many of our Politics students are keen members 
of the thriving Debating Society. An interest in current affairs and a 
willingness to work hard outside of lessons is vital to examination 
success. 

PROGRESSION
Government and Politics students have access to a wide range of 
possible career and higher education opportunities. Government and 
Politics combines well with a range of Social Sciences and Humanities 
subjects to lead to university courses in areas such as business, 
economics, law, media, philosophy and, of course, politics. Students 
who choose not to go on to higher studies will have well-developed 
transferable skills that will allow them to explore a wide variety of 
employment opportunities.

“Government and Politics is not only interesting but also widely applicable 
to the real world. If you want a subject that is as fun as it is compelling, 
this is for you”  Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Graphic Communication A level is intended for those candidates who 
are interested in an Art & Design course/career which relates to the 
appreciation of Graphic Communication in advertising, illustration 
and in the promotion of ideas, information and new images. Graphic 
Communication is a creative subject that allows and encourages ideas 
to be formed using traditional drawing, mixed media and computer 
skills.

Students explore relevant images, artefacts and resources relating to a 
range of Graphic Communication from the past and from recent times. 
They will create responses to these examples through practical and 
critical activities which demonstrate understanding of different styles, 
genres and traditions.  

The course involves working to a design brief, identifying and 
exploring problems, planning courses of action, using appropriate 
equipment and materials, designing and working in a variety of media 
including computer graphics involving Adobe Creative Cloud.
Students are introduced to a variety of experiences exploring a 
range of graphic media, techniques and processes, including both 
traditional and new technologies. From typography to digital design 
to illustration and photography, a broad and exciting Graphics course 
has been developed that focuses on the creative communication of 
ideas. 

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Non exam 
Assessment

Portfolio Personal Investigation. No 
time limit.

60% of the
qualification

Non exam 
assessment

Externally Set Assignment. • 
Preparatory period plus 15 hours 
supervised time.

40% of the
qualification

PROGRESSION
An A level in Graphics can be the start of a journey onto a wide range 
of careers in related areas such as: Web Designer, Creative Director, 
Photo Editor, Video & Film Editor, Architecture & Engineering Drafter, 
Graphic Designer, Product designer, Multimedia Artist, Flash Designer, 
Animation and Art Director. Students can take up places at the UK’s 
leading Universities for every kind of art and design specialism. 

“A Level Graphics covers different elements and allows students to focus 
on the more artistic side of design. This course develops your portfolio 
throughout the year building on your drawing, mixed media and digital 
skills.” Student Voice 2021/22

“Ideas and the ability to solve problems for companies and campaigns are 
more important than traditional art skills. It is one of the biggest growth 
areas in the Creative Industries. All sorts of areas are covered from concept 
art, to branding and advertising, to typography and layout design. It is 
the commercial aspect of the subject that makes this course so exciting.” 
Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
A level History comprises of four units of study. Students explore:

• British period studies (1930-1997) - How well did Churchill handle 
the Second World War? What was post-war Britain like?  This unit 
also encompasses the study of the Thatcher years and British 
politics up to the Blair years in 1997.

• The Cold War in Asia (1945-1993)- Why did superpower relations 
deteriorate after World War Two and why did Communism spread 
across post war Asia? 

• The Challenge of German Nationalism (1789-1919) - How did 
a unified Germany develop a sense of nationalism and the key 
people and events which contributed towards this?

• Coursework - This is an independent investigation of an historical 
issue.  Students may be able to choose a particular area of history 
which complements their exam units or is of a particular personal 
interest to them. 

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - OCR
Exam (1.5 hrs) British period studies (1930-1997) 25% of the

qualification
Exam (1 hr) The Cold War in Asia (1945-1993) 15% of the

qualification

Exam (2.5 hrs) The Challenge of German 
Nationalism (1789-1919)

40% of the
qualification

Coursework Independent historical 
investigation.

20% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Students have the opportunity to attend an A level lecture day about 
modern British History and hear top university lecturers and experts in 
their field speak. Each year two scholars are also given the opportunity 
to take part in an exceptional enrichment project, Lessons from 
Auschwitz. This programme includes a talk and Q&A from a survivor 
and from 2022, the one day visit to the former Nazi concentration and 
death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau returns. 

PROGRESSION
History is a well-respected A level choice for any course at university. 
Past students have progressed to study degree courses such as 
History, Law, History and Philosophy, Criminology and English. With 
an A level in History, students can make many career choices; law, 
accountancy, management consultancy, teaching, the Civil Service, 
PR, journalism and the media often look favourably on Historians 
because they have developed sharp, critical minds and can analyse 
material quickly and intelligently. 

“History at sixth form is different to GCSE. You have lots of opportunities 
to present your ideas in class debates and discussions. The topics are 
interesting, and you learn to develop your ideas and arguments about 
these fascinating topics.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
A level Mathematics is taught using the Edexcel specification which 
enables students to understand Mathematics and mathematical 
processes in a way that promotes confidence, fosters enjoyment and 
provides a strong foundation for progress to further study. The course 
is made up of three components:

The Pure Mathematics component of the course covers proof, 
algebra and functions, coordinate geometry, sequences and 
series, trigonometry, exponentials and logarithms, differentiation, 
integration, vectors and numerical methods.

The Statistics component covers statistical sampling, data 
presentation and interpretation, probability, statistical distributions 
and hypothesis testing.

The Mechanics component comprises: Quantities and units in 
mechanics, kinematics, forces and Newton’s laws and moments. 

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
Exam (2 hrs) Pure Mathematics 1 33.3% of the

qualification
Exam (2 hrs) Pure Mathematics 1 33.3% of the

qualification
Exam (2 hrs) Statistics and Mechanics 33.3% of the

qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The UK Mathematics Trust senior maths challenge is held in school 
each year. There is also the opportunity to represent the school in the 
senior maths team challenge.

A level students are encouraged to assist in GCSE Maths classes which 
provides an excellent experience of explaining mathematical concepts 
to KS4 students as well as helping to consolidate knowledge and 
understanding. Opportunities to take on additional Maths mentoring 
of small groups is also available.

PROGRESSION
Studying Mathematics is a step towards many careers, not only in 
areas such as insurance, finance, computing, engineering, medicine 
and management but also in architecture, CAD design, food 
technology, meteorology and the Armed Forces.  Degrees in subjects 
such as Engineering and the Sciences require Mathematics while in 
many other subjects Mathematics is useful.

“Maths at A Level is a lot more in-depth and exciting compared to GCSE” 
Student Voice 2021/22

“Maths is a highly valued A level to put on your UCAS application, it helps 
with all other subjects.” Student Voice 2021/22

M
AT

H
S

-19-



A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Students taking Further Mathematics overwhelmingly find it to be 
an enjoyable, rewarding, stimulating and empowering experience.  
For someone who enjoys Mathematics it provides a challenge and 
a chance to explore new and/or more sophisticated mathematical 
concepts.

Blenheim teaches the Edexcel specification which is made up of four 
components; two Core Pure Mathematics Components, one Further 
Pure Mathematics and one Further Mechanics.

The Pure Mathematics components cover proof, complex numbers, 
matrices, further algebra and functions, further calculus, further 
vectors, polar coordinates, hyperbolic functions, and differential 
equations.

The Further Mechanics component covers momentum and impulse, 
work, energy and power, elastic strings and elastic collisions.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
Exam (1.5 hrs) Core Pure Mathematics 1 25% of the

qualification
Exam (1.5 hrs) Core Pure Mathematics 2 25% of the

qualification
Exam (1.5 hrs) Further Pure Mathematics 1 25% of the

qualification
Exam (1.5 hrs) Further Mechanics 1 25% of the

qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The UK Mathematics Trust senior maths challenge is held in school 
each year. There is also the opportunity to represent the school in 
the senior maths team challenge. A level students are encouraged to 
assist in GCSE Maths classes which provides an excellent experience of 
explaining mathematical concepts to KS4 students as well as helping 
to consolidate knowledge and understanding. Opportunities to take 
on additional Maths mentoring of small groups is also available.

PROGRESSION
Further Mathematics qualifications are prestigious and are strongly 
welcomed by Universities.  Students that study Further Mathematics 
demonstrate a strong commitment to their studies, as well as learning 
Mathematics. This is very useful for any maths-related degree (this 
covers a very wide range of academic areas – engineering, sciences, 
computing, finance/economics, etc. as well as Mathematics itself ).

“Further Maths has really helped me with both my Maths and Physics A 
levels” Student Voice 2021/22

“Maths builds on your GCSE knowledge but Further Maths is new, 
interesting and fun!” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Does Social Media distort our impression of reality? Are some 
celebrities demonised by the Media? Does film and television 
reduce female characters to sexualised objects? If students have 
ever considered any of these questions, or have a gut feeling about 
their response to them, then Media Studies could be the perfect 
course. This newly-refined course covers a wealth of different forms 
of Media including Television, Film, Music Videos, Print Media, Social 
Media and Video Games and seeks to analyse the influence of these 
various forms upon the world that we live in.

Study of this course includes some Close-study products (CSPs) where 
students analyse examples of Media texts in detail, including the Lara 
Croft: Tomb Raider video games, Modern Television Dramas such 
as Deutschland 83, music videos such as The Specials – Ghost Town 
and a variety of mainstream and indie print media, relating them to 
the historical and social contexts in which they exist. Students also 
produce their own Media product which might be a film trailer, music 
video, newspaper issue or an advertising campaign. 

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Eduqas
Exam (2.25 hrs)  Media Products, Industries and 

Audiences
35% of the
qualification

Exam (2.5 hrs) Media Forms and Products in 
Depth

35% of the
qualification

Non exam
 assessment

Cross-Media Production 30% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Throughout the study of this course students have the opportunity to 
attend film and television screenings to enhance their close analysis 
of these mediums, as well as trips into the community to evaluate the 
impact of various forms of Media upon different demographics.

PROGRESSION
Media Studies is a popular and increasingly prominent course at 
University level. There are countless undergraduate and postgraduate 
courses relating to Media Studies in differing levels of focus both 
nationally and globally. Due to the wide variety of organisational, 
creative, and technical skills associated with Media Studies, this 
qualification enables students to pursue various careers including 
the following: Copywriter, Computer Games Tester, Advertising 
Media Buyer, Copywriter, Cinematographer, Photographer, Television 
Presenter, Teacher, Public Relations Officer, Social Media Manager, 
Theatrical Producer, Film/TV Operator, Film/TV Producer, Video Editor, 
Web Content Manager, Community Worker and many more.

“I really like the variety of the lessons. We get to study loads of different 
products such as video games, TV shows and advertising so that every 
lesson feels new and interesting” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
The AQA A level course builds upon GCSE in the skills of speaking, 
reading, writing, translation & grammar. Topics are interesting, varied 
and linked to current affairs in the French/Spanish speaking world. 
Topics studied include:
• The changing state of the family
• The digital world
• Youth culture – fashion, trends, music & TV
• Immigration & racism
• Politics & history
• Cultural heritage
• Art & architecture
• Festivals & traditions
• Cultural life – past & present
The study of one literary text or film;
• Spanish: La casa de Bernarda Alba - Lorca & Volver - Pedro Almodóvar 

(1945) - Text
• French:  Kiffe Kiffe Demain - Faïza Guène & La Haine Mathieu 

Kassovitz (1995) - Film

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Exam (2.5 hrs) Listening - Reading & Translation in and 

out of the target language. 
50% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) Writing - One essay on the film studied 
and one essay on the book.

20% of the
qualification

Exam 
(21-23 mins)

Speaking - Speaking on one photo-card 
linked to a topic from the course and 
discussion of Independent Research 
Project

30% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Students experience university workshops on their chosen language of 
study, language speaking conferences & visits to the National Theatre 
for viewings of target language films and production of the plays 
being studied. Students are also kept informed of work experience 
opportunities abroad offered by external agencies, enabling the chance 
to live and work in the country where their language is studied.

PROGRESSION
If students are seeking a career in interpreting or translating, then an 
A level language is a necessity. Studying a language also lends itself to 
a variety of industries and job opportunities in the fields of teaching, 
travel, tourism, business and marketing. Many of our MFL students take 
the subject further onto university. The A Level is diverse in the skills of 
researching, communicating orally, in writing, leading and taking part in 
discussion and debate plus the production of essays. 

“Studying an A level language has really helped me improve my 
understanding of topical issues in the news and current affairs. It is not 
just about learning the language, but being able to hold conversations 
about real life issues too.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
The course is split into four separate components:
• Component 1 (40%), is concerned with three distinct theoretical 

units of Applied Anatomy and Physiology, Exercise Physiology and 
Applied Movement Analysis.

• Component 2 (30%), is concerned with a further three theoretical 
units of Skill Acquisition, Sports Psychology and Sport and Society.

• Component 3 (15%), tests the practical performance and skills of 
the student as a player or coach.

• Component 4 (15%), is a classroom based coursework which 
includes a performance analysis of students in their sport and 
personal development programme aimed at improving students’ 
ability in their sport.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
Exam (2.5 hrs)  Scientific Principles of Physical 

Education
40% of the
qualification

Exam (2hrs) Psychological and Social Principles of 
Physical Education

30% of the
qualification

Practical 
Assessment

Practical Performance 15% of the
qualification

Practical
Assessment

Performance Analysis and Performance 
Development Programme

15% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
As well as the potential to assist with Sixth Form sports teams and 
House events, students have the opportunity to assist with the 
development of lower school sport by assisting teachers in lessons or 
with extra-curricular sport.

PROGRESSION
Studying Physical Education at A level prepares students for a 
multitude of courses at university and for moving into the world of 
work. Students develop highly transferable skills such as decision 
making, problem solving, communication skills and familiarity with 
both quantitative and qualitative data. The course’s blend of scientific 
knowledge allows students to access many scientific degrees either 
with or without a sporting focus. Courses could include biology, 
sports science, sports psychology, sports technology, leisure, teaching 
and sports coaching amongst others and could lead to careers in 
those areas. Outside of university the course aids students in a wide 
range of careers including working in the public sector or sporting 
organisations, leisure management, charities, sports development or 
sports coaching. 

“PE is a subject not to be taken lightly as there is a lot of varied content in 
the course such as physiology, psychology, technology and history. This 
makes it interesting!” Student Voice 2021/22

“Studying PE has taught me so much I didn’t previously know about the 
human body and mind, and how they both work.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Blenheim teaches the OCR Physics A AQA which is relevant to real 
world experiences and is interesting to learn. The specification is 
designed to inspire students, nurture a passion for Physics and lay the 
groundwork for further study in science or engineering.

During Year 12, students complete seven modules of study:
• Module 1 –Mechanics
• Module 2 – Materials
• Module 3 – Electricity
• Module 4 – Waves
• Module 5 - Quantum
• Module 6 - Measurements and their errors
• Module 7 - Further mechanics
This is followed by a further five modules in Year 13:
• Module 8 - Gravitational, electric and magnetic Fields
• Module 9 – Thermal physics
• Module 10 - Nuclear Physics
• Module 11 - Astrophysics

The Practical Endorsement does not form part of the A level grade, 
but is reported separately. It is awarded based on completion of a 
minimum of 12 assessed practical activities carried out over the two 
years of the course.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - OCR
Exam (2 hrs) Modules 1 to 5 and 6.1 (Periodic 

Motion)
34% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) Sections 6.2 (Thermal Physics), 7 and 
8

34% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) Practical Skills and data analysis 
PLUS students enter for ONE of 
sections 9, 10, 11, 12 or 13

32% of the
qualification

PROGRESSION
A level Physics is a highly regarded qualification because of its rigour 
and demanding nature.  It can lead students on to a wide range of 
careers and university courses.  From Physics degrees or degrees in 
a particular area of Physics (e.g. astrophysics, electronics, medical 
physics, lasers, quantum physics), to other related subjects such 
as engineering, meteorology, space, telecommunications, energy, 
finance or business management.

“The best thing about Physics are the practical lessons and learning how 
the world around us works.” Student Voice 2021/22

 “You have to work hard outside of class, but there are lots of resources 
and help is always available.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
This creative and thought-provoking qualification gives students the 
practical skills, theoretical knowledge and confidence to succeed in a 
number of careers, especially those in the creative industries.

Students  investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and 
economic influences on design and technology, whilst experiencing 
opportunities to put learning into practice by producing prototypes of 
their choice.

Students gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, 
alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher education and 
employers.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Exam (2.5 hrs) Technical principles 30% of the

qualification
Exam (1.5 hrs) Designing and making principles 20% of the

qualification
Non exam 
assessment

Substantial design and make 
project

50% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Studying Product Design naturally leads to ways of extending learning 
outside of the classroom. Students are encouraged to conduct 
primary research and experience products and events first hand. In 
Year 12 students visit sites and buildings to independently carry out 
research that informs their product design Portfolio work. Students in 
Year 13 carry out their own research specific to their project. This has 
included trips to the local forge, working collaboratively with a ‘real 
world’ client to support the development of their designs and testing 
prototypes. 

PROGRESSION
Many students have gone on to successfully complete degrees 
at Russell Group Universities, plus Loughborough, one of the top 
Universities in the country. Students studying Product Design open 
themselves up to a whole host of career prospects. These include 
Industrial Design, Interior Design, Garden Design, Environmental 
and Civil Engineering, Architecture, Theatre and set design, Web and 
Software design. 

“Product Design has developed my technical thinking and has proven a 
great asset to me with employment and further education opportunities.” 
Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Students study the following content:
• Introductory Topics in Psychology – Social influence, Memory, 

Attachment, Psychopathology (Paper 1)
• Psychology in context – Approaches in Psychology, Biopsychology, 

Research methods (Paper 2)
• Issues and Options in Psychology – Debates and issues, Cognition 

and development, Schizophrenia, Forensic Psychology (paper 3)

Over the two years, students:
• Develop a strong knowledge and understanding of each topic and 

also realise how they link to each other.
• Come to appreciate how important the skills, knowledge and 

understanding of scientific methods are.
• See how the sciences contribute to the success of our economy 

and society.
• Come to feel able and confident in a range of practical, 

mathematical and problem-solving skills.
• Hopefully become much more interested in and enthusiastic 

about psychology, and consider studying it at a higher level, and 
maybe even working in a related career in the future.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Exam (2 hrs) Introductory Topics in Psychology 33.3% of the

qualification
Exam (2 hrs) Psychology in Context 33.3% of the

qualification
Exam (2 hrs) Issue and Options in Psychology 33.3% of the

qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Psychology A level is taught alongside a number of extended 
learning opportunities, ranging from visiting a psychiatric hospital to 
partaking in research with Surrey University. Through the department 
students will have the chance to subscribe to ‘Psychology Review’, a 
journal publishing the latest psychological research. Practical research 
projects will also give students a taste of the work Psychology 
students and researchers do.

PROGRESSION
Studying Psychology appeals to a wide range of students with varied 
interests and future plans, including both further education and going 
straight into employment; students build on skills necessary in both. 
Students with a Psychology A level go on to study a range of subjects 
at a higher level, and psychologists specialise in business, forensics, 
sports, advertising, education and counselling.

“The teachers in Psychology really give you an insight into what higher 
education will be like, and if you’re thinking of continuing with it to further 
education you will definitely have a head-start.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
To study Religion, Philosophy & Ethics is to study our history, our 
life, our morals, our decisions, key figures, the universe and all the 
questions in life that just don’t seem to be able to be answered. 
Many of the questions students will study have confused some of the 
world’s greatest ever thinkers: Why am I here? Is there a God? How 
should we interpret the Bible? What is the relationship between the 
mind and the body? Why do we suffer? What is good? This course will 
enable students to reflect on these questions, and to investigate how 
they have been approached by various influential philosophers. The 
study of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics will develop essential skills 
such as essay writing, independent learning, textual interpretation, 
critical thinking, analysis, debate, problem solving and evaluation. If 
students have ever felt that there is more to understand and explore 
than simply what is seen in front of them, then this is the course for 
them.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - OCR
Exam (2 hrs) Philosophy of religion 33.3% of the

qualification
Exam (2 hrs) Religion and Ethics 33.3% of the

qualification
Exam (2 hrs) Development in religious thought 33.3% of the

qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Opportunities to attend lectures from key speakers and examiners and 
the Philosophy & Film Society are popular and Past opportunities have 
included trips to Rome, and joint trips with the Social Sciences faculty 
to Krakow and New York. The department seeks to continue building 
on these exciting opportunities and to offer similar trips in the future. 

PROGRESSION
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics is an extremely well-respected 
discipline in both the academic and employment world. A good 
qualification in this subject will show that students have the ability 
to think around important issues and develop problem-solving 
skills. All careers are governed by ethical principles and an ability 
to understand these would certainly be deemed an advantage by 
employers. The ancient Greeks originally established universities as a 
forum for Philosophical/Ethical debate – universities today respect the 
subject greatly. Students have gone on to study RPE related courses 
at prestigious universities such as Oxford, Nottingham, Exeter, King’s 
College London and Southampton over the past couple of years.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed the subject & it has been very thought 
provoking. It has increased my awareness of other beliefs whilst also 
allowing me to develop my own thoughts about personal identity, 
creation, faith, morality etc. I’ve enjoyed the ‘university’ approach to the 
course which has offered a balance of lecture-like teaching, more formal 
structured lessons and independent research.” Student Voice 2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
The course is designed to enable students to:
• Understand how society is currently functioning and how it is 

changing.
• Learn new concepts and theories that help you gain a deeper 

understanding of social life.
• Test and evaluate the way Sociologists gather their data.
• Be able to understand you own identity, roles and responsibilities 

within society.
• Continue to be interested in social issues for the rest of their life.

Students study the following content:
• Education
• Families and households 
• Beliefs in society
• Crime and Deviance
• Theory
• Methods

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Exam (2 hrs) Education with methods in context 33.3% of the

qualification
Exam (2 hrs) Families and households and beliefs 

in society
33.3% of the
qualification

Exam (2 hrs) Crime and deviance with theory and 
methods

33.3% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Student learning is enhanced by making use of the recommendation 
list of powerful documentaries and films, and also by keeping up 
to date with current affairs and news programmes. Students are 
encouraged to subscribe to ‘Sociology Review’, a quarterly magazine 
full of cutting-edge sociological research. The department also 
organise trips, for example to Criminology Conferences, and has had 
speakers such as magistrates and feminists, visit the school.

PROGRESSION
The skills and independence students develop highly valued in 
both the workplace and higher education. Popular career paths 
for sociology students include teaching, police, social work, youth 
work, probation work, marketing, journalism, human resources 
management and counselling. Nurses and other health professionals 
often study Sociology as part of their training.

“Sociology made me more aware of the way society acts and why people 
believe what they believe. I particularly liked exploring gender and ethnic 
identities and how status can be used to marginalise others. Sociology 
has broadened my outlook by making me question things I see and hear 
in everyday life. It has also introduced me to many interesting theories 
and views that I plan on exploring further at university.” Student Voice 
2021/22
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A LEVEL COURSE DETAILS
Fashion and Textiles is a creative and thought-provoking subject 
that gives students the practical skills, theoretical knowledge and 
confidence to succeed in a number of careers. Students;
• Gain an in-depth understanding of how the structure of fibres and 

fabrics affect their properties and uses.
• Explore the work of iconic designers, art movements and 

investigate historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic 
influences affecting the changes in fashion in the 20th century.

• Learn a range of practical skills including pattern alteration, 
decorative techniques, dress making skills, fashion illustration, 
using computerised machines and design software such as Adobe 
illustrator, whilst enjoying opportunities to put their learning in to 
practice by producing a prototype of their choice through a design 
and make portfolio project.

• Gain a real understanding of what it means to be a designer, 
alongside the knowledge and skills sought by higher education 
and employers.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - AQA
Exam (2.5 hrs) Technical principles 30% of the

qualification
Exam (1.5 hrs) Designing and making principles 20% of the

qualification
Non exam 
assessment

Substantial design and make 
project

50% of the
qualification

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Many trips are taken throughout the course including visits to London 
Fashion week, the Clothes Show, various exhibitions, fabric shopping 
at Goldhawk Road and the V&A museum to name a few.

PROGRESSION
The skills that students gain on this course support an enormous 
range of careers and university courses such as: fashion design, 
costume design, print design, pattern cutting, tailoring, fashion 
illustration, fashion journalism, exhibition and display design, interior 
design, museum curatorship, fashion design, shoe design, technical 
illustration, product marketing, theatre set design, TV set design, 
design management, packaging design, teaching / lecturing, market 
research and trend setters to name but a few.

“I loved learning about the history of fashion and bringing those elements 
into my work. This A level has really given me the chance to experiment 
and take risks with my practical work. Teachers encourage you to develop 
your skills and think creatively, but give you the support to realise your 
ideas. It’s hard work, but to see my finished garment is so rewarding and it 
got me my place at London College of Fashion.” Student Voice 2021/22

-29-



BTEC COURSE DETAILS
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Applied Human 
Biology suits students that wish to study human biology as a 
foundation for the health and health science sectors. These sectors 
are wide ranging including nursing, midwifery and allied health and 
sciences. 

The course, which is equivalent to an A Level, is designed to be 
delivered across two years and includes four units of work and is 
recognised by all universities.

The units are:

Unit 1- Principles of Applied Human Biology including cells, biological 
molecules, body systems, the immune system, genetics and health

Unit 2 - Practical Microbiology and Infectious Diseases

Unit 3 - Human Biology and Health Issues allows students to develop 
their understanding of health issues, the impact of health initiatives 
and scientific reporting from different sources

Unit 4 - Functional Physiology including the muscular, skeletal, 
endocrine and nervous systems

Students complete practical assessments, presentations and produce 
written reports. They also develop valuable transferable skills essential 
for higher education or employment such as problem solving, 
working in teams and organisation skills.

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Pearson
The course is assessed by a combination of externally assessed exams 
and internally assessed coursework. Students produce a portfolio 
based on project work, practical assignments and research. 
This qualification is graded using a scale of Pass to Distinction* and is 
equivalent to one A level. 

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Students take part in helping delivery of GCSE Biology lessons which 
provides experience of explaining biological concepts and practical 
skills to KS4 students. Students also support younger pupils at events 
such as Science Club and STEMfest.

PROGRESSION
Level 3 BTEC Human Biology provides a broad basis of study and 
allows for progression to Higher Education or careers in areas 
including Nursing, Occupational Health and Sports Science.
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BTEC COURSE DETAILS
The BTEC Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Performing Arts 
(Dance) is equivalent to one A Level. The course is designed to be 
delivered across two years and includes four units of work. 

Students who choose the BTEC Dance course follow the Edexcel 
specification. This course offers a broad variety of practical and 
theoretical work. Students have ten lessons every fortnight with 
the split of practical to theory being dependent on the unit. Live 
performances and milestone target setting are two of the ways 
students are assessed. Students are graded using the pass/merit/
distinction grading descriptors and will be aware of which grade 
they are working on for each unit. As the course is heavily weighted 
in terms of practical ability, it is vital that parents actively encourage 
students to be participating in dance classes both in and outside of 
school. To achieve the best grades, students must use the knowledge 
gained in theory lessons and be able to apply it. 

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
Exam (1.5 hrs) Investigating Practitioners’ Work 25% of the

qualification
External Assessment Developing Skills and Techniques 

for Live Performance
25% of the
qualification

Internal Assessment Group Performance Workshop 25% of the 
qualification

Internal Assessment Contemporary Dance Technique 25% of the
qualification

This qualification is graded using a scale of Pass to Distinction* and is 
equivalent to one A level.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
There are opportunities for school trips to watch live performances in 
theatres. In addition to theatre trips, students have the opportunity 
to be part of a Dance Academy and a competition team performing 
in competitions and mass movement dance performances at various 
venues across England.

PROGRESSION
Dance is studied at University and the BTEC Level 3 course is excellent 
preparation for those wishing to continue their studies in Dance/
Performing Arts at degree level, or at Dance/Performing Arts colleges. 
Careers include performer, choreographer, teacher, arts administrator, 
fitness instructor, dance photographer/videographer, costume/
clothing designer, physical therapist and dance medicine specialist.

“I I love BTEC dance because it is an active and creative subject which 
brings out my passion. Within the subject there is a lot of practical work 
and not much theory which makes it more enjoyable. My teacher always 
helps with any struggles that we may have and makes me look forward to 
each lesson. This year I am looking forward to being able to perform and 
create dance pieces with the others in my class.”  Student Voice 2021/22
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BTEC COURSE DETAILS
This course has been designed for students who are seeking to 
acquire strong knowledge of the Health and Care sector, as they wish 
to consider either future work or study opportunities. 
Students;
• Gain practical experience from real-world assignments 
• Take responsibility for their own learning 
• Have a strong core base of knowledge 
• Have real experience of effective teamwork 
• Know how to work to a brief with set deadlines 
• Efficiently manage time to complete tasks 
Students study the following Units: 
Unit 1: Human Lifespan Development 
Unit 2: Working in Health and Social Care 
Unit 5: Meeting Individual Care and Support Needs 
Unit 12: Supporting individuals with additional needs

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
External Assessment Unit 1 & Unit 2 58% of the qualification
Internal Assessment Unit 5 & Unit 12 42% of the qualification

This qualification is graded using a scale of Pass to Distinction* and is 
equivalent to one A level.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Work experience in a care setting is highly recommended and 
supported as part of this course, as seeing a real-life care context will 
transform the way students learn and understand what is discussed 
at school. Previous students have volunteered on Dementia specialist 
wards at Kingston Hospital and in local care settings. Healthcare 
professionals such as CAMHS mental health workers and St John 
Ambulance volunteers, visit school to talk about their experiences of 
work and giving care. Class visits might be organised to specific care 
settings.

PROGRESSION
Employers, universities and trainers all contributed to the 
development of this course ensuring it results in an appropriate 
qualification for students who are considering working in Health and 
Social Care irrespective of whether they are planning to engage in 
higher education or entry-level employment such as apprenticeships. 
This BTEC qualification carries UCAS points recognised by higher 
education institutions and could be taken alongside subjects as A 
Level Biology or A Level Sociology.

“Health & Social Care has taught me a range of knowledge from the 
biological side of diseases to the impact of the NHS and how all this 
impacts upon people and their individual needs. Studying this course has 
been key for me as it’s helped me to discuss many different scenarios at 
interviews for university. From studying this course, I have developed both 
personally and professionally which have underpinned my decision to 
become a midwife in the future.”  Student Voice 2021/22
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BTEC COURSE DETAILS 
BTEC qualifications embody a learner-centred approach to the 
curriculum, with a flexible, unit-based structure and knowledge 
applied in project-based assessments. They focus on the holistic 
development of the practical, interpersonal and thinking skills 
required to succeed in employment and higher education.

Students are able to choose between two BTEC Sport courses; The 
National Extended Certificate which is equivalent to one A Level and 
the National Diploma that is equivalent to two A Levels.

The BTEC level 3 Extended National Certificate in Sport offers a broad 
basis of study for the sport sector. This qualification is designed to 
support progression to higher education when taken as part of a 
programme of study that includes other appropriate BTEC Nationals 
or A Levels.  It will also support a pathway into the sports industry. 
The course is split into four different units;

Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology 
Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and 
Wellbeing
Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Unit 4: Sports Leadership 

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
External Assessment Unit 1 & Unit 2 63% of the

qualification
Internal Assessment Unit 3 & Unit 4 37% of the 

qualification
This qualification is graded using a scale of Pass to Distinction* and is 
equivalent to one A level.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
As well as the potential to assist with Sixth Form sports teams and 
House events, there is the opportunity to assist with the development 
of lower school sport by assisting teachers in lessons or with 
extra-curricular sport.

PROGRESSION
Studying BTEC prepares students for a multitude of courses in further 
education. The vocational aspect of the courses allows students to 
venture into the leisure industry, sport coaching, sports development 
and sporting organisers. The course will allow students to develop 
their problem solving, decision making and communication skills; 
needed in all industries.

“I enjoy BTEC sport because it’s helped me develop outside of school as 
well as academically. Learning about leadership has led me to build 
character with football, it has benefitted me.” Student Voice 2021/22
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BTEC COURSE DETAILS
The BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport offers a development 
on the National Extended Certificate in Sport outlined to the left, 
covering a wider range of the sport sector. This qualification covers all 
four units of the National Extended Certificate as detailed to the left 
plus an additional five units. It is equivalent in size to two A Levels. It 
has been designed as part of a two-year programme when studied 
alongside further Level 3 qualifications.

The course is split into nine different units across the two-year 
programme. Learners will study six mandatory units below (including 
the four units covered in the National Extended Certificate) as well as 
three additional units:
Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology
Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and 
Wellbeing
Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
Unit 4: Sports Leadership
Unit 22: Investigating Business in the Sport and Active Leisure Industry
Unit 23: Skill Acquisition in Sport

ASSESSMENT
Exam board - Edexcel
External Assessment Unit 1, Unit 2 & Unit 22 45% of the

qualification
Internal Assessment Unit 3, Unit 4 & Unit 23 55% of the 

qualification
This qualification is graded using a scale of Pass to Distinction* and is 
equivalent to two A levels.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
As part of the assessment of the course students have the opportunity 
to lead and coach students in lower year groups. Students may also 
assist with Sixth Form sports teams, House events and with the 
development of lower school sport by assisting teachers in lessons or 
with extra-curricular sport.

PROGRESSION
Studying the BTEC Level 3 National Diploma in Sport prepares 
students for a multitude of sport courses in further education. The 
vocational aspect of the courses allows students to venture into the 
leisure industry, sport coaching, sports development and sporting 
organisers. The course will allow students to develop their problem 
solving, decision making and communication skills; needed in all 
industries.

“One thing I enjoy about BTEC Sport is that you can learn so much about 
your body that you didn’t know about. Not only do you learn about the 
body functions, but you also learn about leaders in the sports industry 
and the economic side of sports.” Student Voice 2021/22
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NCFE COURSE DETAILS
NCFE qualifications are virtually identical to BTEC qualifications. 
The NCFE Level 3 Certificate in Sport and Physical Activity (Sports 
Coaching) aims to provide students with specialist knowledge, skills 
and understanding relating to the sport and physical activity sector, in 
areas such as exercise, health and lifestyle and preparing for a career in 
sport. The content for the course has been developed with employers 
and subject experts to ensure that it is entirely relevant.
 
Students have to complete the following mandatory units:
• Exercise, health and lifestyle
• Preparing for a career in sport and physical activity
• Sports coaching

Students are then able to choose (subject to feasibility) three optional 
units to complete such as;

• Practical team sports
• Technical and tactical skills in sport
• Psychology of sports performance
• Analysis of sports performance
• Sports nutrition
• The athlete’s lifestyle
• Leadership in sport
• Organising sports events
• Innovation and enterprise
 
ASSESSMENT
Exam board – NCFE
Students are assessed internally through a portfolio of evidence 
built up over the two year course. Students’ portfolio of evidence will 
be externally quality assured. Students will complete tasks for their 
various units to meet the assessment requirements and will need to 
sign a declaration at the end of each unit to verify their work has been 
produced independently. The school will then send a sample of the 
evidence portfolios to NCFE for external moderation.

ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES
As well as the potential to assist with Sixth Form sports teams and 
House events, there is the opportunity to assist with the development 
of lower school sport by assisting teachers in lessons or with
extra-curricular sport.

PROGRESSION
NCFE qualifications offer the best of sector-based vocational 
education that are tailored to allow students to either progress to 
higher education or enter the world of work. They focus on providing 
a good mix of practical and theoretical learning and offer a variety of 
pathways for study. Alongside, the two BTEC Sport courses available 
to study, this qualification provides the perfect platform for launching 
students into further studies and careers in the world of sports and 
sports coaching.
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The first step in applying for a place is to fill in the Application Form, which can be found on our website.

www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/266/sixth-form-admissions

You will then be invited to interview with a senior member of staff during which we will discuss your 
proposed programme of study and help plan the most appropriate pathway.

If successful at interview, you will receive a letter confirming a conditional place in our Sixth Form and 
you will be invited to join us for our Sixth Form Taster and Induction days respectively. These are an 
opportunity to experience the life of a Sixth Form student at Blenheim and a chance to sample chosen 
courses, helping with the transition from Year 11 to 12.
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SIXTH FORM

USEFUL 
WEBSITES

Blenheim High School Entry Requirements

www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/266/sixth-form-admissions

Blenheim High School Course Video Introductions

www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/693/sixth-form-courses

Blenheim High School Instagram

www.instagram.com/blenheim6thform

UCAS website

www.ucas.com

Guidance on choosing courses 

www.careerpilot.org.uk/information/a-levels/choosing-your-a-levels-what-you-need-to-consider

www.theuniguide.co.uk/advice/a-level-choices

www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/student-advice/what-to-study/choosing-a-course



www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Tel: 01372 745333   Email: headteacher@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
 follow us on Twitter @BlenheimEpsom

or Instagram @Blenheim6thform

THINKING
By Walter D. Wintle

If you think you are beaten, you are,
If you think you dare not, you don’t,

If you like to win, but you think you can’t,
It is almost certain you won’t.

If you think you’ll lose, you’ve lost,
For out of the world we  nd,

Success begins with a fellow’s will,Success begins with a fellow’s will,
It’s all in the state of mind.

If you think you are outclassed, you are,
You’ve got to think high to rise,

You’ve got to be sure of yourself before,
You can ever win a prize.

Life’s battles don’t always go,
To the stronger or faster person,To the stronger or faster person,

But sooner or later the one who wins,
Is the one who thinks they can.


