
UNIT 1: Studying Society – What is Sociology? 
 

Mark on how confident you are with each topic and what you need to do, use this as a checklist for your revision notes and then to keep track of the topics 
you have revised. Tick and date once you have completed the tasks. 

Topic How confident am I? 
 

What do I need to do to improve my 
understanding – create a mind map, write revision 

note cards, use online tests, attempt some practice 
question papers, read and highlight my notes…. 

 
OR 

 

Who do I need to seek support from to help me 
progress 

I have made 
my revision 

notes on this 
topic 

I have 
revised 

this topic 

I am 
confident 

on this 
topic 

 
 

Evidence 

   
I could 
teach 

I would 
need to 

look at my 
notes 

I can not 
remember 

Studying Society 

Content from syllabus  

 
   Specific skills or knowledge to be assess     

Understand how the sociological 
approach is different to the 
approaches of biology, 
psychology and journalism when 
studying different topics, for 
example gender, crime or 
families. 
 

        

Understand the different 
explanations within sociology: 
Marxist, Feminist and 
Functionalist. 
 

        

Know what is meant by a ‘social 
structure’, and know some 
examples, including the family, 
education and stratification 
systems (systems of inequality) 
 

        



Know what is meant by a ‘social 
process’, and know some 
examples, including 
socialisation, social control and 
social change 
 

        

Know what is meant by a ‘social 
process’, and know some 
examples, including 
socialisation, social control and 
social change 
 

        

Know what is meant by a ‘social 
issue’, including the causes and 
consequences of inequality, and 
where power and authority come 
from and how they are 
distributed and exercised 
 

        

Show awareness that some of 
the concepts and topics in this 
course may have more than one 
way of being defined, such as 
poverty, or social class. 
 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


