
UNIT 1: Studying Society 2 – Research Methods 
 

Mark on how confident you are with each topic and what you need to do, use this as a checklist for your revision notes and then to keep track of the topics 
you have revised. Tick and date once you have completed the tasks. 

Topic How confident am I? 
 

What do I need to do to improve my 
understanding – create a mind map, write revision 

note cards, use online tests, attempt some practice 
question papers, read and highlight my notes…. 

 
OR 

 

Who do I need to seek support from to help me 
progress 

I have made 
my revision 

notes on this 
topic 

I have 
revised 

this topic 

I am 
confident 

on this 
topic 

 
 

Evidence 

   
I could 
teach 

I would 
need to 

look at my 
notes 

I can not 
remember 

Studying Society 

Content from syllabus  
 

   Specific skills or knowledge to be assess     

Be able to describe the process of how 
sociologists carry out research. This involves 
knowing the definitions and purposes of the 
following stages: 

 setting research aims 

 having a hypothesis 

 carrying out a pilot study 

 using a sampling procedure 

 collecting data 

 analysing data 

 evaluating findings 
 

        

Be able to outline the difference between 
primary and secondary sources of data 

 

        

Be able to describe the following research 
methods, and also explain their use, 
strengths and weaknesses: 

 Closed questionnaire 

 Open ended questionnaire 

 Structured interview 

 Semi structured interview 

 Unstructured interview 

 Longitudinal studies 

 Direct, participant and non-
participant observation 

        



Understand how the following are 
constructed, their strengths and 
weaknesses: 

 Opinion polls 

 Official statistics 
 

        

Be able to describe how secondary sources 
of data are used, as well as outline their 
strengths and weaknesses 

 

        

Be able to pull specific information from: 

 Diagrams 

 Charts 

 Graphs 

 Tables of statistics 

 Writing 

 Pictures 
 

        

Know why evidence is so important in 
sociological discussions, and be able to use 
it in debates 
 

        

Plan a simple research project, and make 
sure you are aware of the ethical issues that 
need to be considered in the design of the 
project 

 

        

Know how sociological concepts and 
sociological research findings could help the 
government write new laws and policies, for 
example in education, criminal justice and 
welfare 

 

        

 


