
S U M M E R  N E W S L E T T E R    
B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L

School will reopen to students on Wednesday, 5th September 2018 at staggered times,
as follows: 

Year 7 – Induction Day 8.30am meet at main entrance 
Year 8 - 11.45am to main hall 
Year 9 - 11.00am to main hall 
Year 10 - 10.15am to main hall 
Year 11 - 9.30am to main hall 
Sixth Form - 9.30am to the Sixth Form reception area 

Students in Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 should make their way to the main hall at the allocated
arrival time above. Students in Year 7 should meet their Form Tutors at the main school
entrance at 8.30am. Students in Sixth Form should make their way to the Sixth Form
reception area for 9.30am 

RETURN TO SCHOOL SEPTEMBER 2018



B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Update from Mr Bodell
Dear parent(s)/ carer(s), 

This academic year has seen some significant achievements. In the classroom we have embedded a number of whole
school practices which have improved the educational experience and contributed to improved student performance.
The school’s new reporting system has led to enhanced monitoring of both students and departments and facilitated
more targeted interventions. The extended day has been a significant introduction and has been well attended by
Year 11 students significantly adding to their revision and preparation for the summer examinations. The feedback
from students has been overwhelmingly positive. The Easter and May Half term breaks saw a record number of
revision sessions running for those students sitting public examinations this summer; student attendance was high.
The Year 11 curriculum was also redesigned through the summer examination period to ensure students received
targeted revision sessions in the right subjects at the right time. Despite these successes we still have much to do and
I committed to ensuring that we initially maintain, and then improve on, this year’s good work. I want Blenheim to get
‘better and better’ every year and remain fully committed to that cause. 

Away from the classroom I continue to be both impressed and proud of the wide range of opportunities afforded to
students. This year’s highlights include an improved whole school presentation evening celebrating the academic
achievements of over 200 students, numerous trips and tours both domestic and abroad, a vast range of extra -
curricular clubs in sport and other activities, two Surrey Cup victories and a National Cup victory from our under 12
and under 14 girls’ football teams and several district successes in a number of sports. There has also been
continued collaboration with our partner school in Kenya, an excellently choreographed Blenheim showcase, a
wonderful school production of The Wizard of Oz involving over 110 current and ex – students, retention of the
prestigious ‘Investors in Careers’ award, STEM fest delivered to over 750 local year 5 students, a comprehensive re -
launch of the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme with take up from over 130 new students and our inaugural Sports
Day at the Harrier Centre. 

These are just some of the highlights of the year and, needless to say, they would not be possible without the
commitment, drive and passion of hard working members of teaching and support staff. My colleagues at Blenheim
have experienced many new initiatives this academic year and I am grateful for both their support and work ethic. I
would also like to take this opportunity to thank students, parents and governors for their support without which the
school would be a shadow of the one it has been this year. 

One feature of the end of any academic year is that, invariably, we say goodbye to a number of members of staff. This
year I would like to pay particular tribute to eight colleagues who between them have contributed 137 years’ service
to Blenheim. Belinda Bastable – lunchtime supervisor, Karen Brown - Business Manager, Phil Currie – Head of
Chemistry, Carole Froud – Head of Vocational provision, Denise Mills – School counsellor, Debs Smith – Assistant
Headteacher, Jane Watson – Careers advisor and Sue Robinson – Deputy Head’s PA all move onto pastures new.
These colleagues have contributed an enormous amount to Blenheim over the years and have seen the school grow
into the 11 – 18 academy of over 1350 students that it is today. We, of course, wish them well and hope they stay in
touch.  

I would also like to say an official farewell to those families whose children are leaving Blenheim for the last time. I
hope they feel Blenheim has served their children well and provided them with the qualifications, confidence and
skills to take up their full and proper place in the world!  

Looking forward to next year the new school day will commence in September featuring increased teaching and
learning time. Equally, the move to a three year Key Stage 4 will provide more time and flexibility for teachers to
comprehensively deliver the new, more demanding GCSE courses. There have been several new teaching
appointments for next academic year and I am encouraged with the quality of them, several of whom have begun
their work at Blenheim already. Please note that information relating to August’s examination results days can be
seen in the weekly Headteacher’s bulletin.  

Finally, I would like to wish you and your family an enjoyable and relaxing summer and look forward to welcoming
students back on Wednesday 5th September at varying staggered times. 

Take care 
Mr A A Bodell 
Headteacher    



The Wonderful Wizard of Oz!

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

During July, students took to the stage and presented the iconic and classic ‘Wizard of Oz’. The whole production team,
from actors, to band and backstage crew was made up of over 110 Blenheim students. We even had a few ex-students
on hand to help. The students performed six stunning shows at the Leatherhead Theatre. The team were given a well-
deserved standing ovation on the final night – something the Leatherhead Theatre had never seen before from any
group - amateur or professional! I have been flooded with emails from parents, staff and the general public, all stating
that they could not believe that the production was performed by a school.  

During the interval a member of the public told me , “I am not a teacher or parent and therefore I am neutral. I came to
see the production as I have heard great things about Blenheim shows. I am a photographer for professional theatre
and the production I have just seen is of a professional standard. You should be very proud!” This is well-deserved praise
as the whole team worked tirelessly in the lead up to the performances. 

Thanks must go to all the staff and students involved in putting the production together - the music department, the
textiles department for making and sourcing props, Year 13 students for all their help on and off stage, Mr Mundy for
stage management and the programme design, Mrs Horton for help on props and make-up and the whole creative arts
team for their tireless help and support throughout. Thanks also to all parents, friends and family that support the
school production year after year. Without your continued support, hard work and versatility the production would not
be able to continue to reach the very high standard that it does. I would like to extend my thanks to all the Year 13
leavers, many of whom have been involved in the school production since Year 7. I wish you all the best of luck for your
exam results and your future ventures.  

BY MRS RANDALL



Sports Day 2018

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

This year, the Blenheim athletics Sports Day was a far grander affair as it moved for the first time away from Blenheim
and took place at the Harrier Centre in Ewell on the 17th July. This change meant that we were able to host our field
events at the same time as the track events, providing a wonderful spectacle to students and parents. 

Over the previous weeks all house teams had been getting organised and in all over 450 Blenheim students across years
7 to 10 were involved. There were high hopes that by moving to a purpose-built facility that we would have a few of our
school records broken and the students certainly didn’t disappoint. The first record fell just after 10am with year 7
Bethany Lewis adding 3cm to the school high jump record (now 1.30m). The records continued to tumble throughout
the day (see below), notably the year 8 shot putt record which had stood for 18 years but was no match for Ollie Woollen
as he threw 9.22m. 

BY MR MORGAN

Whilst the events took place, students were highly supportive of each other, cheering fellow competitors on and entering
into the spirit of the day. This was shown in the great support for the house dance off and the impromptu teachers’
triple jump competition. As the competition moved into the track finals and relays, further records fell but there was still
no clear leader with Octavius and Tulyar separated by only 20 points at one stage. However, a strong performance by
Tulyar year 10’s  made all the difference and in the end Tulyar retained the highly coveted Sports Day Trophy. Much to
Mr Everest’s delight this also meant that Tulyar also won the overall House Competition trophy again! The final scores
are below and we are already looking forward to having another wonderful event next year. 

New school records set this year



Track event winners

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  



Field event winners
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Sports Awards
Throughout the year, hundreds of students have been  

attending our extra-curricular clubs and representing the  

school in numerous fixtures. As well as earning plenty of  

individual merits, every time a student attended a club or  

represented the school they progressed towards achieving  

our Sports Colours Award. For those not familiar, if a year 7  

student attended 25 hours or more of clubs or fixtures then  

they automatically were eligible for the Sports Certificate. If  

they had already been awarded the Sports Certificate then 

they received the next award up. This summer, large numbers of students received their awards in the sports

assemblies run by Mr Millard and Miss O’Driscoll. Particular mention must go to year 10’s Ryan Bellworthy,

Jamie Bird, Euan Castledine, Emma Da Costa, Megan Hawkins and Alfie Huckle who received their Sports Tie,

meaning that they had showed outstanding commitment to Blenheim sport every year since year 7. 

  

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Whilst the sports colours system recognises commitment, the sports assemblies also gave the PE department

the opportunity to recognise individuals for excellence in particular sports. Coloured Excellence badges have

been given out in a number of sports including Athletics, Football, Gymnastics, Dance and many more,

recognising students for their impressive performances over the year. Additionally, in the sports assemblies 

the highly coveted Sports Boy and Sports Girl of the Year awards were given out. This award takes into account

both a student’s commitment and their excellence and it was extremely difficult to choose this year as so many

students have made such a large contribution. However, it is my pleasure to announce the deserved winners

this year are  

BY MR MORGAN

http://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/301/news/post/107/darcey-bussell-is-coming-to-blenheim-and-youre-invited
http://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/301/news/post/107/darcey-bussell-is-coming-to-blenheim-and-youre-invited


Year 6 Induction Day

On Tuesday, 3rd July we welcomed our new

cohort of year 7 students to Blenheim for their

Induction Day and it was a fabulous

opportunity to meet what is sure to be a strong

year group. During the day, students met with

their form tutor, made new friends in their

tutor groups, designed their own iPad app and

had a taste of secondary school lessons.

Feedback from the students was very positive

and it was clear that they found the day both

helpful and enjoyable. We now look forward to

them joining us in September. It is also worth

praising our newly recruited Wellbeing

Ambassadors who were on hand throughout

the day and did a fantastic job of representing

the school and supporting the year 6 students. 

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

BY MISS RILEY

STEMFest 2018
On 4th and 5th July, we were delighted to welcome over 750 year 5

students from local primary schools to our annual STEMFest. An

event celebrating all things Science, Technology, Engineering and

Maths aimed at inspiring local students in the subjects. 

They sampled a host of hands on activities in our Main Hall

including dissection, litmus testing, the ever popular Van da Graaf

machine and exploding custard! In our Sports Hall they were

treated to a robotics show hosted by Spacefund, experts in all

things space! RoboKids took our visitors on a fun and inspiring

journey into the future of Space, programming and robots.  They

helped to programme a friendly robot “Nao” and her friends for a

joint human and robotic Aurora mission to Mars! Thank you to

everyone who joined us for this incredible event and to all of those

who helped organise and run the two days. 

http://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/301/news/post/107/darcey-bussell-is-coming-to-blenheim-and-youre-invited
http://www.blenheim.surrey.sch.uk/301/news/post/107/darcey-bussell-is-coming-to-blenheim-and-youre-invited


Duke of Edinburgh – Silver Qualifying Expedition 

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

After a very successful training expedition to the Peak District, where
56 unsuspecting year 10s learnt to enjoy walking 20 kilometres a day,
sleeping on the cold, hard ground and eating lots of Dolmio pasta
sauce, the Silver cohort for Duke of Edinburgh were prepared to
embark on their qualifying expedition to the New Forest.  

The expedition was blessed with good weather and became a walking
safari of British flora and fauna (wild horses, donkeys, deer and a
couple of pesky ticks). The groups learnt to navigate and orientate
themselves in difficult terrain and became professionals at putting up
tents, cooking with a trangia and seeing how many items could be
squashed into a 50 litre rucksack.  

BY MISS MCCONNELL

All of the groups were aided and assessed by our very helpful, knowledgeable and friendly expedition leaders from
Adventure Expeditions, meaning that they have gained a wealth of practical and professional knowledge that will see
them very well equipped for any expeditions in the future, and for the Gold award, which was strongly recommended by
all expedition leaders for this cohort of Blenheim adventurers.   

Every student was a testament to Blenheim and the Duke of Edinburgh’s goal of resilience and good teamwork. Within
groups, roles were both unspoken and designated, and meant that every member of the team was supporting the
others, both logistically and mentally. Even between groups the encouragement and empathy was inspiring to witness,
with kids running to welcome and carry rucksacks for groups arriving late into camp. I am extremely proud to have been
a part of the relaunch of the Duke of Edinburgh award scheme at Blenheim and I could not have asked to work with a
better group of young people. The hours of fun with a tennis ball, the charades, the amazing ability to play manhunt
after 10 hours of walking and the heart-warming discussions are memories that will always remain with me and am sure
with all of them.  

Golden Effort by D of E Bronze Students 
BY MR WHITEHEAD

Seventy year 9 students recently completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze
expedition in the picturesque setting of the North Downs.  

Despite it being extremely warm, the students were able to navigate difficult
terrain and a variety of landscapes and successfully complete their trek. For a
number of students it was their first time camping but this was never apparent
as they can set up a stove and pitched a tent in no time at all. To qualify,
students had to travel on foot for at least six hours, set up camp, cook and
clean for themselves as well as show highlevels of teamwork and
determination. 

Their effort was exemplary and the instructors were extremely complimentary
of the skills shown by all the students when navigating and negotiating the
landscape.  

Alongside the expedition part of the award, all Duke of Edinburgh students
have  been developing new skills, participating in physical activities and giving
their own time to volunteer in the local community. These areas are also key
elements of the award and really contribute to the development of young
people. 



Careers and prefect elections the focus for Year 12

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Our year 12 students have been busy this half term since
returning back from their Summer examinations by
immersing themselves in the world of Future Choices,
Careers and UCAS. 

Students had an eye opening Future Choices day where
they explored possible routes into further education,
apprenticeships and the world of work. They were treated
to an outstanding Careers Fair organised by Mrs Watson
that included representation from such companies as
Atkins, the British Army, John Lewis, the Royal Marsden,
Surrey County Council & Virgin Atlantic to name but a few. It
was also great to see many Blenheim alumni come back to
talk to students about their progress and development after
leaving. 

All students have now registered with UCAS and have
started working on their personal statements. This work has
been supported further by tutorial sessions and a visit from
the University of Surrey. Students have been visiting
universities and exploring alternative pathways; it is an
exciting time for Year 12 as they consider the world after
Blenheim! 

We also had a highly successful Prefect election where both
staff and students voted for Subject Prefects. The quality of
application and commitment to their chosen area of study
was fantastic and all applicants should be proud of their
efforts. Below is a list of those who were successful. 

BY MR THORNTON



Science trip to Ardingly Big Bang Fair

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

On 27th June, year 7 went to the Big Bang Fair at Ardingly Showground in West Sussex. There were hundreds of hands-
on exhibits from local organisations covering all areas of STEM – from Gatwick Airport’s security to virtual reality
technology in football and engineering.  There were even chances to hold snakes, climb into tractors and police cars and
go up in a cherry-picker! 

Science Club visit to the Science Museum

Science club has had a great term doing lots of fun experiments and investigations. To finish off the term the regular
members had a day out to the Science Museum. We saw 'the really cool show', visited the space gallery, the flight gallery
and 'who am I?'. We had a fabulous day of science. 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/blenheim


A celebration of Technology!

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

The Design and Technology department have introduced a new reward badge! 
  
Students will now be awarded for their consistent progress and achievement across all disciplines of technology.  

The badge is awarded on the following merits; 
• A student meets or exceeds their target grade at the end of every term.  
• A student achieves outstanding progress across all disciplines, during their theory and practical element.  
• Key assessments and tri-weekly assessments show significant progress made. 
• Students think outside the box, therefore showing creativity and flair 

Below is a selection of excellence demonstrated in Design and Technology this year. Congratulations to our high calibre
students who continuously seek to improve and to put their best foot forward in Technology. 

BY MS DEE

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/blenheim
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On 28th and 29th June, the Geography department took all four GCSE Geography
classes out to conduct essential fieldwork as part of their GCSE course at the Hogsmill
River and Ewell Village.  

Although coursework is no longer an element of the GCSE course, students are still
expected to carry out two separate investigations for which they will be asked questions
about in their Unit 3 exam paper.  

Their Human Geography investigation was to investigate the impact of road traffic on
the environment of Ewell Village. Students took temperature and decibel readings at
increasing distances from the High Street to find out whether these changed. They also
carried out traffic counts to find out how much traffic was flowing along the High Street. 

As part of their Physical Geography investigation, students were taken to the Hogsmill
River where they were investigating a meander. 

They carried out depth studies in the river as well  
as measuring the angle of both banks. 

The weather was ideal on both days and students   
enjoyed spending time outside of the classroom  
in the sunshine. A huge amount of data was  
collected which students subsequently presented  
and analysed prior to the summer holidays.  

On Tuesday 19th June, the Geography department took 90 year 7 students to Eastbourne
to carry out a range of fieldwork investigations in order to develop their understanding of
how Geographers' learn about the world around them. This is a new visit that has been
developed to coincide with the ‘Coastal landscapes’ unit of work that students in year 7
study in the first half of the summer term. 

During the day, students spent some of their time in Eastbourne town centre trying to
establish enough facilities are provided for the local residents. They did this by carrying out
questionnaires with people on the High Street, creating a map of the various shops and
services that are provided, and annotating photographs showing the brand new £18m
shopping centre that is currently being built.  

The second half of the day involved investigating the coastal management techniques on
the beach to see whether they were working effectively. Students went up onto
Eastbourne Pier to draw a sketch of the coastline and various coastal management
techniques, they completed a cost-benefit analysis to consider whether the cost of the
methods were justified and then used some fieldwork equipment to measure sediment on
either side of the groynes to work out whether they were effective in reducing coastal
erosion and transportation.  

Throughout the day students showed exemplary behaviour and the staff attending were
extremely complementary about the work that was carried out. Students who completed
the best workbooks were presented with prizes in the year 7 Rewards Assembly. 

Year 7 Geography visit to Eastbourne 

Year 10 GCSE Geography Fieldwork  

BY MRS KIRKHAM
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As many of you will know by following our news items over the
past months, our Under 14's Girls' Team went to the Madjeski
Stadium in Reading to compete in the PlayStation Under 14
English Schools Cup Final. 

We are delighted to tell you that the team were crowned
National Champions in what is the showpiece game in school
football.  

The game started in bizarre fashion with Blenheim's opponents
Durham Johnston School opening the scoring after just 30
seconds.  Within minutes Blenheim had equalised with captain
Amelie firing into the top corner from 25 metres after some
great work from team mate Amie.  With just 6 minutes on the
clock Durham Johnston regained the lead - once again from a
long throw.  Blenheim then found themselves 2 goals down as
they conceded a penalty after 18 minutes. 

Even with the score at 3-1 to Durham Johnston, Blenheim were
by far the superior side. They created chance after chance, but
were failing to capitalise, until in the first-half injury time Becca
grabbed a crucial goal just before the stroke of half time. 

The second half mirrored the first, with Blenheim playing some
excellent football which forced Durham Johnston to defend
from the outset.  After 10 minutes of the half the pressure told,
with Aime, once again, playing a crucial part in setting up
teammate Bronte for a great half volley finish at the back post.
 The game settled into a pattern with Blenheim applying
constant pressure. 

With 2 minutes left of injury time it looked like the match would
be heading for penalties. However, Blenheim's hard work and
perseverance paid off and with a great ball from Player of the
Match Amelie that found Becca, who coolly slotted the ball past
the goalkeeper. Blenheim went into the lead for the first time
with 30 seconds left to play! 

The whistle sounded and Blenheim were crowned National
Champions in front of around 50 travelling supporters! 

The celebrations were fitting of such an occasion and the girls
can now deservedly hold their heads high as double winners.
This season they have won both the Surrey and National Cup
titles - the icing on the cake for a team who have worked very
hard, shown true dedication and at the same time have had an
awful lot of fun. They remain unbeaten in all forms of football
and deserve huge congratulations! 

Well done to the girls and our dedicated and hardworking PE
department for coaching them on the road to success! 

PlayStation Under 14 English Schools Cup Champions! 
BY MR MORGAN



Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance Update

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

Blenheim has recently undergone a thorough external  
inspection of careers provision in school which has  
resulted in our retention of the Quality in Careers Standard  
Award “Investor in Careers”. 

This is a national quality award for careers education, information, advice and guidance (CEIAG) in schools, colleges and
work-based learning. All state-funded secondary schools are "strongly recommended" by the Department for Education
to work towards, achieve, and maintain this Standard.  The Standard is fully aligned with the eight Gatsby Benchmarks for
"Good Career Guidance" and fully complies with the Department for Education's statutory guidance.  

The assessor commented that “the school philosophy is captured in their “Growth mind-set” and ten Blenheim
behaviours “that will give Blenheim students the ‘edge’ when they move into the workplace or higher education” where
students are actively encouraged to develop the characteristics of wanting to improve, being open to new ideas, working
hard and demonstrating resilience that are encouraged in all students - reflecting the school’s aim of developing social
and cultural capital in this context of their diverse demographic spread of students. Emphasis is on in inclusion and
access to opportunities irrespective of background, circumstance or ability. The school ethos towards CEIAG recognises
CIAG supporting this aim by providing students with the information on opportunities and progression and the skills to
maximise their potential.”  

Future Choices Careers Fair 
The annual Careers Fair was supported by 33
organisations representing a range of employers and
learning-providers which included ten Blenheim alumni.
 The focus of the event was on the vast array of
alternatives to university such as foundation degrees,
apprenticeships, school-leaver programs, GAP years,
internships, sponsored degrees, HNC/HNDs and other
professional qualifications.   
The careers fair was attended by students from year 12, 10
and 9.  The students received a preparation session to
help them plan how to use the fair effectively and
everyone was given a booklet detailing which organisations
were attending and some key questions to ask as an
introduction.  The feedback from students has been
positive.  Blenheim is always seeking opportunities for
students to have ‘meaningful employer encounters’ and
welcome parents support with this. 

This year, 60 year 12 students are out on one week block
work experience during the last week of term.  Students
self-source their placements and school vets and checks
their employers to ensure that they meet the legal health,
safety and safeguarding requirements.  The students are
attending a wide range of placements to include schools,
law courts, hospitals, big multi-national companies, small
SMEs, sports organisations.  We are always looking for
employers to offer work experience to students and if
your company would be willing to offer a placement in the
future, please let us know. 

Year 12 Work Experience 

RAC Year 8 and 9 Enterprise 
Competition 

Researching post-16 options 
for Year 10 
As part of year 10 Sixth Form Taster and Careers day,
students have had a briefing on all post-16 option
pathways.  Further information sessions will be held in the
autumn term.  Students have received a planning for the
future session and have created a personal action plan.  I
would strongly suggest that students spend some time in
their summer break researching their options.  It is the
aim to have all post-16 applications completed before the
Christmas holidays so that students can come back in
January without having to worry about what they will be
doing the following September.  Student’s plans should be
aspirational but realistic and it would be wise to ensure
that they always have a ‘back-up’ plan.   

In the spring term, the Royal Automobile Club, Epsom
delivered an assembly to all year 8 and selected year 9
students about careers in the hospitality and catering
industry. In addition, they set year 8 students an
enterprise challenge to design a new childrens menu and
pre-meal entertainment activity. Year 9 students studying
Food Technology this term were set the task of analysing
the nutritional content of the current childrens menu and
then to come up with suggestions for improving the menu
or suggesting new more healthy alternatives. 22 student’s
entries were selected to go through to the finals and
judging took place at the RAC. The quality of all the
finalist’s entries was of a really high standard and
extremely innovative and was praised by the professional
judging team.  The winners in year 8 were Reilly Ash,
Harvey Kilgour, Nathaniel Weston, Eddie Summers, Pedro
Fernandes E Almeida and Freya Shaboe and in year 9 the
winner was Isla Williams who really impressed the judges.
 These students have been invited to the RAC for a meal
incorporating some of their menu suggestions.  

BY MRS WATSON



B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

As we come to the end of another academic year with
the summer holidays drawing near, lets look at the
summer term with iPads and Online Safety. 

Keep safe and have a lovely break. 

Mrs M Chalke,  
Digital Learning and Resources co-ordinator, Online-
Safety Officer, Apple Teacher. 
chalke@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk 

iPads for Learning Scheme update

Robot Football

In May, Miles from Solutions Inc came to Blenheim to train 11 of our
year 9 students in their first game of Robot Football. 

Robot Football is an education game that helps students to develop
their maths, prob-lem solving and coding skills whilst also improving
teamwork.  

The session involved using a robot football pitch,  a Sphero SPRK+
robot as the foot-ball and the iPad and our year 9’s as the players. 

This was a fantastic opportunity for our students, who learned how
to code the Sphero robot to follow a chain of commands that
moved the ball between different positions on the pitch. 

In effect, the year 9 students created a digital coded playbook and
used strategic play between two teams to battle out against each
other, prove whose attacking or defensive playbook was the
strongest, who scored the most goals and who had the best pass
completion. 

The more they practised Robot Football, the better their team
became.  It was a fantastic opportunity for year 9s who were
learning to code and use maths to win the game.   

Well done to the following students who took part Humza Mirza,
Tyler Whalley, Marco Vieira, Josh Frampton, Samir Uddin, Sultan
Lubis,  Nic Selves, Neo Msika, Alex Clarke, Sam Bright, Sonny
Gingell.  

Charge your device downstairs at night before you
go to bed. 
Plug your device in and set off any updates so they
run while you are asleep. 
Never take the iPad out of its case 
Download apps from the App Portal the night
before 
If your WiFi is not working in school, turn it off in
settings wait a few moments then turn on again 

Top Tips!
BY MRS CHALKE



Our Student Digital Leaders have helped out  
with two events this term.   

Firstly, at Danetree Primary School we had the  
privilege of working with year 3 students,  
embedding the learning of their topic work  
‘The Ancient Greeks’ with the use of iPads.    

The Student Digital Leaders showed these  
students how to use Keynote, as a presentation  
tool, to capture their understanding and  
knowledge in this topic. 

The afternoon ended with a Kahoot quiz. The winning team received a Blenheim/Danetree Certificate for them
to display in their classroom. Well done year 3. 

Secondly, they were an invaluable help at our year 6 Induction Day. The Student Digital Leaders took the lead in
a presentation on the use of iPads at Blenheim and they discussed the key apps we use in lessons at Blenheim
and iPad rules.  

This was followed by a task given to our young visitors where they had to write down all they had learnt from our
older students. They then designed an app explaining its key features with our Student Digital Leaders were on
hand to guide and support them. There were some excellent ideas presented to the class.    

B L E N H E I M  H I G H  S C H O O L  

We used our Academic Tutoring day this June, to ask parents
and students to sign a new Student Acceptable Use Policy,
designed to help safeguard our young people when using any
technology within the school.   

This policy was recently updated  in line with the Department
of Education and Ofsted to be more accessible to our young
people enabling them to have a clear understanding of the
expectations we have as a school when using school
technology.  

The policy also includes the new rules relating to mobile
phones.  Any student who did not attend Academic Tutoring
was given a form during tutor time to sign and return. 

It is important that all Blenheim students have signed this
policy in order for them to continue to have permission to use
school technology in September 2018. If  you have not signed
the form, you can print one off from the Blenheim website link
below and hand it into reception.   

https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/documen
t/Student-Acceptable-Use-Policy-2018-.pdf?ts=1531308746 

Student Acceptable Use Policy 

Student Digital Leaders

https://blenheimschool.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Student-Acceptable-Use-Policy-2018-.pdf?ts=1531308746


Using iPads in Teaching and Learning

MFL

Some of our year 8s
have been working
on the topic of
‘Bullying’. They have
been creating anti
bullying posters in
French, using Pic
Collage, composing
and writing the lyrics
to a song using
French vocabulary
and producing  the
music from
GarageBand. They
are then going to
present this song as
a video using iMovie.
  

Year 7s have been
creating their ideal
home using the
Keynote
presentation app,
Pic Collage and
screen recording on
iPad.  This
information will be
put into iMovie for
them to present
their final video. 
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Geography Textiles English

At the end of June
our year 10s used a
decibel meter app
on their iPads
during a fieldwork
trip, which
measured noise
levels at Bourne
Hall.  This supported
their learning in
GCSE Geography.  

As part of their
Horton Country Park
topic some of our
year 8 students
created a movie
using Green Screen,
iMovie and the
Keynote
presentation app to
make a video
explaining all they
had learnt about the
eco-system and
biodiversity of this
area. 

Our textiles
department have
been using the
iPads as part of our
‘blended learning’
approach in the
following ways: 

Year 7 and 8 use the
Pic Collage app for
homework, to show
their understanding
of work taught in
lessons, by creating
a visual collage
which is then
printed off and put
in-to their exercise
books. 
Our year 9 have also
been using Pic
Collage for Textile
mood boards.
 Teachers have used
Showbie as an area
to share documents
for further reading
and have designed
tables for students
to complete on their
iPad, which support
the project they are
working on.  They
can then print this
off and put into their
exercise books
together with a
printed version of
their mood board.   

With this
information
accessible through
 their iPad, they can
refer back to it at
any time whether at
home or in school. 

Using augmented
reality our year 7s
have been able to
step into the world
of Shake-speare
using ‘Shakespeare’s
Globe 360’.  

Students were able
to see what a visit to
the theatre in this
time would have
been like, learn the
story behind how
the Globe was
constructed and
taking a look at
video and photo
galleries to gain an
understanding of
the different areas
of the theatre.  A
great way to help
with their
understanding and
feel of a
Shakespearean
theatre. 

Showbie
Showbie has also been used by the Textiles
department for Key Assessment feedback.   

Presentations used in lessons with the correct
answers added, are sent to students through
Showbie to give them support when they are filling
in their next steps.  There are also photos of
exemplar questions and answers from students,
this supports and encourages  peer to peer
learning. 



Online Safety 
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Tellybytext
On our return from the May half term, we introduced
tellbytext to our students.  This service encourages
our Blenheim students to report incidents of bullying
and anti-social behaviour directly to our school by
text or going online 24/7.  The service is managed by
Blenheim staff who will then help and advise the
young person. 

Please highlight this support to your son/daughter.
Watch out for a shortcut to this tellbytext on the iPad,
which should be available in September 2018. 

Netaware

In this day and age, it is so important we educate our
young people in every aspect of spending time online,
be it gaming, social media, the internet etc.  As
parents and educators  we need to know the current
trends and how to allow our young people to explore
and use technology safely.   

O2 and the NSPCC have a fantastic website, giving a
simple guide for parents to the most popular social
networks, apps and games.  You can learn about
privacy setting and safety guidelines for Facebook,
Instagram, Snapchat and more.  There are also up-to-
date reviews from parents and children for each app,
game and social network.   

To complement the website, there is now a Netware
App which is downloadable on iPhone or Android, so
you have up to date information with you wherever
you go! 

Key features: 
- Minimum age rating for each social network, app
and game 
- Parent and child views on how easy it is to sign up,
report abuse and adjust privacy settings 
- What people are saying about the top 50 most
popular social networks, apps and games 
- Find out how likely your child is to come across
inappropriate content 
Click on the link below for the  take a website, or
download the app from Google Play or the App Store. 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/


Appointments and attendance reminders
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Although it is vital for students to be in school, the school understands that unfortunately it is not always possible to
obtain medical and dental appointments outside of school hours. Therefore, if an appointment cannot be rearranged for
another time, parents/carers should ensure that the student’s Form Tutor is notified as soon as possible. Please note
that the school cannot accept a telephone call on the day of the appointment to release a student from lessons. 

All students are expected to attend school 100% of the time unless authorised by the Headteacher or Attendance Lead
to ensure that they are making the most of the fantastic opportunities on offer at Blenheim and achieve their full
potential.  

As from September 2013, the Government has tightened up the regulations for students taking leave of absence in term
time.  Schools are no longer allowed to authorise such absences and are advised to issue Penalty Notices to
parents/carers who take children out of school for 5 or more days. 

Please note that if a Penalty Notice is issued, each parent is liable to receive a Penalty Notice for each child who incurs an
unauthorised absence.  The amount payable on issue of a Penalty Notice is £60 per child, per parent – if paid within 21
days, rising to £120 if paid after 21 days but within 28 days.  If the Penalty Notice is not paid, then the recipient(s) will be
prosecuted in the Magistrates Court for the offence.  

Please contact me on mclarence@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk if you would like further clarification concerning the
regulations governing School Attendance. 

BY MRS MCLARENCE


