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WELCOME MESSAGE

Back again for our Valentine's special, Blenheim Book
Club students have remained committed to being part of
a community driven by a love for reading. The Student
Newspaper is in full swing, meeting each week to bring
you the best news from around the school. This half term
we have been looking at the celebration of Valentine's.
From romantic crafts to delicious recipes, The Blenheim
Chronicles has accounted for everyone at Valentine's. 

Sit back with a box of chocolates and your favourite
Rom-Com and enjoy! 
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I SPY VALENTINE'S
"I mustard-mit, you are awesome."
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daughter a letter signed "Your Valentine" as a farewell
before his execution. Another tradition suggests that Saint
Valentine performed weddings for Christian soldiers who
were forbidden to marry. 

The day became associated with romantic love in the 14th
and 15th centuries when notions of courtly love flourished,
apparently by association with the "lovebirds" of early
spring. In 18th-century England, it grew into an occasion in
which couples expressed their love for each other by
presenting flowers, offering chocolates, sweets and
sending greeting cards (now known as "valentines").
Valentine's Day symbols that are used today include the
heart-shaped outline, doves, and the figure of the winged
Cupid. Since the 19th century, handwritten valentines have
given way to mass-produced greeting cards. In Italy, Saint
Valentine's Keys are given to lovers "as a romantic symbol
and an invitation to unlock the giver's heart", as well as to
children to ward off epilepsy (called Saint Valentine's
Malady).

THE HISTORY OF
VALENTINE'S

DO YOU KNOW WHERE VALENTINE'S DAY COMES FROM?

Believe it or not, Valentine’s Day wasn’t always as
lovey and dovey as it is now. In fact, the true history
of Valentine’s Day is much darker then it is today, so,
I’m here to share the hidden truth about Valentine’s
Day and how it turned into the celebration of romance
we know today. 

Valentine's Day, also called Saint Valentine's Day or
the Feast of Saint Valentine, is normally celebrated
annually on February 14. It originated as a Christian
feast day honouring one or two early Christian
martyrs named Saint Valentine and, through later
folk traditions, has become a significant cultural,
religious, and commercial celebration of romance and
love in many regions of the world. 

There are a number of stories associated with
Valentine’s Day connected to February 14th, including
the story of ‘The imprisonment of Saint Valentine of
Rome’ for catering to Christians persecuted under the
Roman Empire in the third century. According to
multiple sources, Saint Valentine restored sight to
the blind daughter of his jailer. Later additions to the
legend have better related it to the theme of love: an
18th-century rewrite of the legend claims he wrote
the jailer's

Researcher: Lucy Harvey
Edited by: Charlie Gentry 

05



Have Fun and Be Happy!
2023 is the best time to relax and see family,

look after yourself and those around you. Take
chances and live in the moment. We live once, so

make it count!

Reporter: Lyra McLaren
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Bring in the New Year by coming up with some new resolutions.
Stuck on what to try? Use our handy list below!

NEW YEAR... NEW YOU

Study more! 
Whilst this sounds boring, you can benefit from

studying as it’ll help you retain info and,
consequently, get better grades which is perfect
if you are in the middle of exams or just doing a

triweekly/key assessment soon.

Spend more time with family and friends.
 It is important that we appreciate who we
have in our lives! Go for lunch, meet your

friends in a park or simply just have dinner
and watch a film. Time is precious.

Eat Healthier
While you may be a child now, you won’t be

forever. If you eat healthy then at least you can
help your self when you’re older, so even if it’s

just one apple a day, anything helps. 

Donate to charity! 
Whether it be 20p or £2 - every little helps. You

can look at local charities in your area or look on
online for something you are passionate about. 

Learn a Language
with new additions like

Duolingo , now is the time to
learn a language, with

hundreds of countries around
the world, why wouldn’t you?

Learn an Instrument
Similar to learning a language, music allows you to
express yourself in ways words cannot. You never

know, you might be the next X Factor star! 

Be Brave
Whether it’s rock climbing or learning to skate, for this one
you don’t need to know before hand, most of these things

you can do anytime so why don’t you enjoy doing something
new once in a while?

Join a Club
Joining a club is a great way to meet new

people, do new things and just generally have
fun. While some have a fee many are free and

would be happy to have you as a member.

Read a New Book
Regular reading has numerous advantages:

like getting smarter, learning skills and
improving imagination. Books may appear to

be boring but they can actually be really fun if
you give them a chance.



Ageing and reclusive Hollywood movie icon Evelyn Hugo is finally
ready to tell the truth about her glamorous and scandalous life. But
when she chooses unknown magazine reporter Monique Grant for
the job, no one is more astounded than Monique herself. Why her?
Why now?

Monique is not exactly on top of the world. Her husband has left
her, and her professional life is going nowhere. Regardless of why
Evelyn has selected her to write her biography, Monique is
determined to use this opportunity to jumpstart her career.

Summoned to Evelyn’s luxurious apartment, Monique listens in
fascination as the actress tells her story. From making her way to
Los Angeles in the 1950s to her decision to leave show business in
the ‘80s, and, of course, the seven husbands along the way, Evelyn
unspools a tale of ruthless ambition, unexpected friendship, and a
great forbidden love. Monique begins to feel a very real connection
to the legendary star, but as Evelyn’s story near its conclusion, it
becomes clear that her life intersects with Monique’s own in tragic
and irreversible ways.

I LOVE THIS BOOK! Genuinely might be the best book I’ve read
EVER. Evelyn Hugo is very similar to Marilyn Monroe in nearly every
way and she is an icon! It took me a while to read it, 2/3 weeks give
or take, but it was so worth it. The ending is so sad and so
unexpected. I was quite happily reading chapters 40-50 earlier this
week and was hit with such a heart-rending twist that I physically
had to put the book down and rant to one of my friends. I don’t have
many words, purely because I don’t want to spoil a great story! The
Seven Husbands of Evelyn Hugo had been sitting on my TBR (to-be
read) list for quite a long time and I’m so glad I finally picked it up
off my shelf. One more thing, the cover is so beautiful. Emerald
green really is Evelyn’s classic colour!

Happy reading! 
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BOOKMARKED
SEVEN HUSBANDS OF EVELYN HUGO 

BY TAYLOR JENKINS REID
Book Reviewer: Izzy Clements

"Evelyn unspools a tale of ruthless ambition, unexpected
friendship, and a great forbidden love."

"Genuinely might
be the best book
I’ve read, ever!"

Izzy Clements (icjones19@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk)
Topic discussed (TW): abortion, abusive relationships, alcohol, biphobia, cancer, car accidents, cheating, death, divorce,
domestic abuse, homophobia, physical abuse, racism, sexism, sexually explicit scenes, smoking, statutory rape, suicide

 

Age Rating



WORDSEARCH
HALF TERM ACTIVITY



Manchester United eased through their EFL Cup semi-final second leg with
Nottingham Forest to book a 1999 Wembley rematch with Newcastle as second-
half goals from Anthony Martial and Fred ensured victory on the night for Erik ten
Hag's side, even though a place in the final was virtually secure anyway thanks to
their 3-0 first-leg triumph at the City Ground.

Martial marked his return from a four-match injury absence by driving home his
sixth goal of the season, after a pass intended for Marcus Rashford deflected
back to the French striker 17 minutes from time. Within 180 seconds, United had
another when Bruno Fernandes picked out Rashford with a brilliant curling cross-
field pass, which the England man turned into the path of Fred, who nudged the
ball into an empty net from barely a yard out with his knee.

New signing Marcel Sabitzer watched from an executive box as United put
themselves within one victory of their first trophy since 2017.

Sir Elton John’s tour has become the highest grossing of all time and could net
him a billion dollars.
He just became the biggest earner ever taking home a staggering $817.9million
(£663.44m) with his latest Oceania leg of his Farewell Yellow Brick Road tour.
With at least 50 European dates to come in 2023, including 10 nights at
London’s O2 Arena and a headline set Glastonbury Festival, his estimated
earnings are as much as $1billion.
Elton’s epic tour began in North America and included 42 performances in 2018,
then 111 more in 2019 and another 25 in 2020 before the onset of the Covid-19
pandemic halted the tour.
He completed 93 concerts in 2022, capping a blockbuster year on the road with
three sold-out shows at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles in November.

King Charles and Queen Consort Camilla hosted a Buckingham Palace
reception to celebrate British East and South-East Asian communities this
evening.

The royal couple were joined at the lavish occasion in London Princess
Anne, 72, and Prince Edward, 58, as well as famous faces such as model
Alexa Chung, 39.

They also spoke with guests including fashion designer John Rocha, the
Crowned Prince of Selangor, Malaysia, and 'Korean Englishman' YouTubers.

There were more than 300 people at the reception from across various
sectors; including the arts, media, fashion, business, and healthcare - with
champagne and canapes served throughout the evening.

AROUND THE
WORLD

SIR ELTON JOHN’S FINAL TOUR
BREAKS RECORDS AS HE RAKES IN

£664 MILLION IN LATEST LEG

KING CHARLES AND QUEEN CONSORT
HOST A BUCKINGHAM PALACE

RECEPTION
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On these pages, we will look at key, topical
events that are taking place all across the

world. Learn all about politics, upcoming key
dates and more!

MANCHESTER UNITED TO PLAY
NEWCASTLE IN EFL CUP FINAL  

 

Source: The Daily Mirror 2023

Source: BBC Sport 2023

Source: Daily Mail 2023

News Reporter: Elloise Burrow



The womens' World Cup was founded in 1991 and the
current champions are The United States. This year, the
World Cup is being held in New Zealand and Australia at 10
different venues in nine different cities. 

There are going to be 32 teams from six different
confederations. It starts on Thursday 20th July and we
can't wait to see how England do after their incredible win
at the Euros. 

Epsom & Ewell vs Hailsham Town
Epsom & Ewell vs Arundel
Epsom & Ewell vs East Preston
Epsom & Ewell vs Dorking Wanderers B

Epsom and Ewell FC Upcoming Fixtures: 

The UK Indoor Athletics Championship takes place from
Saturday 18th February to Sunday 19th February.

It is being help in the Utilita arena in Birmingham. 

Events will consist of: Pole Vault, Long Jump, Triple
Jump, an arragement of running races and Hurdles. We
will even see Paralympic racing take place. 

You can keep informed on your chosen Sporting website. 

SPORTING
NEWS

LOCAL EVENTSUK INDOOR ATHLETICS
CHAMPIONSHIP
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On these pages, we will look at key, topical
events that are taking place in the sporting

world! WOMEN'S WORLD CUP
 

Sports Reporter: Ceris Pardy

Are you interested in writing about
your favourite sports team? Get in

touch with Miss Ferguson or Miss
Biddle to write for our Easter

Edition! 



Britain’s legal intolerance of homosexuality continued
until 1967 when the Sexual Offences act finally
decriminalised homosexuality. However, the prejudice
within society remained with Homosexuality still being
viewed as a “Mental Disorder” by diagnostic texts books
at that time (DSM-ll 1968).

In the 1970s the voice of the LGBT+ community began to
grow in volume with the formation of the Gay Liberation
Front, LGBT+ publications being created (The Gay News,
1972) and the first Gay Pride March taking place in the Uk
in July 1972.

LGBTQ+ HISTORY
MONTH
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In 2023 the LGBT+ rights movement has a lot of voices
making sure the LGBT+ community is heard and protected,
but it has not always been this way in Great Britain.

Did you know that homosexuality was only legalised in
1967? But the community still wasn’t completely safe and
faced discrimination all the time. Gay marriage was only
made legal in March of 2014!

But how did the community come from being completely
illegal and hated to where they are now? It all begins in
1533, when Henry VIII criminalised homosexual activity.
This law was later repealed in 1828 almost 300 years later
and replaced with The Offences Against The Persons act.
This act was very harsh because punishments included the
death penalty, with the last people being executed under
this law in 1835. Even though the death penalty was
removed in 1861, the laws against homosexuality remained
harsh including prison sentences of over 10 years and hard
labour. The prejudice in society remained with attempts to
make sexual acts between women against the law in 1920.

Historical Reporter: Ronnie Gentry

February is a month to celebrate the journey
the LGBTQ+ community have been on

throughout history. How much do you know
about the struggles the LGBTQ+ community

have faced?
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Over the next 30 years, although laws criminalising homosexuality were fading into history, society’s
ignorance and fear of the LGBT+ community and its slowly growing rights remained. In 1983 the
British press published a story about a local authority library stocking a book about a young child
living with her two gay fathers (Jenny lives with Eric and Martin) and a national outcry followed. 

The pressure on the government became so strong that in 1988, the government made a change to the
Local Authority Act (Section 28) which banned local authorities from funding LGBT+ constituents and
their projects. This included removing funding for LGBT+ education, resource development and art
projects.

In response to this, many people protested against the change. In 1989, Sir Ian McKellen came out live
on a Radio3 debate and soon after joined others to found the Stonewall group that has campaigned
against the government for LGBT+ rights ever since.

Still today there are ongoing battles, but now the
community has the freedom and rights they deserve.
With the help of many people along the way, non-
stop protesting and determination, the LGBTQ+

community are finally seen as equals within society.



ETYMOLOGY
Tier 2 Vocabulary
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This is my etymology article. Etymology is the study of
the history of words such as a word may come from Latin
and eventually may become a word in modern English.
This process can take a long time, hundreds, even
thousands of years! This is because, since the origins of
humanity, we have had a desire to communicate.
However, over time, our language develops (and it still
does). In maybe a couple hundred years what we say
could well be very different compared to what is said
then. Language also takes small steps like when slang
terms are used. 

Also, etymology helps looking at other languages, you
know cognates (words that sound the same and often
mean the same thing but from two different languages)
often start at the same word, e.g. a French word could
sound the same to an English word because they both
probably derived from Latin or another ancient
language.

A Valentine is a card sent on St Valentine’s Day to
someone a person is in love with. 

Valentine is a late Middle English word which meant
denoting a person chosen as a sweetheart by someone.
Valentine comes from the Old French word Valentin,
which in turn comes from the Latin word Valentinus. A
Valentine can also mean someone who has received a
Valentine’s card. 

As a name rather than a word in the dictionary,
Valentine comes from the Roman surname (and the
above Latin word) Valentinus. Valentinus in turn comes
from the Latin word valens which meant “strong and
healthy”.

Language Reporter: Alekesander Jones

I’m sure you have heard of Valentine, Love and
Emotion. But do you know where the words
come from? This article will be delving into

these three words.

Valentine
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Emotion

Love simply means a deep feeling of affection
or romance with someone. 

Love comes from the old English word lufu
which is believed to have a Germanic origin.
This word root is partly shared by the Sanskrit
word for “desires” which is lubhyati. This word
root is also shared by two Latin words: libet
and libido. The former means “it is pleasing”
and the latter means “desire”. 

The phrase: “Love me, Love my dog” means
that if you love someone, you must accept
them even their faults. The word love itself
has many derivatives such as lovebirds or
lovesick.

The definition of emotion is a strong feeling that
has come from a person’s circumstances or
mood. 

The first branch starts with the Latin prefix ex-
which means “out”. Ex- eventually became the
prefix e-. On another branch is the Latin word
movere which means “move”. Eventually e- and
movere came together to become the Latin word
emovere. This eventually became the French
word émouvoir which meant “excite”. Émouvoir
soon became émotion which is also French (now
the word looks very similar to what we know
today). 

Finally, in the mid 16th century, émotion became
emotion but at this point it meant “denoting a
public disturbance”. It only reached the current
definition in the 19th century.

Love

"Love looks not with the eyes, but with the mind. And therefore
is winged Cupid painted blind." - William Shakespeare



FLORIOGRAPHY
Language of Flowers
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Considered to be one of the most recognisable flowers
globally, most of us are at least a little bit familiar with
roses. As Valentine’s Day looms closer and closer red
roses remain as the number one gift for the day of
hearts, seen by many as the symbol of love. However,
roses are not confined to only one colour, coming in
different hues with different meanings such as. deep red
for commitment representing a deeper bond than lighter
coloured red roses which are said to symbolise passion
and desire.

Pink roses are for gratitude and admiration. They’re the
perfect choice for the people you appreciate most, like
your friends, siblings or teachers. They can also
represent femininity and elegance, which makes them
perfect for events like engagement parties, proms and
baby showers.

Language Reporter: Elloise Burrows

Valentine’s Day is here and what better way to celebrate
than to learn all the different significance of each specific
flower! This page contains all the knowledge you need to
know for the most popular blooms of the day of hearts.

Rose
Commonly known as a friendship flower because of all
the joy they give, yellow roses are warmth and
happiness thought to represent the joy that friend
gives. Interestingly, during Victorian times the yellow
rose used to symbolise jealousy however, that
meaning has long been forgotten and now universally
known to symbolise happiness and joy.

White roses, on the other hand, are popular wedding
flowers as they symbolise young love and eternal
loyalty. The colour white can also represent fresh
beginnings and a pure, clear path which makes them
the ideal flower for weddings and unions.
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Carnation

Tulips were first introduced to Europe in the 16th century
from their native countries Persia and Turkey, where
they gained their popular name from the Turkish word
for gauze, reflecting the turban-like appearance of a
tulip in full bloom. By the 17th century, tulips had gained
such widespread popularity, notably in the Netherlands,
that the cost of a single bulb had skyrocketed, bringing
in a "tulip mania" and crashing markets.

Although each colour of tulips has a special meaning
such as yellow for happy thoughts, white for
forgiveness, and purple for royalty, the significance of
the red tulip may be attributed to a Turkish legend.
According to the story, a young woman named Shirin fell
in love with a sculptor by the name of Farhad. Upon
learning of Shirin’s apparent death, Farhad rode his
horse off a cliff
because he was so distraught. Each drop of his blood is
said to have sprouted a scarlet tulip, giving the red
flower the meaning "perfect love”.

Believed to originate from the Mediterranean,
historians have said that carnations have been
cultivated for about 2000 years. First
referenced in Greek Literature, the flower is
mentioned in the story centred around Diana’s
unreciprocated love with a shepherd. The
goddess became so furious that she plucked out
the man’s eyes and threw his body to the
ground, with carnations sprouting out from his
remains.

As the official flower of Mother’s Day, pink
carnations represent commitment and devotion
best associated with maternal love. White
carnations, on the other hand, embodies pure
love and innocence with yellow carnations
traditionally symbolising rejection and disdain.

Tulip

"Where there is love there is life." - Mahatma Gandhi
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Lilacs

Lilies were once believed to exclusively only flourish in
forests, grasslands, marshes, and mountains in the
Northern Hemisphere, particularly in regions with
warmer climates like Asia, parts of Europe, and North
America. However, Lilies can now be grown from bulbs
and would probably flourish practically anywhere,
making these blooms and their symbolism global.
Generally associated with love, devotion, purity and
fertility the meaning of this flower can significantly
change depending on its colour with its sweetness and
innocent beauty ensuring that it remains linked to the
concepts of new life and rebirth.

Given that white lilies are frequently the first to come to
mind when the flower is discussed, they may be the most
well-known kind. These flowers stand for innocence,
dedication, and rebirth, signifying the inner emotion of
restoration. Pink lilies, on the other hand, are generally
sent as a gift to close female friends and family
members. They are meant to express concern and offer
support to a person who is going through challenging
times.

Lilacs have a deep-rooted history originating
from ancient Greek literature. The story of lilac,
according to Greek mythology, begins with a
beautiful nymph named Syringa, now known as
lilac's botanical name. Captivated by her beauty,
Pan, the god of the forests and fields, chased
Syringa through the forest. Frightened by Pan's
affections, Syringa escaped him by turning
herself into a fragrant bush we now refer to as
lilac.
In the language of flowers, lilacs hold the
symbolic meaning of the joy of youth and love
blooming in a range of colours depending on
variety, from deep purple to pale blue for
tranquillity and happiness, light purple for first
love, and white for divinity.

Lily

"Love yourself first and everything else falls into line. You really have
to love yourself to get anything done in this world." - Lucille Ball



BURNS NIGHT
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Burns night is a fun night where people in Scotland or of
Scottish heritage celebrate the life and work of Robert

Burns.

Historical Reporter: Olivia Corby

Traditionally you eat a very Scottish
meal, haggis (a traditional savoury
pudding, a bit like a big round
sausage), neeps and tatties (turnips
and potatoes).

What do you eat?

Burns Night is a time for celebration
and for the Scottish this involves a lot
of singing, dancing, bagpipe music and
sharing poems and stories late into the
night.

What do you do?

Robert (Rabbie) Burns was a Scottish poet and lyricist. He is widely
regarded as the national poet of Scotland and is celebrated worldwide. 

Who is Robert Burns?



COLOURING



COLOURING



8 large raw shell-on king prawns
3 cloves of garlic
1 fresh red chilli
A few sprigs of fresh flat-leaf parsley
50 ml olive oil
½ teaspoon smoked paprika
1 lemon

Ingredients

1. Peel the prawns, removing the heads and leaving the tails on. Run
the tip of a knife down the backs of the peeled prawns and pull out and
discard the dark vein.

2. Peel the garlic and finely chop with the chilli. Pick and finely chop
the parsley leaves.

3. Drizzle the oil into a small frying pan over a medium-high heat, add
the garlic and chilli and fry for 30 seconds to flavour the oil, before
stirring in the paprika.

4. Add the prawns and fry for 2 minutes on each side, or until cooked
through, adding most of the parsley when you turn the prawns.

5. Squeeze half the lemon juice into the dish, then remove from the
heat and sprinkle over the remaining parsley and a pinch of sea salt.

6. Serve sizzling with warm crusty bread and the remaining lemon cut
wedges for squeezing over. Enjoy!
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VALENTINE'S MENU
Guest Baker: Liliana Oliveira

Valentines is a great time of year! Though traditionally spent with one’s love, it’s a time
to be spent with all loved ones: friends and family. In this edition of the Blenheim

Chronicles, I have compiled three beautiful Valentine’s recipes for you to try at home
and share to your hearts content!

Garlic Chilli Prawns

Seafood has always been a staple of Valentine’s food.
From oysters to salmon to caviar, there is no limit to the
decadent ocean fruits to indulge in. One of my favourite

seafood starters is Garlic-Chilli Prawns, served with
warm bread. Both a little spicy and heartily warming,

this dish is a great appetiser for your Valentines’
banquet!



1. Preheat oven to 220°C. Grease a 20x20cm (or smaller) baking dish with oil
or butter.

2. Toss potatoes with garlic, butter and half the cream/milk mix in prepared
baking dish, season well with salt and pepper. Press down firmly with a
spatula. Drizzle over remaining cream/ milk mix and sprinkle with parmesan.
Cook for about 30 minutes until soft and golden on top.

3. While the dauphinoise is cooking, pat the steak dry and season with salt.
Heat a drizzle of oil in a fry-pan on high heat. Cook steak for 2–3 minutes
each side for medium rare (or until cooked to your liking). Set aside and rest
in foil for about 5 minutes. Slice thickly against the grain.

4. Return same pan used to cook the steak to a low-medium heat, add half of
the wine and let it bubble. Use a wooden spoon to rub the bottom of pan to
release any pan brownings (this is called deglazing) until it evaporates.

5. Finely dice half of a shallot and the peppercorns. Add a drizzle of oil to the
deglazed pan and cook shallots for 1–2 minutes. Add second half of the wine
and let it bubble for about 10–15 seconds, add the cream and peppercorns
and simmer for 1–2 minutes until sauce thickens slightly. Stir through soy
sauce and keep warm.

6. Divide the dauphinoise and steak between plates. Drizzle peppercorn
sauce over steak and enjoy!
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Valentine’s is a time to go big or go home, and what better way to go BIG than a fancy steak. This delicious meal is
bursting with flavours that’ll surely satisfy your taste buds! From creamy potatoes, to rich meat, to warming

peppercorn sauce, this dish is a winner all around.

Steak with Peppercorn Sauce and Dauphinoise Potatoes

Ingredients:
For the dauphinoise:

· 400g potatoes, peeled and sliced 0.5cm
· 1 clove garlic, minced

· 1 tablespoon butter, melted
· 1/4 cup cream mixed with 1/2 cup milk
· 1/4 cup finely grated parmesan cheese

 
For the steak and peppercorn sauce:

· 300g scotch fillet steak (at room temperature)
· 1/4 cup white wine (to deglaze pan)

· 1/2 shallot
· 2 teaspoons green peppercorns, drained

· 1/4 cup white wine
· 1/2 cup cream

· 1/4 teaspoon soy sauce
 

“A recipe has no soul. You as
the cook must bring soul to

the recipe.”
– Thomas Keller

 



1. Heat the cream with a pinch of salt over medium heat in a small
saucepan until tiny bubbles show and begins to lightly and slowly
simmer.

2. Remove from heat, add the chocolate, and whisk until smooth and
fully incorporated. 

3. Transfer the chocolate mix to a fondue pot heated at low or with a
low flame, or serve straight from the pot. Arrange the fruit pieces on
a platter or plates around the chocolate pot. Use a fondue fork,
bamboo skewer, seafood fork, or salad fork to dip the fruit pieces
into the hot melted chocolate mixture. 

4. Eat immediately and Enjoy!

Pro Tip: If the fondue begins to feel a little stiff, add a tablespoon of
heavy cream and stir. It will help it go a little longer. Eventually, it
will cook down though, and you may need to start a new pot.
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Ingredients:
You may need: a fondue pot (however this is not

vital)
 
 

For the dipping fondue chocolate:
· 1 cup (8 ounces) heavy cream

· Pinch of salt
· 12 ounces milk or dark chocolate (chips or roughly

chopped bar)
For dipping:

· Strawberries
· Blueberries
· Raspberries
· Apple slices
· Plum slices

· Peach slices
 

Chocolate is a Valentine’s MUST! Steeped in tradition, sharing this sweet confectionary with your loved ones is the
perfect way to end your day. This chocolate fondue recipe is sure to delight when paired with delicious fresh fruits!

 

Mixed Fruits with a Chocolate Fondue

“Cooking with love provides food for
the soul.” – Valerie McKeehan
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225g Butter (unsalted) (softened)
225g Golden caster sugar
3 Eggs
1 tsp Vanilla extract
190g Plain white flour
35g Cocoa powder
10g Baking powder
1.5 tbsp Pink food colouring

For the cupcakes

 
 
 

Step 1: 
Preheat the oven to 180*C (160*C fan) an place cupcake cases in a 12 hole cupcake tin (but you can do any amount)

Step 2:
Cream together the butter and sugar until pale and fluffy. Then add the eggs one by one and the vanilla extract, mixing well
between each one to make sure the mixture does not curdle.

Step 3:
Sift in the flour, coco and baking powder and mix. Then add the pink food colour and carefully mix until evenly distributed
throughout the batter (you may need to add more food colouring if it’s not enough)

Step 4:
Spoon the batter into the cupcake cases until they are 2/3 full then bake in the oven for 25 minutes.

Step 5: 
Once the cupcakes are cooled, you can decorate them! For an extra surprise, dig out the centre of the cupcake and put sprinkles or
smarties (or something else) inside. Then place the top of the cupcake on top of the sprinkles/smarties and put the icing over it. Add
some heart shaped sweets and sprinkles on the top for decoration.

Step 6: (optional)
To make the buttercream, place the butter and icing sugar in a large bowl with the vanilla extract and start to beat together slowly
to start with, then increase the speed and beat until the buttercream is light and fluffy. You can add a few drops of food colour here
if you wish.

Treat your loved ones to these delicious sweet treat this Valentine’s Day. These red velvet cupcakes are easy to
make, delicious to eat and a great way to show someone how much you love them.

Valentine's Cupcakes

500g Icing sugar
250g butter (unsalted) (softened)
1 tsp vanilla extract

 For the buttercream (you don’t have to make
the buttercream. You can just buy buttercream

if you wish) 

Ingredients:

Bakers: Michaela Blake, Olivia Corby, Rosie Nicolaou
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4. Finally, draw hearts
and add two lines

connecting the top of
the heart to the

bottom of the heart.
Add colour. I did pinks
and reds but choose
whatever you prefer.

HOW TO DRAW...
Artist: Freya Collins

Valentine's Folding Heart

First, fold the
paper in half and

then fold both
half’s in half

again. 

1.

2. Next, draw a heart
so that when you open

up your paper, there
are two sections in

between the top and
bottom of the heart.
Add cute eyes. Don’t
draw along the pink

line though!
 

3. After this, open up
your paper and draw a

cute message in the
middle two sections.
It can say anything
you like to someone

you care about -
maybe a family

member or friend.

Give to a loved one or keep for yourself!



5. After this, add a
centre petal and

then add two petals
coming off of the
centre petal and

draw a stem.
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HOW TO DRAW...
Artist: Freya Collins

A Simple Rose

Start by
drawing a
‘s’ shape.

1. 2. Next, turn the top of
the ‘s’ into a heart

shape.
 

3. Then, draw a
swirl and add

four lines coming
down from the

swirl.

4. Next, draw two
curved lines

connecting to the
bottom of the ‘s’.

6. Finally, add
colour. I used red
and green, however
you can make the
rose any colour you
like!



A variety of coloured sheets of paper
1 piece of A4 white paper
Plastic Wrap
Scissors
Glue
Sellotape
Colouring Pens/pencils 

What you need: 

For the sweets:
Step 1: First, cut 1 A4 piece of white paper into even
strips.

Step 2: On each strip of white paper, write messages that
you wish to send, instead of saying 'I love you'. 

Step 3: Next, take the coloured paper and cut squares
that are bigger than the strips of white paper. You will
need 1 square of coloured paper per 1 strip of white paper
that has the message on it. 

Step 4: Roll your paper into tube like shapes and glue the
edge to create a cylinder. Then take one of the open
edges and glue it together. 

Step 5: Take 1 of the messages on the white strips of
paper and place it in the cylinder and seal the other edge.
You can cut the edges to make them look like sweets if
you wish!

CUTE WAY TO
SAY 'I LOVE

YOU'
Creative Reporter:

Ella Carro
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For the sweet bag:
Step 1: First, take another piece of paper (any colour).
Fold the paper in half and then in half again so you know
where the middle of the sweet packet should be.

Step 2: Draw a square in the centre of the middle line
that has appeared after being folded. This will be the
window of your sweet packet. Cut the window out of the
A4 paper/

Step 3: Cut the plastic wrap to size. Remember, this
needs to be bigger than the window so all the space is
covered. Place the plastic wrap over the window that has
been cut out and stick the edges down with Sellotape. 
 
Step 4: Take all the sweets that you have made with your
wonderful messages inside and Sellotape the back of the
sweet bag and each side so that your sweets are now
secure.  

Step 5: Colour in your sweet bag and give this to
someone you want to say 'I love you' to. 

'A crazy Skittle thing called love'



VALENTINE'S
CARDS

Creative Reporter:
Michaela Blake
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1 sheet of plain white A4 paper (A5 will work too)
1 sheet of coloured paper/card (you can colour you
own)
Scissors
Glue
Colouring Pens/pencils (optional)

What you need: 

Step 1: Draw a 15cm by 8cm rectangle on your paper but
don’t cut it out yet. Fold the rectangle in half then sketch
out half a heart on the crease making sure the top of the
heart sticks out the top. 

Step 2: Fold the rectangle in half so that the lines are on
the outside. Carefully cut around the shape you have
drawn and fold it in half. You should have both sides of
the heart now – you can draw the other half if you wish.

Step 3: Fold along the lines of the heart and fold in half.
When folded the heart should fold inwards and there
should be a gap missing on the corner of the folded page.

Step 4: Get your coloured paper/card and draw a 15cm by
3cm rectangle and cut it out.

Step 5: Fold your coloured rectangle in half and glue it to
the outside of your card. You can also add colour to the
heart on the inside.
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VIDEO GAME NEWS
Gaming reporter: Jasper Waghorn

The final game we are going to talk
about is Minecraft Legends. This game
will continue you on your adventure
from the previous Minecraft story game
Minecraft Dungeons, you can fight
monsters, collect mystical weapons and
items.

Welcome to the video game column, here you will get all your latest
news on the upcoming video game releases. 

2022 review
With the end of 2022 and loads of
amazing game releases, let’s have a
look at the highlights. The hit post
apocalyptic game Stray hit the video
video game market in late 2022 and
everyone loved it. From the amazing
world design to the brilliant
environmental story telling. You can
get this game on all majors video
game platforms.

Now for some more upcoming releases
starting with Hogwarts Legacy which
releases in early February. In this game
you can take control of your own
magical adventure in an immersive
open-world environment, where you
can take control of your own wizard
character and grow their magical
knowledge with countless spells and
magical abilities.

Minecraft Legends

Upcoming releases



TEACHER SPOTLIGHT
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“It is in your hands, to
make a better world

for all who live in it.”
- Nelson Mandela 

Miss Makiyi - Teacher of Drama and English
The School Production

What made you want to become a teacher?
I had nice teachers when I was younger and I wanted to
educate children, hoping they would feel same way. I think
that education can be a great tool to making the world a
better place. 

What is your favourite book and why?
My favourite book is Small Island; the story is based in World
War II. My favourite character is an elderly man named
Arthur who is kind and accepting of everyone no matter
their background,  he reminds me of my Grandad. 

What is your favourite thing about your job?
Making people smile and making their day better.

Who’s your favourite student?
I don't have a favourite student, however it is 100% not my
Year 8s that fart in lesson time! (you know who you are!) 

Fun fact about yourself?
In university, I was randomly interviewed in Camden for a
Channel 4 programme. Little did I know it was a prank TV
show. Someone asked for my opinion on cats. I said that I 
 preferred dogs. The “interviewer” then said his cat died and
proceeded to have a huge go at me and my friend in
public; it was so awkward! 

What’s the funniest thing you’ve seen whilst teaching
drama?
My favourite experience is when I play 'animal splat' with my
Year 11s. 11P/DR2 do the best and most hilarious animal
impressions. 

What’s your favourite theatre show?
Hairspray! 

Do you have any pets?
I have a pet called Nala! She is a Labrador and adorable. 

What’s your favourite topic to teach?
My favourite topic to teach in Drama is live theatre. I love
discussing acting skills, costume, context, sound and
lighting. It is fantastic to see students engage with theatre. 

Interviewer: Harriet Willes



SUBJECT CELEBRATION
 

18

A level Year 13 Physical Education
With Miss Patsikas
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Investigating the Characteristics of Group Cohesion
Year 13 were tasked with investigating the
characteristics of 'Group Cohesion'. First
they took a look at Task Cohesion, which in
summary states that people who are willing
to work together, whether or not they get
on personally, have more potential to be
successful. Comparatively, they looked at
the theory of Social Cohesion, where
individuals enjoy socialising but not
completing tasks together. Therefore, it
could be argued that task cohesion is more
valuable than social cohesion when
evaluating long term benefits.

 

With this in mind, Year 13 were tasked with
creating Wembley Stadium out of shoe
boxes. 

Testing their ability to work as a team and
the Ringlemann Theory, whereby it is
believed that an individual seem to work
less hard in a group than they do on their
own. This term is considered 'Social
Loafing' whereby players are able to
reduce their effort in a group and hide it
amongst the effort of other group
members. Social loafing states the reason
for this as motivational losses. Motivational
losses occur because individuals may not
share the same motives, which leads to a
loss of group cohesion.

"It always seems
impossible until it's

done." - Nelson Mandela
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MY FAIR LADY
SCHOOL PRODUCTION

Critic: Izzy Clements
Edited by: Charlie Gentry

Our Drama team at Blenheim have been
working very hard on this year’s school
production  ‘My Fair Lady’, with a cast of
nearly 100 students we are all very very
excited for February’s opening night. We
started rehearsals in early October and hoped
to finish by the end of January just in time for
show week, the 31st of January to the 6th of
February.

Starting rehearsals, we blocked Act One bit by
bit and ended with a 3-hour long rehearsal by
running the entire act with a full cast,
including big musical numbers like the Ascot
Gavotte and the Embassy Ball. Ascot proved
difficult to block, what with a cast of nearly
100 students from Year 7 to 13- excluding our
amazing leads- but after a rehearsal in the
Halloween half-term and going over it again
and again in rehearsals after the half-term
break, we had it down. 

Miss Le Prevost came in to block our
Embassy Ball scene and taught us all the
waltz! It was a long rehearsal that night
filled with people bumping into each other
and various partners figuring out how to
hold each other, but it was definitely a lot of
fun!



We kicked off the new year with a few
rehearsals to go over numbers from Act One:
the Waltz, the opening scene and a couple of
pub scenes. The entire show is blocked and
now it’s just fine tuning and fixing little
mistakes throughout each number, such as
which way we sway in the lift motif during
the Embassy Ball and which lines ensemble
members sing during ‘With a Little Bit of
Luck’. Our leads have been working very hard
on the run up to show week and I just want to
say how amazing they are doing so far. 

On the week beginning the 16th January, we
had a lot of rehearsals to run all-cast
numbers and even a Saturday rehearsal from
10-4 to run the whole show twice! Our last
few rehearsals have just been re-running
bigger numbers like Ascot and ensemble-
heavy numbers like ‘Get Me To the Church’
On Time. Our very last rehearsal before show
week (Thursday 26th) was just a short full
cast meeting to notify everyone about the
week ahead before we made our way to
Leatherhead Theatre for a busy week of tech
rehearsals and four very exciting shows. This
process has been so much fun and I’m so
glad I auditioned in September. 

I couldn’t imagine spending my autumn and winter terms any other
way, I will definitely be auditioning for the school production again

next year.
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Act Two was blocked and staged pretty
quickly. We had another full cast, 3-hour
rehearsal just before the Christmas break to
run Act Two and received very positive
reactions from ensemble members as the
leads astounded us with their performances
with numbers like ‘On The Street Where You
Live’ and ‘Get Me To The Church On Time’. I
myself cannot wait to see the full production
on its feet with full lighting, set, costume and
more but I know that comes in time.

Mrs Burton has been making most of our
costumes by hand and fittings have been
dotted around rehearsals, starting with the
Cockney Street Dwellers and other ensemble
roles. There have also been singing lessons
for our leads- Eliza Doolittle, Professor
Higgins and Colonel Pickering- and they've
been working on their vocal skills ready for
February. On a final note, our musical edits
have been completed after using backing
tracks for nearly three months! Just about
everything is ready for a full run of ‘My Fair
Lady’ and I’m sure everyone is just as excited
as I am.

Act 2



HOUSE
NEWS

A MESSAGE FROM MR
SHORTT - HOUSE
COORDINATOR

Nashwan - Miss Ferguson
fergusonp@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

 

Octavius - Mr King
king@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

 

Sinndar - Mr Lewis
lewis@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

 

Tulyar - Miss Bennett
bennett@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Sports Reporter: Bonnie Elvin

Thank you so much for contributing to the Blenheim House
Cup for 22-23, it has been fantastic to see so many students

getting involved with the various House Events.
 

See below for the overall scores this half-term.
 

I look forward to seeing you after half-term for House
Basketball, House Music and the World Book Day House

Quiz!
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CLUB SPOTLIGHT
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Science club (which is held on Tuesdays
after school) is an amazing opportunity to
learn and have fun at the same time. We
have done many experiments including
making slime, lip balm, burning food, milk
art and cars moved by balloons.

We have looked at animal and plant cells
down a microscope - we even saw some
animal’s organs, such as a rodent heart. It’s
an amazing way to spend your time and I
highly recommend visiting, even if you’re
only trying it out. It’s the fun of
experiments in science, but without the
writing.

Science Club
Club Researcher: Max Mizzi

Contact Mrs Barnes to get involved
barnes@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk



CO-CURRICULAR
What is happening around the school?
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To join any of these clubs, please contact the
relevant teacher.



CO-CURRICULAR
What is happening after school?
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To join any of these clubs, please contact the relevant teacher.



If you liked this newspaper by students, for students,

then keep an eye out for for our Easter edition of The
Blenheim Chronicles next term.

 
If you would like to be part of The Blenheim Chronicles,

please contact Miss Ferguson or Miss Biddle at the
below email addresses.

 

WHAT'S COMING UP?

Instagram
Blenheim Book Club: @blenheimbookclub
Blenheim Chelsea FC: @blenheimchelsea

Dance: @blenheimdance
PE: @blenheimpe

Sixth Form: @blenheim6thform

Twitter
Blenheim High School: @BlenheimEpsom

Dance: @BlenheimDance
English: @BlenheimEnglish

PE: @blenheimpe
 

fergusonp@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk (Rossetti)
biddle@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk (Atwood)


