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Why can’t we come to school? 
Unfortunately, due to the COVID 19 pandemic, the United Kingdom is in another lockdown which means that all 

schools are closed to students. The Prime Minister has directed all learning to continue remotely and therefore, 

at least until February half term, all student learning will be remote. This includes children of key workers and 

vulnerable students who are entitled to engage with their remote learning in school. 

What if I have an ICT problem? 
Please e mail the ICT helpdesk at helpdesk@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk .  

I am in Year 11 or Year 13. What about my public examinations? 
Mr Adams, Deputy Head (Curriculum), will be writing to all Year 11 and 13 families on Friday 8th January. 

Unfortunately, all public examinations have been cancelled and the government has stated that teachers will be 

providing teacher assessed grades in place of public examination grades. It is therefore crucial that all students, 

but particularly those in Years 11 and 13, thoroughly engage with all remote lessons and activities between now 

and the summer to give themselves the best chance of securing the best grades they can. This engagement 

won’t guarantee great grades but it will give them the best chance to achieve them.  

What will happen each day? 
The school day will run as normal on the usual timings: 

Morning registration  8.40am – 8.55am 

Period 1   8.55am – 9.50am 

Period 2   9.50am – 10.45am 

Break 1    10.45am – 11.05am 

Period 3   11.05am – 12.00pm 

Period 4   12.00pm – 12.55pm 

Break 2    12.55pm – 1.30pm 

Period 5   1.30pm – 2.25pm 

Period 6    2.25pm – 3.20pm 

You are expected to be on time for your lessons. If you are more than 5 minutes late arriving to a lesson then 

an L code will be issued.  

Do I have to wear school uniform and if so, why? 
Yes. Your teachers will also be in business smart dress as they are normally each day. Blenheim is delivering a 

full curriculum and a full timetable. Your learning over the coming weeks is just as important as if you were 

physically in school. It is crucial that you engage with school life as much as possible not just for your on - going 

learning and to make sure you are not disadvantaged later but also for your well - being. Being dressed in uniform 

each day will help you prepare for a full, normal school day. The expectation is that you will be seen to be 

wearing your shirt and tie with top button done up. You may choose not to wear your blazer in much the same 

way as you may choose to remove your blazer when you are in a lesson in school. If you choose not to wear 

school uniform your teacher will let the school know and we will be in touch to find out why. Wearing school 

uniform is not negotiable. 

mailto:helpdesk@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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Do I have to register each day? 
Yes. You will register with your form tutor each morning at 8.40am as part of your morning tutorial period. At 

8.55am, registration will finish and you will then be registered in every other lesson. This will give us a clear 

picture how well you are engaging with remote learning. Teachers will use PARS to do this, as normal, meaning 

your parents/carers will be able to track your attendance in lessons as normal.   

How will each lesson begin? 
Each lesson will begin with you accessing your lesson through Microsoft Teams with your camera on and your 

microphone on mute. You will then be greeted by your teacher. 

Why does my camera need to be on?  
In order to make learning as normal and as interactive as possible your camera needs to be turned on. This will 

be good practice for when you use platforms such as Teams or Zoom in future. Large numbers of schools and 

organisations have been using Teams or Zoom since the first lockdown and the vast majority use the camera 

function. If you choose not to have your camera on your teacher will let the school know and we will be in touch 

to find out why. Having your camera on is not negotiable, except in exceptional circumstances.  

Because my camera is on what do I need to consider? 
You should ensure that your background is appropriate. Typically, this would be of a wall and would not show 

personal things. It is also recommended that the background isn’t of a door so members of your family do not 

accidentally appear over your shoulder in the lesson! You should also advise your family when you are in a lesson 

so they do not accidentally disturb you.  

Will the lesson be recorded and if so, why? 
Yes, all lessons will be recorded by the teacher. This is so that everyone is protected. Should there be an incident 

during a lesson then there will be a clear record of what happened.  

What happens if a student misbehaves in a lesson? 
This is unlikely to happen but if it does the student will be given one warning and then will be removed from the 

lesson if it happens again. There will then be a telephone conversation with the parent/ carer and a decision will 

be made whether the student is allowed access to future live Teams lessons or simply given other work to 

complete, set on Showbie. 

What will each lesson look like? 
At first it will feel strange being taught remotely but as time goes by it will become increasingly normal. Many 

of the features of a typical Blenheim lesson will remain including: 

 Learning objectives – The aim of the lesson will be clearly explained to you so you understand what you   
         are trying to achieve. 
 

 One voice – The group will respect whoever is speaking at any one time. Typically, this is the teacher but 

on occasions it will be another student. One voice means communication is clear and not interrupted. 

 

 Stretch and Challenge – There will be regular opportunities for you to stretch yourself and extend your  
         learning, typically through planned independent learning tasks. By stretching yourself you will learn and  
         progress at a greater rate.  
 

 Video comprehension – If you are watching a video there will be an expectation that you complete a  
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worksheet to demonstrate you have understood the important parts of it. Without the worksheet you      

may miss the key parts of the video. 

 Whiteboards – Mini whiteboards, or something similar, are normally used by all students to answer  
         questions asked by the teacher so that every student attempts to answer every question in class.  
         Teaching through Microsoft Teams will mean this is difficult but you will be asked to collaborate via the  
         Teams whiteboard or to use the chat function in Teams. 
 

 Time bonded activities – When you are given a task to do it will be time bonded. This presents you with a  
         challenge and trains you for your assessments when you will have to produce work within a particular  
         amount of time. It will be typical for ‘countdowns’ to be given by your teacher.  

Will I need my exercise books? 
No, but if you have them at home then great, please use them. If not you will need an A4 lined pad or a new 

exercise book can be posted home to you by emailing button@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk. 

How will I hand my work in? 
In the vast majority of cases you will upload your work to Showbie. The deadline for all work to be uploaded to 

Showbie is 3.30pm each day. Some students may be given additional time to complete work on a case by case 

basis. 

Will my work be acknowledged?    
Yes, all work will at least be acknowledged. 

Will I have tri weekly and key assessments?  
You won’t have a tri weekly assessment this half term but you will have a key assessment. Your teacher will give 

you advanced notice of this nearer the time.  

Will a report be sent home? 
A report will be sent home every fortnight reporting on your Attitude to Learning (ATL) in each subject. The 

criteria for ATL grades during this period of remote learning are:  

 1 = All work completed to a high standard  
 2 = All work completed to a good standard 

3 = Majority of work completed 
 4 = Little work completed 
 5 = No submission of work  
 6 = Absent from the lesson 
 
Your teacher will give you an ATL grade at the end of each lesson and they will use these grades to calculate an 
average when they report at the end of each fortnight. It is really important that you upload your work to 
Showbie by 3.30pm each day or you will receive a grade 5 for that lesson. If you have any technical difficulties 
in uploading your work please send a message to your teacher in Showbie. 

Will I get set homework? 
You may be. This could be a number of different tasks but will always follow the homework timetable. 

mailto:button@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

