THE OPTIONS PROCESS
How to choose your KS4 Options

DO

Dear students,

• Choose a broad range of
subjects to study.

During the next few weeks you need to make some important
decisions about which subjects you wish to study from
September 2021 when you start Key Stage 4. These are not
easy decisions to make, especially if you are unsure of your
future career path. Careful thought and discussions with your
parents/carers, your Form Tutor, subject staff and Mrs Eke,
Careers Advisor, will help you to select the correct
combination of subjects. (Also see pages 6 & 7)

• Choose subjects that you will
enjoy, work hard at, and in
which you are performing well
in.
• Speak to your teachers about
the subjects you are
considering.

DO NOT
• Choose subjects because
your friends are choosing
them - their choices may
suit them, but may not suit
you.
• Chose a subject because
of a particular teacher as
they may not teach you in
KS4.

• Research any career ideas.

It pays to take some
time now, to listen to all
the advice on offer in
Life Skills and Well
Being lessons, subject
videos and the Option
Evening Presentation.
This will help make
sensible and realistic
choices that you will be
happy with throughout
Key Stage 4.

Students will be studying
their chosen GCSE subjects
for three years. Deadlines for
requesting a change of
course will be the end of
term Wednesday 15th
December 2021 there WILL
NOT be an opportunity to
change GCSE courses after
this date.
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HOW TO SUPPORT YOUR CHILD
Dear Parents/Carers,

In today’s highly competitive job market, employers want to
see good grades far more than a particular combination of
subjects. Choice of subjects at A-Level and Level 3 Technical
Awards is far more important for particular career paths, than
at GCSE, therefore thinking beyond the GCSE is important
(See Page 6 for more information).

The range of subjects and pathways on offer can be
confusing. Add to that, the new 9 - 1 GCSEs and D* - P
Technical Awards in the vast majority of subjects and how they
will now be graded, (see Page 12 & 49) and the whole process
of choosing Key Stage 4 options appears daunting.

We have carefully studied all the data available on your son/
daughter, from their Key Stage 2 levels to the most recent
Year 8 Key Assessment and tri-weekly data, and have used
this to make our pathway recommendation. You will receive a
a copy of the personalised Options Form by Friday 26th
February. A blank copy of the form will be available via your
son /daughters Showbie group.

We offer two options pathways at Blenheim, the Open and
Baccalaureate (see Page 11). The single most important factor
is for your son/daughter to choose those subjects to which
they will commit,
and work their
hardest.
This is far more
important than which
pathway they are on,
or whether or not the
subjects they have
chosen fit into the
pathway we suggest.

Our pathway recommendation is a guideline and we are happy
to have a conversation if you or your son/daughter feel they
would be more successful on a different pathway.
We hope the information, advice and guidance presented in
this brochure is helpful in making your decisions.
Yours faithfully,
Mr. M.Everest
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Assistant Headteacher Curriculum
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CAREER PATHWAY QUIZ
WHAT ARE YOUR STRENGTHS?
Communication
Skills

Work
Ethic

Planning
Skills

Analysing
Information

Team
Work

Problem Solving
Skills

WHAT TYPE OF PERSON ARE YOU?
Realistic =
DOERS

Investigative =
THINKERS

Artistic =
CREATORS

Social =
HELPERS

Enterprisers =
PERSUADERS

Conventional =
ORGANISER

Likes
working with
hands, likes
to fix things...

Likes to analyse
data and solve
problems...

Enjoys
making
things or
performing...

Likes to work with
other people,
enjoys caring for
others....

Likes to start
projects and
make decisions...

Enjoys structured
jobs, working with
numbers and following
instructions...

Engineer,
Carpenter,
Fire Fighter,
Pilot, etc.

Chemist,
Engineer, Vet,
Pharmacist, etc.

Actor,
Dancer,
Designer,
Writer, etc.

Nurse, Carer,
Therapist,
Teacher, etc.

Lawyer, Judge,
Sales Consultant,
Estate Agent, etc.

Personal Assistant,
Accountant,
Secretary, etc.

WANT TO KNOW MORE? VISIT THE NATIONAL CAREERS SERVICE "OR SACU
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POST 16 PROGRESSION
The Law states that all young people are required to
continue in education or training until they are 18 years old.

• Full-time study in school, college or with a training
provider

Additionally, all students will continue to study GCSE
English Language and Mathematics until they achieve a
grade ‘4’ (standard pass) or higher in the new GCSEs.

• An Apprenticeship, traineeship or Technical Award
• Full time work or volunteering of 20 hours or more per
week which MUST BE combined with part-time education
or training

This does not necessarily mean staying in school; there are
a variety of pathways that can be followed after Year 11
(Post 16), these are:

We want to encourage
your child to
participate because of
the benefits it will bring
– this is the reason
why the vast majority
of 16 and 17 year-olds
already choose to
continue in education
or training. Further
information about the
choices Post 16 are
shown on Page 9 or
students can make an
appointment to and arrange to see our Careers Advisor, Mrs
Eke. eke@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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PROGRESSION ROUTES
Helpful Websites
https://icould.com
https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk
https://www.lmiforall.org.uk
https://www.startprofile.com
www.careersadviceinsurrey.co.uk/contact/
www.gov.co.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://amazingapprenticeships.com
https://successatschool.org/careerzones
www.ucas.com
www.eclips-online.co.uk
(password naisKo93)
or make an appointment to see Mrs Eke, our
Careers Advisor at Blenheim High School by
emailing
eke@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
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BLENHEIM SIXTH FORM
Contact Mr Duﬀy Head Of Sixth Form :
Duﬀy@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
As the academic achievements of the lower school improves,
the sixth form couples this with some outstanding
achievements.
Students are increasingly leaving Blenheim Sixth Form with
some outstanding grades. Over 40% of students are leaving
with at least ABB. ABB is often regarded as the benchmark
grade requirements for the best universities in the country, the
Russell Group Universities. In addition, over 20% of students
attain straight A grades in their A levels. In the current year
13, over 85% of students have applied for university. 70% of
these have applied for Russell Group universities and 10%
applied to Oxbridge. The academic potential of a student that
goes to Blenheim Sixth form is every improving.
Blenheim Sixth form oﬀers 28 diﬀerent courses. This provides
students with an opportunity to choose the subjects that they
really want to do and produce their own personalised
curriculum.

Since 2020, the enrichment package has developed immensely.
Students are involved in half term house activities. Students
have online virtual courses, guest speakers and a number of
lectures and seminars that they can choose to attend. The Sixth
form also provides achievement and ATL clinics to ensure that
students develop academic habits and are challenged to
achieve their potential.
The Student leadership team meet with the Headteacher and
Head of Sixth form fortnightly to discuss student concerns and
suggestions. Students regularly meet as a student council to
ensure that the sixth form is developed and improved to the
needs and wants of the student body.
As the reputation of the sixth form grows, it becomes
increasingly competitive. In 2020-2021, there have been over
200 applications for only 140 places. All students must achieve
the minimum grade requirements of a pass in English and Maths
and at least three other GCSE passes. In addition, most
students will need to achieve a grade 6 in the subjects that they
want to study at A level.
Blenheim Sixth form is developing rapidly in to a Sixth Form that
challenges student achievement but nourishes their
development and opportunities.
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CURRICULUM PATHWAYS KEY DATES & DEADLINES
Open Pathway

Friday 5th February 2021
KS4 Options Brochure published via the school website and
Showbie

You will follow the core (compulsory) curriculum of Mathematics,
English Language, English Literature and Combined Science;
taking exams in each of these subjects. In addition, you will
choose one further subject from the extended core,
Geography, History, French or Spanish, (compulsory for all
students) and three further options of free choice from all
the options presented.

Friday 26th February
Options Forms with recommended pathways shared with
students and parents.
Thursday 4th March
Options Evening Presentation video from Mr Everest and
subject videos go live at 4:00pm via the website and Showbie

Baccalaureate Pathway
This is a more academic pathway, with the same core
curriculum as the Open Pathway, however, two options are
selected from - Humanities, (History or Geography) and
Modern Foreign Languages (French or Spanish). Two
further options of free choice from all the options presented
completes the Baccalaureate pathway.

Friday 19th March
Options Forms submitted by Friday 19th March. This will be
either via Form Tutors or Showbie depending on students
returning to school.
It must be signed by both student and parent/carer(s)
April & May

Both the Open and Baccalaureate Pathways provide a good
foundation for A-Level study, Apprenticeships, school leaver
programmes or employment with training. Further guidance
about degree courses can be found here:

Blocking of options, discussions with individual students
and parents about any clashes or option changes, where
necessary.
June & July

Informed Choices

Options confirmed to parents and students by letter.
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CURRICULUM TIME
How are 60 lessons allocated every 2 weeks to each subject in KS4?

Science

Life skills and Well Being
3 Lessons

3 Lessons Biology, 3 Lessons Chemistry, 3 Lessons Physics

Mathematics
10 Lessons

Core PE

English Language and Literature

4 Lessons

10 Lessons
Options Choice 1

Option Choice 2

6 Lessons

6 Lessons

Option Choice 3

Option Choice 4

6 Lessons

6 Lessons
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GET READY TO GO
Compulsory Core Subjects
(English Language, English
Literature, Mathematics, Combined
Science)
Your 4 GCSE/Technical choices
(equating to 4 GCSEs and including
the extended core subjects)
either Open Pathway or Baccalaureate Pathway

2 reserve subjects completes your
chosen pathway
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OPEN PATHWAY

BACCALAUREATE PATHWAY

Core Subjects
Mathematics
English Language
English Literature
Combined Science

Core Subjects
Mathematics
English Language
English Literature
Combined Science

Extended Core Subjects

Extended Core Subjects

Students must select ONE of the
following subjects (compulsory for
all students):

Students must select TWO
options:
ONE from
Humanities: History or Geography

French
Spanish
Geography
History

and ONE from
Languages: French or Spanish

2 Options from
Any KS4 subject (from p25 onwards)

3 Options from
Any KS4 subject (from p25 onwards)

Choose 2 reserve subjects

Choose 2 reserve subjects
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New GCSE Information and Grading
From September 2015, the new 9 - 1 GCSEs in English and
Mathematics were taught for the first time. Since September
2017 all GCSE subjects had been reformed. The courses
have been redesigned with the expectation that the content will
be more challenging and will build upon the basics of the
subject learnt through the Year 7 and 8 curriculum.

GRADING STRUCTURE FROM 2017 ONWARDS

Old grading structure

The new GCSEs are assessed by examinations at the end of
the three years and a grading
system from U to 9 is applied
(see diagram opposite).
Students will receive a number
grading for their GCSE
subjects.
For the grading structure of
Technical Awards, please see
page 49.
Further information regarding
the GCSE courses will be
available at subject specific
stands during the KS4 virtual
Options Information Evening on
Thursday 4th March 2021.
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THE CORE SUBJECTS
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SUCCESS IN KEY STAGE 4
The National Curriculum stipulates that all KS4 students
study five core GCSE subjects, English Literature, English
Language, Mathematics and Combined Science (a double
award resulting in two GCSEs).

HOMEWORK
Homework for core subjects
is set a minimum of once
every week to consolidate the
learning that occurs in the
classroom and provides an
opportunity for students to
develop their reading, writing,
research and analytical skills.
One further hour of
homework is set per option
subject, per week.

KS4 students at Blenheim will also engage in a programme
of core Physical Education and Life Skills and Well Being.

HOW PARENTS CAN HELP
• Encourage your child to have all the equipment they require,
especially their iPad, fully charged each morning.
• Talk about the subjects that they are studying at GCSE.
• Encourage your child to spend quality time completing
homework assignments.
• Ask to see the homework they are producing.
• Encourage reading at home of both fiction and non-fiction
texts, or materials relating to their GCSE course.
• Explore opportunities to experience film, documentaries,
theatre visits or trips to the library in relation to the subjects
your child is studying.
• Ensure adequate revision is taking place in preparation for
written examinations.

• Keep up to date with controlled
assessment dates and deadlines

• Regularly check Show My
Homework to support your child’s completion of tasks set.
https://blenheimhigh.showmyhomework.co.uk

Basic Equipment
Clear pencil case x 1, Whiteboard pen x 1,Whiteboard x1, Black biro x 2, Green biro x 2, Sharp HB pencil x 2, Pencil sharpener x 1, Pencil
eraser x 1, Glue stick x 1, Highlighter pen x 2, Ruler x 1, Protractor x 1, Scientific Calculator x 1, Pair of compasses x 1, iPad x 1.
Please note that correction fluids such as Tipp-Ex and permanent markers such as Sharpies are banned from school
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ENGLISH
LANGUAGE

Assessment
Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing. (50%)
Written examination 1 hour 45 minutes.

Subject contact Miss C. Green
Green@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
All students will have to study English GCSE until they
achieve a ‘4’ grade, up to the age of 18 in response to
the raising of the participation age (see Page 6).

Section A: You will read a literature fiction text in order to
consider how established writers use narrative and descriptive
techniques to capture the interest of readers.
‘I enjoy the
amazing range of
help, support and
resources, especially
the walking talking
mock.’

Section B: You will write your own creative
text, inspired by the topic that you have
responded to in Section A to demonstrate your
narrative and descriptive skills in response to a
written prompt, scenario or visual image.

English Language is an exciting and expansive
course which allows you to
write imaginatively,
Paper 2: Writers’ viewpoints and
demonstrating your
perspectives (50%) Written examination
narrative and descriptive
Daniel - Year 10
1 hour 45 minutes.
skills. You will study
composition, story openings,
Section A: You will read two, linked, non-fiction sources from
endings and a number of narrative
different time periods and genres in order to consider how each
styles. You will evaluate your own
presents a perspective or viewpoint to influence the reader. The
written expression and how it links
texts will include refined journalism, articles, reports, essays,
to purpose, audience and text type.
travel writing, accounts, letters, diaries, autobiographical or
biographical passages. Looking at these different styles at home
The course focuses on a range of
will benefit you.
imaginative tasks where you will
engage with creative texts and then
create your own written response
demonstrating narrative and
descriptive skills.

Section B: You will produce a written text to a specified
audience, purpose and form, in which you will give your own
perspective on the theme that has been introduced in section A.
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ENGLISH
LITERATURE

We look forward to taking you on a literary journey sampling
some of the best writers in the English language including
Shakespeare, an array of poets and Victorian and
contemporary novelists.

Subject contact Miss C. Green
Green@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

All assessments are closed book and thus require you to fully
engage with and learn quotations in order to respond
meaningfully to tasks.

A well regarded academic qualification, the study of English
Literature opens our minds to new ways of thinking. This
course will give you access to the work of contemporary and
heritage poets, novelists, modern dramatists and
the works of Shakespeare. This course will
provide you with a rich and varied range of
literature which will challenge and entertain.

Assessment
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel.
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes (40%)
You will be required to write in detail about an
extract from your exam text and then link it to the
text as a whole.

‘English Literature is interesting
because instead of just reading
through texts, you get to delve into
deeper meanings behind the text and
really get into different books/pieces of
writing - there’s something for
everyone‘

A good
GCSE in
English
Literature
is an
attractive
attribute
- Lucie, Year 11 student
for any
employer.
If you are wishing to
pursue an academic career, then this course will provide you
with the range of analytical and communication skills
necessary for success.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry.
Written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes (60%)
Section A: You will answer one essay question
from a choice of two on a studied modern prose or
drama text.
Section B: You will answer one comparative
question on a named poem, and one other poem
in an AQA Poetry Anthology.
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Section C: Finally you will answer two questions comparing
two pieces of unseen poetry.
Speaking and Listening Certificate
The aim of the assessment is to allow you to demonstrate your
speaking and listening skills by giving a presentation in a formal
context, responding appropriately to questions and to feedback,
asking questions yourself to elicit clarification and using spoken
Standard English.
You will obtain a pass, merit or distinction; this qualification will
be perceived by employers and higher education as a measure
of your ability to engage
in discussion – a key
‘I liked performing the speaking
and listening assessment because element of the workplace
it helped expand my knowledge of and the educational
the Shakespeare text and gave environment.
me a chance to express my
opinions to an audience’

Bedrock Vocabulary is a computer programme which enables
students to increase their vocabulary while also encouraging
reading for meaning.
Students will be given the opportunity to complete a series of
English games that are dedicated to teaching new words that
students may use in their writing across the curriculum.
The skills you will develop will support all your chosen
GCSE options in KS4:

- Year 12 Student
• To express yourself powerfully and imaginatively;
• To engage critically with a range of texts;
• Use reading skills to develop your written work;
• To explore plays, poetry and prose;
• Work collaboratively using iPad technology, presenting
skills, drafting and planning skills;
• Select and adapt writing for different purposes or audiences.
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MATHEMATICS GCSE

Assessment
You will follow the Edexcel
GCSE Mathematics course.

Subject contact Ms S Harper
Harper@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The course is examined at the end of Year 11, as written
examinations (100%).

Mathematics GCSE will allow you to have a level of
confidence and fluency to support the rest of your learning
lives. There is a strong emphasis on problem solving and
the application of mathematics.

There are three papers, all 1 hour 30 minutes in length, and are
equally weighted. One paper is a non-calculator paper, in the
remaining two papers, calculators are permitted. All three
papers can examine any content.

In order to be successful, you will have to demonstrate that
you can select and use the
appropriate mathematical
methods needed in a range
of situations. There is a great
emphasis on mathematical
reasoning throughout the
course.

Tiers of entry for the final exam are Foundation (Grades U to 5)
and Higher (Grades 3 to 9). Students will be placed in the tier
most appropriate to their ability based on their performance in
their most recent Key Assessments, but this will be reviewed
throughout the course.

All Students are expected to have a scientific
calculator (Casio calculator FX-85GTX Classwiz)
for use in lessons and in the examinations.

Developing good knowledge
and understanding of
Mathematics at GCSE level will help in your further
educational studies, apprenticeship programmes or in
securing employment.

Extra Curricular Activities
Students can get involved in the UKMT Maths Challenge at
senior, intermediate and junior levels.

All students will need to display a strong mathematical ability
to support A-Level subjects such as; Biology, Chemistry,
Physics, Computer Science, Economics and Psychology.
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COMBINED SCIENCE
GCSE

All Students in KS4 at Blenheim study Biology, Chemistry and
Physics as part of the AQA Combined Science syllabus,
which is a double award and results in two GCSEs.

(2 QUALIFICATIONS)

Assessment

Subject contact: Miss G. DeLanerolle
Delanerolle@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

100% written examinations equally weighted between Biology,
Chemistry and Physics:
2 x 1 hour 15 minute papers in Biology
2 x 1 hour 15 minute papers in Chemistry
2 x 1 hour 15 minute papers in Physics

Science helps us to understand the world in which we live and
how we can make it a better place. It helps us to find answers
to questions such as, ‘why is the grass green?’ or ‘can you get
sunburn through a glass window?’ Science encourages us to
recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a
sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena.
With everything around us constantly changing, future
generations will need to understand science to be able to
make important decisions for the good of the planet.
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The course content in Combined Science provides you with
the understanding and knowledge of Biology, Chemistry and
Physics that is relevant to your everyday life.

BIOLOGY
Cell Biology
Organs Systems
Disease and drug development
Photosynthesis
Respiration
Systems of the human body
Ecosystems
Variation and Evolution

During the course, Combined Science builds upon your
knowledge and understanding from KS3 to develop your
questioning, analytical and evaluative skills beyond the core
practical skills.

PHYSICS
Forces and motion
Energy
Electricity
Particle model of matter
Atomic structure
Waves and light
Magnetism & Electromagnetism

CHEMISTRY
Fundamentals of atoms and the periodic tables
Structure and bonding
Calculations in chemistry
Chemical reactions
Hydrocarbons and organic chemistry
Chemical analysis
Chemistry of the atmosphere
Chemistry, and the resources we use
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The course has a strong mathematical
element (20%) built into all three
disciplines. You will also focus on
developing practical experimental skills and
the application of these skills to exam
questions.

Section 5

CORE
PE
Core PE
‘Core PE is a lot of fun
as we get to take part in
sports that we may not
have experienced
before. I have really
enjoyed volleyball this
year and hope we do it
again in Year 11.’

Subject contact: Mr. P. Hughes
Hughes@blenheim.surey.sch.uk
PE is a big part of KS4 because every student takes part in
regular Core PE lessons. This allows you to keep active and
continue taking part in a variety of
practical sporting activities.

Year 10 student

In KS4 you will take part in
•Practical Sports
•Fitness
•Coaching
•Summer Sports
•Social Dance
In addition you can
choose to take GCSE
PE and GCSE Dance
or the NCFE in Health
& Fitness as an
Option subject.

‘I have thoroughly enjoyed
the fitness lessons in Core PE
as I feel it is preparing me for
being healthy in later life’.
Year 11 student
21

Section 6

LIFE SKILLSPSHCE
AND WELL BEING
Subject contact: Mr. S Bridge
Bridge@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
Life Skills & Well being (PSHE, Citizenship, Careers and
Enterprise) is delivered once a week by a team of staff.
Life Skills & Well being is part of a whole school approach to
develop the qualities and attributes pupils need to thrive as
individuals, family members and members of society.
Life skills and Well Being is a statutory curriculum requirement
delivered throughout Year 7 to Year 13.
The programme aims to develop
• Responsible members of local and global communities
• Intelligent, informed and creative contributors to our national
economy
• Informed, effective adults, able to manage domestic and
financial affairs
• Physically, emotionally and spiritually healthy individuals.
Any external talks or events will aim to be delivered in this
lesson time to reduce the impact on curriculum/examinations
lessons.
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Content
Life Skills and Well being SIX CORE THEMES
Theme 1: Rights Responsibilities & British Values
Theme 2: Celebrating Diversity & Equality
Theme 3: Relationships & Sex Education
Theme 4: Staying Safe Online & Offline
Theme 5: Health & Wellbeing
Theme 6: Life Beyond School

KEY STAGE 4 GCSE OPTIONS
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OPTIONS WE OFFER

Alternatively you can contact staff directly via the email
addresses presented in this booklet.

Through the following section of the options booklet you will
find an introduction to all the subjects you can study at
Blenheim, as GCSEs or Technical Awards. These are all
reformed courses and are graded 9 -1 or Distinction* - Pass.
There are some restrictions with certain course combinations
(see table right).Red circles indicate non viable combinations.
During the Options Evening video, Mr Everest will explain why
the courses presented in the table that can not be studied
together.
We have developed a wide range of KS4 courses, to provide
you with a broad range of examination approaches.
Prior to the Options Evening, please review the course
contents, controlled assessments and formal examinations for
each subject so that you are clear about the number of
examinations you will sit in the Summer of 2024.

If you are considering choosing two Technology Options or
Technology combined with Art, make sure you speak with the
subject teachers regarding the volume of work involved. All
Technology and Art and Design courses have a substantial
coursework and practical element.

There will be the opportunity on Thursday 4th March, to view
videos from Heads of Department and subject staff with
frequently asked questions and common misconceptions
surrounding subjects addressed.
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ART (FINE ART) GCSE
Every student will have
at least 45 minutes of
homework each week.

Subject Code: Ar
Subject contact: Mr. A. Basic
basic@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
GCSE Art and Design is a practical and creative subject,
essential for those who wish to progress to art school or work
in the visual arts industry.
Future pathways might include fine art, illustration, animation,
film, fashion, textiles, photography, graphic design,
architecture, interior design, website design, printmaking and
product design, to name a selection.

Some examples of
students’ GCSE
homework are
shown here.

GCSE Art and Design has the potential to open many doors
and provide learners with a
broad range of transferrable
skills.

‘The teachers guide
you to use your best
ideas to show your skills
at their highest level’

Homework must be
completed to high
standard as it becomes
part of your final
coursework portfolio.

- Year 11 student
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Here are just some of the skills you will develop whilst
completing your GCSE Art qualification:
• Recording experiences and ideas, through drawing,
photography, writing etc.
• Selecting and organising visual images and objects.
• Carrying out in-depth research in different ways.
• Analysing, discussing and evaluating artifacts.
• Exploring ideas through new media practices (e.g. ICT).
• Reviewing, refining and modifying work.
• Planning and developing ideas.
• Using a wide range of techniques, both 2D and 3D.
• Independent learning.
• Time management.
Our exam board is AQA. For more detailed information on
the course, click here: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/artand-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206

‘Art & Design GCSE is
really challenging. I have
learned lots of new skills
and get to use my
imagination’

Assessment
Students will complete 2 Units of work during the course.
Unit 1: Portfolio of Work - 60% of the total "mark.

- Year 10 student

Unit 2: Externally Set Task - 40% of the total mark. Set by
AQA. Students respond "to their chosen theme from the exam
paper.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
GCSE
Course Content

Subject Code: Bs
Subject contact: Mr. A. Jones
Jones@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
GCSE Business is an up-to-date and engaging qualification that
is relevant to the world of business today. The course will equip
students with the skills and confidence to explore how different
business situations affect business decisions.
Throughout the course students will apply their
learning to real life business scenarios,
providing them with a unique insight to the
workings of business, both locally and globally.
Students will study key business areas such as
enterprise, business planning marketing,
finance and human resources, developing an
understanding that all of the areas need to be
addressed in order for a business to succeed.
Assessment
Assessment consists of 2 externally assessed exams,
both 90 minutes long and each worth 50% of the total
GCSE grade;
Business 1: Business Activity, Marketing and People.
Business 2: Operations, Finance and Influences on Business.
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• Business 1 introduces students to business concepts and
the issues concerning the activities of a business. It explores
the role and purpose of business from first spotting an
enterprising opportunity through to the growth of an
established business. It explores in detail the role of
marketing and people in helping achieve this.
• Business 2 enables students to take a closer look at the role
of operations and finance and introduces learners to
external influences on business. It explores the importance
of these influences and how business change in response to
them.

Business Studies students should.....
•"
Have an interest in the world around them and the impact
that businesses have on our everyday lives.
•"
Follow business stories in the news.
•"
Discuss business issues with friends and family.
•" Ensure all classwork and homework is
completed to the best of their ability, taking
pride in their work.

COMPUTER SCIENCE

It is important to note that the mathematical content in this
course is very high therefore it is not recommended for
students unless they are targeted a grade 5 at the end of year
8 in Science and targeted a minimum GCSE grade 6 in Maths
at the end of KS4

Subject Code: Cp

Subject contact: Miss D. Lynahping
Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Assessment
Computer Systems - (50%)
1 hour 30 minutes written examination

If you are interested in the GCSE Computer Science course
you must have the agreement of the ICT Department
before choosing it as an option subject. This course is
excellent preparation if you want to study Computer Science
at A-level or work in areas that rely on the skills you will
develop, especially where they are applied to technical
problems. These areas include engineering, financial and
resources management, science and medicine.

Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
(50%)
1 hour 30 minute written examination

Studying Computer Science GCSE gives you an opportunity
to investigate how computers work, how they are used, and to
develop computer programming and problem solving.
The computer Science GCSE course follows the OCR
syllabus which covers a wide range of issues including
hardware and software, programming networks and data.

‘I am enjoying the
GCSE Computer Science
course so far and I have
learnt a lot about
hardware and software.’

Topics you will study include: Problem solving (using
algorithms), Programming (developing code), and Data
(understanding how different types of data are represented in
a computer).

- Current Year 10 student
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DANCE GCSE

Assessment

Subject Code: Dn

The course is heavily weighted on your physical dance ability
with 60% graded through practical performance. 40% of the
course is externally assessed through a written exam
displaying your skills to critically analyse Dance.

Subject contact: Miss E Le Prevost
LePrevost@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
The AQA GCSE Dance course, will enable you to develop
knowledge and understanding of Dance. You will learn mainly
through contemporary dance technique, studying performance
skills, choreography skills and analytical skills in relation to six
professional dance works and your own choreography.

You will be required to perform alone, as a duet or trio and in
groups, therefore, out of lesson rehearsals and training
are imperative to the course.
You will be continuously assessed throughout the course with
a final assessment at the end of Year 11. All practical material
is filmed and sent off to to an AQA moderator.

You will be expected to perform in the Annual Dance show
and attend out of school performances as part of the course.

In Dance GCSE you get
to learn all aspects of
dance and not just
performance. In particular
I like learning the
professional works as
there is so much meaning
behind them.
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DESIGN TECHNOLOGY
GCSE

Parallel to theory and research,
you will complete a substantial
practical task focusing on the key
skills:

Subject Code: Dt
Subject contact: Ms M Hambleton
Hambleton@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

• Investigating
• Designing
• Making
• Analysis and Evaluation
• Independent learning
• Time management
Our exam board is AQA. For
more detailed information on the course, click here:
http://www.aqa.org.uk/designandtechnology

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare you to participate
confidently and successfully in an increasingly technological
world. You will gain awareness and learn from wider
influences on Design and Technology including historical,
social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. During
the course you will get the opportunity to work creatively when
designing, making and applying technical and practical
expertise.

Assessment

This GCSE will allow you to study
core technical and designing and
making principles, including a
broad range of design processes,
materials, techniques and
equipment. You will also have the
opportunity to study specialist
technical principles in greater
depth.

2 hour written examination - 50%
Coursework Project – 50%
(15% practical outcome, 35% Folder)
You can choose to focus on one material area
or use a combination, e.g. wood, or wood with
a smart material or foam board & acrylic
The GCSE coursework project will
encompass approx. 35 hours work, based on
one of three contexts released by the exam
board in June each year.
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Section 6

DRAMA
GCSE
Drama GCSE

#
Assessment

Subject Code: Dr

10% of the GCSE is assessed in the
form of a practical exam. You will
devise your own performance based
on a selected stimulus.

Subject contact: Ms J Bowden
Bowden@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Drama is the most universal tool of storytelling and
communication. In every culture and society, dramatic
expression has been prevalent. The GCSE Drama course will
enable you to gain a clear understanding of a range of
dramatic and theatrical styles. You will be expected to
rehearse regularly, participate in workshops and attend
professional theatre visits.

30% is assessed in the form of a 2500
word devising log.
20% is assessed in the form of a
scripted practical examination.
The remaining 40% of the
GCSE is a written examination.

You will focus on various dramatic
concerns including points of view and
perspective. You will apply a range of
dramatic skills, styles and techniques
to create your own imaginative and
creative theatre.

‘Drama is my favourite
subject. I love being creative
and the lessons are teaching
me to be focussed and
disciplined. I have already
seen ‘The Woman In Black’
this term and it was brilliant!’
Caitlin - Year 10 student
“Drama offers you the
opportunity to develop both self
and group awareness, problem
solving and social skills that are
transferable to many careers”

Drama GCSE follows the AQA syllabus
and is split into three different
components of study and assessment;
Understanding drama, Devising
drama and Texts in practice.
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FOOD PREPARATION &
NUTRITION GCSE

Assessment
There will be a 1 hour 45 minute written examination (worth
50%) which will assess your knowledge of the theory behind
food preparation and nutrition.

Subject Code: Tf
Subject contact: Miss J. Glister
Glister@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

The remaining (50%) of the assessment will include written
and practical assessments. It will consist of two tasks, giving
you the opportunity to demonstrate your knowledge and
understanding of ingredients and food preparation.

Food Preparation and Nutrition is a practical GCSE subject
which introduces key cooking skills including deboning a
chicken, filleting a fish, bread making, sauce making,
knowledge of nutrition, ingredients, and developing new recipe
ideas. You are also required to use skills in planning, higher
level practical skills, finishing
techniques, and evaluating.

NEA 1 Food Investigation Task 15% of final grade.
Task An investigation into the food scientific principles that
underpin the preparation and cooking of food. Set by the exam
board.

The Course

NEA 2 Food Preparation Task 35% of final grade.

You will learn a variety of practical
cooking skills using a vast selection
of ingredients and equipment. You
will study a series of modules
covering Food Nutrition & Health,
Food Science, Food Safety, Food
Choice and Food Provenance.

Task Preparing a 3/4 course menu in 3 hours to a brief issued
by the exam board. This task will provide you with an
opportunity to show off a range of higher level skills under a
timed
deadline.

During the course you will produce
two pieces of coursework with
elements of research, design,
production and evaluation.
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ART AND DESIGN
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION
GCSE
Subject Code: Tg
Subject contact: Ms. T. Dee
Dee@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Knowledge and Understanding
The ways in which meanings, ideas and intentions relevant to
graphic communication can be communicated include the use
of;
different forms of representation, brand identity, intended
message, target audience and working within parameters
determined by client and/or audience expectations and
requirements

Graphic communication is defined as the process of
designing primarily visual material to convey information,
ideas, meaning and emotions in response to a given or selfdefined brief.

visual and tactile elements, such as:
• colour • line • form • tone • texture • shape • pattern
• composition • stylisation • simplification • scale • structure.

Course content
You will be required to work in one or more area(s) of graphic
communication, such as those listed below:
• communication graphics • design for print
• advertising and branding • illustration • package design
• typography • multi-media • motion graphics
• interactive design (including web, app and game)• signage
• exhibition graphics

33

Skills
Within the context of graphic communication, you must
demonstrate the ability to:
Use appropriate graphic communication techniques and
processes for example:
• typography • illustration • digital and/or non-digital
photography • hand rendered working methods • digital
working methods
You will demonstrate use of media and materials, as for
example:
• pencil . pen . ink . crayon . other graphic media • water
colour . gouache and acrylic paint • layout materials •
digital media • printmaking mixed media.

Component 1: Portfolio 60%
You will develop a coursework portfolio that shows clear
coverage of the four assessment objectives above. It must
include a sustained project evidencing the journey from an
initial idea, to the realisation of intentions and a selection of
work samples. The portfolio will include an outcome such as
an image, artifact or product.

Assessment objectives
1. Develop your ideas through investigations, demonstrating
critical understanding of sources.
2: Refine your work by exploring ideas, selecting and
experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques
and processes.

Component 2: (externally set assignment) 40%
You will choose a starting point from an externally set task and
provide a coursework assignment showing coverage of all four
assessment objectives. You will be allowed 10 hours of
supervised class time following a period of initial preparation.

3: Record your ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions as work progresses.
4: Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual
language.
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GEOGRAPHY GCSE
Subject Code: Gg
Subject contact: Ms S Mooneegan
Mooneegan@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
Geography GCSE follows the AQA syllabus.
In studying Geography GCSE, you will develop your
understanding of the processes that shape our world.
Through studying physical and human geography, you will
develop a clear view of the changing shape of the landscape
and how people interact with their environment.

‘It is interesting to learn about the formations of landscapes.
I particularly enjoy learning about natural disasters and the
effect these can have on people in other parts of the world’.
- Year 11 student

The key physical geography themes you will study are: The
Challenge of Natural Hazards, Physical Landscapes in the UK
and The Living World.
The key human geography themes you will explore are: Urban
Issues and Challenges, The Changing Economic World and The
Challenge of Resource
Management.
Assessment
This course is assessed
by three written
examinations at the end of
Year 11:
Physical Geography Paper
90 minutes (35%)
Human Geography Paper
90 minutes (35%)
Fieldwork skills & techniques
60 minutes (30%).

‘I enjoy GCSE Geography
because it’s relevant and you
can learn about the world
around you. It also helps me
with my other subjects,
Business and Science’.
- Year 10 student

There are many career
opportunities open to students
studying Geography such as surveying, teaching, law,
architecture, outdoor pursuits and environmental science.
Universities recognise A-Level Geography as one of the key
facilitating subjects for entry to degree level study. Geography
graduates have highly valued transferrable skills, equipping them
for a range of careers.
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HISTORY GCSE

The ‘British Depth Study’ will focus on Early Elizabethan
England, from the challenges Elizabeth faced as a new queen
both at home and abroad to what it was like to live in
Elizabethan England.

Subject Code: Hi
Subject contact: Mrs. K. Kirkham
Kirkham@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
This History GCSE course follows the Edexcel syllabus.
Studying history at GCSE encourages you to show your
understanding of events in the past; being able to explain their
causes, their impact and their importance. You will gain a good
insight into history spanning from medieval times through to
the end of the twentieth century; as well as covering a mix of
British, European and world history. The course is examined
through three separate written examinations.
The ‘British Thematic study’ focuses on the change in
Medicine Through Time, ranging from the use of medicine in
medieval England, and
attempts to treat the Black
Death, right through to the
modern era and the impact of
the NHS. You will also
specifically look at injuries and
treatment on the Western Front
during World War One.

‘History is a very enjoyable GCSE! It’s
very important and interesting to learn
about all the different areas of the past my favourite has been learning about
Weimar and Nazi Germany’.
Current Year 11 student

36

In our period study, Super power relations and the Cold
War,you will learn about the rising tension and rivalry between
the USA and the USSR post World War 2.We will explore
theways in which they competed from the Space race to
nuclear weapons and how close they came to war

Assessment
3 written examinations (100%)

In addition to this, you will study ‘Weimar and Nazi Germany
1918-1939 focusing on the problems Germany faced after
WW1 as well as how Hitler came to power. We will also
examine Hitler’s control and dictatorship of Germany during
the 1930s.

Period Study and British Depth Study
Early Elizabethan England 1558-88 and Super power relations
and the Cold War 1941-91 (40%) 1 hour 45 minutes

Thematic Study and the Historic Environment
Medicine in Britain c1000-present (30%) 1 hour 15 minutes

Modern Depth Study
Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39 (30%) 1 hour 20 minutes
With the analytical, writing, debate and detective skills you will
learn on this course, you will be prepared for a huge range
of careers in law, politics, public sector, business, marketing,
journalism, economics, teaching, academia, insurance, social
research, archaeology and curation (museums, galleries,
archives and libraries).

‘History is a great subject! It encourages
higher level thinking and really opens doors.
You will learn about different groups and ways
of life as well as looking at different points of
view you may not have considered.’
Katie - Year 11 student

People who study history are fearless explorers of the past.
They investigate past politics, societies, cultures, languages,
health, art, education, money, conflicts and more. You will
learn to look at how things have developed over time and
connect the dots to understand how we got to where we are
today.
Martin Luther King Jnr. once said ‘We are not makers of
history, we are made by history’
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES
FRENCH GCSE & SPANISH GCSE
Subject Code: Fr

Subject Code: Sp
Spanish Contact: Mr C Diffley
Diffley@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

French contact: Mrs N. Anderson
Anderson@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

‘I recommend taking Spanish GCSE as it
opens up new opportunities for the future
and could take you to brand new places. It
may seem hard at first, but you are
surrounded by support from the helpful
staff.’ Pienso que es muy divertido!

‘I really enjoy learning about new
cultures, lifestyles and languages and with
French GCSE I get to do that. It’s really
interesting and I enjoy being challenged’.
- Year 10 student

- Year 11 Student

It is true, the ability to speak another language really does
stand you out from the crowd! In today's multicultural world in
which there are even more opportunities for travel, work and
recreation abroad, the ability to confidently speak, write and
read in different languages is a distinct advantage.
Following the recent big events in politics, most employers,
particularly those based in Europe, place great importance on
their employees not only being able to speak a foreign
language, but also showing the advanced communication
skills necessary to gain a GCSE in a foreign language. It is
also well recognised that the earning potential for those who
have mastered another language is much greater, let alone
the huge benefits it brings in connecting with other cultures
throughout the world.

With the Government’s introduction of the English
Baccalaureate accreditation, the importance for language
learning has been put back on the map. Students who gain a
GCSE grade 4-9 in a language will be looked upon favorably
by colleges and universities when applying for Further
Education.
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To study a Modern Foreign Language for GCSE you should
regularly be achieving 60% or higher in Key Assessments,
and have a good understanding of the grammar and tenses
covered at KS3. You will need to be enthusiastic about
language learning and be organised, hardworking and
dedicated.

Course Content
French and Spanish GCSEs follow the AQA syllabus. The
programme of study covers three themes with four topics in
each.

Assessment
GCSEs French and Spanish are assessed in the following
skills: You will be entered for the examinations at either
foundation or higher tier levels for all four disciplines.

Theme 1: Identity and culture
•
•
•
•

Me, my family and friends.
Technology in everyday life.
Free-time activities.
Customs and festivals county
wide and within communities.

Listening (25%)
Speaking (25%)
Reading (25%)

Theme 2: Local, national, international
and global areas of interest

Writing (25%)

• Home, town, neighbourhood and
region.
• Social issues.
• Global issues.
• Travel and tourism.
Theme 3: Current and future study
and employment
• My studies.
• Life at school/college.
• Education Post-16.
• Jobs, career choices
and ambitions.
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‘I chose French as an
option for GCSE because
I want to stand out from
other candidates going for
the same job.’
- Year 10 student

MUSIC GCSE

different genres of music and answering questions during a
listening examination.

Subject Code: Mu
Subject contact: Ms N Brown

How students are assessed

Brown@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

‘Music is great at
GCSE, we get to do
loads of performing on
different instruments
and use the iMacs to
compose our own
pieces’.
Dan - Year 10 student

Unit 1:" "
Performances are recorded in school and
moderated by external examiners (30%)

Over the duration of the GCSE,
(EDQUAS )course you will study
pieces of music that cover a
variety of musical styles
including film music, pop
music, world music and
classical music. You will focus
on developing your
performing, composing and
listening skills.

You should be involved in
extra-curricular groups as well as
concerts and music events; instrumental or vocal lessons
are recommended if you choose to study this course.
Instrument lessons are offered by Surrey Arts and Rock
academy.
There are 3 units covered at GCSE:
"

Unit 1:"

"

Performing (solo and ensemble)

"

Unit 2:"

"

Composing (writing music)

Unit 3:"

Listening and appraising: studying

Unit 2:"

"

Composition under controlled conditions (30%)

Unit 3:""
Listening and a written examination of 1½
hours (40%)

This course would be useful if you wish to enter the
Performing Arts or music industry, and is essential if you
wish to continue the study of music at Sixth Form or
University.

‘Music is a great subject to
take at GCSE because you
can listen to a lot of varied
styles of music. I was very
fortunate to use the iMacs to
compose my own music and
work with my peers in a
friendly environment.’
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION
GCSE
Subject Code: Pe

Subject contact: Mrs A Reuter
Reuter@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
GCSE PE is probably the most varied course that can be
taken in KS4 meaning that in every single lesson there is
something new to learn from the wide world of sport, exercise
and health.

GCSE PE has a very strong scientific content. You should be
achieving grades 4+ in your current Key Assessments in
Science if you are considering this course. It is compulsory for
GCSE PE students to be involved in club sports teams or
extra-curricular club.
You will study topics such as;
anatomy, detailing how your
body systems work and how
they are affected by exercise,
and psychology, covering the
effects of motivation, personality,
arousal and aggression on
sports performance.

‘I have found GCSE PE
theory a lot more interesting
than I’d originally thought it
would be and the practical
lessons are all different and fun.’

In studying GCSE PE you will also gain insight into how to
train to improve fitness, the importance of health and nutrition,
the impact of media and technology on sport, and social and
ethical sporting considerations such as spotsmanship and the
use of performance enhancing drugs.

Jess - Year 11 student
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Having such a broad theoretical content means that GCSE PE
is an ideal stepping-stone into a wide range of careers
concerned with Sport, Fitness and Health. This course is ideal
for anyone considering post 16 qualifications in Physical
Education, Human Biology, Psychology, Sports Coaching or
Fitness.

Assessment
60% of your grade is determined by your performance in two
written exams on the theory content.
30% is based on your practical ability across three sporting
activities.

You may or may not be thinking that far ahead but if you have
an interest in sport and exercise and want to know more then
this course is for you.

10% of your grade is determind by your ability to produce a
personal exercise programme which requires analysis and
evaluation of your performance.

GCSE PE has a significant amount of theoretical content but
the course is not wholly assessed by examination
performance as your practical performance in sport also
counts towards your grade.

If you are a good sports performer either inside or outside
school then this could help you to succeed on this course.

‘I have really enjoyed my GCSE
PE lessons as I find the biology
side of the course really
interesting. Some parts of the
course I find easy but there is a lot
of new content to learn which is a
challenge, but, I like that.’
Emily - Year 10 student
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ART & DESIGN-PRODUCT
DESIGN 3D GCSE

You will work with a variety of materials, designing products
for a target market which involves planning, calculating,
researching, testing your practical outcomes and presenting
work to others.

Subject Code: Cr
You will critically assess your own designs and those of your
peers in order to develop skills in analysing and evaluating.

Subject Contact: Ms M Hambleton
Hambleton@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

Homework
A variety of homework pieces are set throughout the
course. Controlled assessments will be completed during
lessons but preparation will be required Homework may relate
to the theoretical elements of Design Technology which will
prepare you for your examination.

This GCSE in Art and Design-Product Design has a specialist
focus in three dimensional design . The focus of the
specification is to nurture an enthusiasm for art, craft and
design and, to develop your critical thinking and practical
skills.

Assessment
Component 1: Internal Assessment (60%)
This is a portfolio of coursework, internally assessed and
externally moderated. You will select, evaluate and present
your work for assessment. Evidence is required of how you
have met each of the assessment objectives.
Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (40%)
A preparatory study to produce a small portfolio of design
work. and a 10 hour period of practical work (under exam
conditions).
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RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY
& ETHICS
Subject Code: Er
Subject contact: Mr. J. Preece
Preece@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
Perhaps more important than ever in an ever changing and
turbulent society, we are pleased to introduce RPE – Religion,
Philosophy and Ethics. This course seeks to look at the belief,
interpretation and practice of Christianity & Islam, whilst also
seeking to develop, enthuse and challenge students on
philosophical and ethical issues/debates within our society
today.
The main strand of the course is its focus on philosophical and
ethical issues that are both equally steeped in history and
tradition whilst also at the forefront of modern debate,
adaption and change. In lessons, you will be encouraged to
develop your own reasons and opinion relating to a variety of
topics, whilst also being given the skills to emphasise and
rationalise the beliefs and views of others. RPE never stands
still as there is always development, movement and
arguments relating to the topics we cover.
Within the philosophical and ethical element to the course, you
will be questioning the status of God in modern society,
challenge core beliefs surrounding good and evil and be given
the opportunity to form your own appreciation of different
beliefs and traditions. We will also challenge perception on
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such emotive topics as
abortion, euthanasia,
capital punishment, terrorism
and sexual orientation to
name a few.

‘It’s not like KS3, there’s
a lot more to it – we discuss
things that matter to me –
I think it’s really important.
Rhiannon - Year 10 Student

The course also focuses on
both Christian and Muslim views in great detail, exploring
different denominations and beliefs within each tradition. You
will understand how each faith’s beliefs affect day to day life
and how these traditional ideas fit in with a modern
interpretation of our society.
We offer specialist
staff who will
encourage you to
reach your potential
whilst also
broadening your
horizons with
enrichment
opportunities
including guest
speakers on various topics and the potential to visit Rome to
further enhance your curiosity surrounding the subject.

RPE will follow the WJEC Eduqas exam board qualification, this
has been well received by current GCSE students based on the
broad and interesting content.

Assessment
The course is assessed by three written examinations at the end
of Year 11

Year 9

Paper 1:

Issues of relationships

Religious, Philosophical and Ethical studies in the Modern World
(2 hours – 50%)

Issues of Life and Death
#

#

#

Year 10 # #

#

#

Paper 2:

Issues of Good and Evil

Study of Christianity (1 hour – 25%)

Islam: Beliefs and teachings
Islam: Practices

Paper 3:

"
Year 11
Christianity: Beliefs and teachings
Christianity: Practices
Issues of human rights

Study of a World Faith – Islam (1 hour – 25%)

‘I’ve really enjoyed
the RPE course. We
have some great
discussions and
debates, it’s
interesting to hear
other people’s
opinions.- Year 10
student
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SOCIOLOGY GCSE
Subject Code: So
Subject contact: Miss F. Thomas
Thomas@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
To understand Social Science is to learn not only the limits of
our lives but also the opportunities open to us for improving
them. Increasing our knowledge of human society is as
important as learning more about mathematics, physics or
chemistry.
Does it interest you why
some crimes like
muggings are punished
more often and more
harshly than fraud, or
why women still get paid
17% less than men?
Have you ever considered whether there are any harmful
effects of ‘celebrity culture’? Have you ever noticed how
ethnic minorities are quite often portrayed negatively in the
media?

You will study the AQA syllabus which includes the following areas:
Family, Education, Crime and Deviance, Social Stratification
and Research Methods. In Sociology lessons you will learn how to
put together and pull apart persuasive arguments.
The study of Sociology combines well with many subjects but
especially English, Geography, History, Business Studies and
Biology. A Sociology GCSE can also provide a good foundation to
studying Sociology, Psychology, Politics or Health & Social Care in
the Sixth Form.
‘GCSE Sociology was very interesting and
interactive. It has allowed me to become more
open minded when discussing everyday topics in
class such as school family and crime ’.
- current A level Sociology student
Sociology is a challenging subject which requires the ability to
answer eight 15 minute essays across two written examinations, as
well as answer short questions based on subject specific
terminology. It is strongly advised that you are working at KS3
Level 5 or higher in English in order to cope with the written/reading
demands of this course.

Sociology is the study of human society, and it draws on a
Assessment
variety of viewpoints in order to understand the social world
You will complete two, 1 hour 45 minute written examinations at the
around us. You will learn about how society shapes people’s
end of Year 11
ideas and behaviour and you will relate this to your own
Paper 1: The Sociology of Families and Education (50%)
experiences of living in British society. You will also investigate
Paper 2: The Sociology of Crime and Deviance and Social
how societies change over time and how society differs across
"
"
Stratification (50%)
cultures.
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ART AND DESIGN
TEXTILES GCSE

Knowledge, Skills and Understanding
During the course you will learn to develop and apply
knowledge and understanding using the following visual and
tactile elements:

Subject Code: Tx
Subject contact: Mrs. R. Rose
Rose@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

colour • line • form •
tone • texture •
shape • pattern
composition •
decoration •
repetition • scale •
structure
. surface

This course will give you the freedom to explore Textile
Design in ways that inspire and bring out the best of your
abilities. The course will equip you with the skills to continue
the subject with confidence at AS, A-level and beyond. Textile
Design is the creation of designs and products for woven,
knitted, stitched, printed or decorative textiles that might have
a functional or non-functional purpose.
Course content

You will demonstrate
the ability to use textile design techniques and processes, in
relation to your portfolio and coursework. For example:

You are required to work in one or more areas of textile
design such as those listed below. You may also explore
overlapping some areas and combinations of skills.

weaving • felting • stitching • appliqué
• construction methods • printing

•"" art textiles
•"" fashion design and illustration
•"" costume design
•"" constructed textiles
•"" printed and dyed textiles
•"" surface pattern
•"" stitched and/or embellished textiles
•"" soft furnishings and/or textiles for interiors
•"" digital textiles
•" installed textiles

You will also use media and materials, as appropriate, for
example:
• inks • yarns • threads • fibres • fabrics • textile materials
. digital imagery
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Assessment objectives

Component 1: Portfolio 60%

Develop your ideas through investigations, demonstrating
critical understanding of sources.

You will develop a coursework portfolio that shows clear
coverage of the four assessment objectives listed. It must
include a sustained project evidencing the journey from an
initial idea, to the identification of intentions and a selection of
work samples. The portfolio will include an outcome such as
an image, artifact or product.

Refine your work by exploring ideas, selecting and
experimenting with appropriate media, materials, techniques
and processes.
Record your ideas, observations and insights relevant to
intentions as work progresses.

Component 2: (externally set assignment) 40%

Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual
language.

You will choose a starting point from an externally set task and
provide a coursework assignment showing coverage of all four
assessment objectives. You will be allowed 10 hours of
supervised class time following a period of initial preparation.
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KEY STAGE 4 TECHNICAL AWARDS
We have 4 Technical Awards for students to study from
September 2021. These courses will particularly appeal to
students who are looking for a course that is more practical.

These courses will require you to be well-organised and have a
real interest in these career paths. It is important that you have
good communication skills to enable you to work in a team, and
the personal skills that allow you to manage your time efficiently.

Like GCSEs, technical awards are studied for 3 years and
incorporate both coursework/project work and a final
examination in Year 11. The final examination equates to
25-40% of your final grade depending on the course you select.

You will be working through school based and externally set
coursework assignments, applying the following approaches:
• Research
• Planning
• Understanding practical tasks
• Review and evaluation

We are offering Technical Awards in the following;
• Creative iMedia - Level 2
• Health & Fitness - NCFE VCert Level 2

All Level 2 Technical Awards are graded

• Health & Social Care - BTEC Level 2
• Travel & Tourism - BTEC Level 2

•
•
•
•

Technical Awards
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Distinction *
Distinction
Merit
Pass

CREATIVE IMEDIA

Unit 2 – Creating digital graphics (25% project based
assessment)

Subject Code: It

Digital graphics are a key part of most digital products. You
will learn the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative
and digital media sector.

Subject contact: Miss D. Lynahping
Lynahping@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
This course will prepare you for a career in the creative digital
industry. It will provide you with the opportunity to apply your
creative skills and develop your independent learning skills.
This Technical Award is suitable for students who have an
interest in the creative side of IT and those who wish to pursue
a career in the digital world.
Course content: Students will complete four units of work.
Unit 1 – Pre-production skills (25% written examination)
You will learn how to plan pre-production effectively, including
understanding client requirements and reviewing preproduction briefs. You will use this knowledge in the further 3
units when you develop your own media products. This unit
also provides
excellent
transferable skills
such as project
planning which
will be useful in a
wide variety of
contexts.

Unit 3 – Creating a multipage website (25% - project
based assessment)
This unit will enable you to understand the basics of creating
multipage websites. You will then create a functional, intuitive
and aesthetically pleasing website against a client brief.
Unit 4 - Creating interactive multimedia products (25% project based assessment)
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Now used in a wide range of products, you will learn where
and why interactive products are used and their different
features. You will then plan and create interactive multimedia
products, reviewing their solution against the brief

HEALTH & FITNESS LEVEL1/2
Subject Contact: Mrs C Whitear

Subject Code: Hf

Whitear@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk

This qualification is appropriate for learners who are looking to develop a significant core of knowledge and understanding in
health and fitness and be able to apply their learning in a 90 minute written exam and project-based coursework. The qualification will appeal to
learners who wish to pursue a career in the health and fitness sector or progress to further study. This qualification is designed to match the rigour
and challenge of GCSE study. The qualification is graded at Level 1 Pass/Merit/Distinction/Distinction* and Level 2 Pass/Merit/Distinction
/Distinction* (equivalent to GCSE grades 8.5-1). A minimum of a level 1 Pass must be achieved
in both unit 1 and 2 to pass the course. If a Not Yet Achieved is given, the pupil will not pass the
course. Due to how the course is assessed pupils will need to achieve a minimum standard of a
4 in PE, Science and English at the end of year 8 to access gain the most out of the course.

Course structure

Unit weighting

Overview of unit content
•

Unit 1

•

40%
Body Systems and

•
•

Principles of Training

•
•
•

Unit 2

•

60%
Preparing and Planning
for Health and Fitness

•

•
•
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The structure and function of the
skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular,
respiratory and energy systems.
The immediate, short and long term
effects of health and fitness activities
on each of the body systems.
What is Health and Fitness?
Components of health and skill related
fitness
The principles of training and FITT
The impact of lifestyle on health and
fitness (e.g. activity levels, diet)
How to test and develop components
of fitness and use data effectively
Training methods (e.g. circuit, Fartlek,
continuous, interval, weight)
Optimising a health and fitness
programme (e.g. heart rate training
zones)
How to apply health and fitness
analyses and set goals
The structure of a health and fitness
programme and how to prepare safely

How am I assessed?

•

90 minute written exam (externally
set and assessed)

•

Synoptic project – 5 tasks
(internally assessed and externally
moderated)
Evidence can include a range of written
work, imovies, videos and
presentations

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
BTEC LEVEL 2

This course will provide the necessary foundation to further
education courses such as A-level Health & Social Care and
careers such as Paramedic, Nursing or Midwifery.

Subject Code: Hs
Subject contact: Miss A.Holland
Holland@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
Never before has there been a more relevant time to study
Health and Social care. This course will enable you to develop
a deep understanding of the Health and Social Care services
that are available n the UK.
If you want to make a difference and are interested in working
with people, or want to care for and help others in relation to
their health and well-being, you will find this course fascinating
and valuable.
Assessment

During this course you will learn how people grow and develop
throughout their lives, not only physically but also intellectually,
emotionally and socially. You will also learn about the
personal relationships people have during their lives and the
impact these have on a person’s well-being.

Written Examination (40%)
Health and Wellbeing
Coursework Component 1 (30%)
Human Lifespan Development.

This knowledge should help you understand others and will
enable you to understand yourself more. You will also carry
out an in-depth investigation into the needs of a service user,
and explore how a health, social care or early years ‘
organisation meets their needs

Coursework Component 2 (30%)
Health and Social Care Services
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TRAVEL & TOURISM
BTEC LEVEL 2

During the course you will carry out investigations into the
Travel and Tourism Sector, research UK and International
destinations popular to visitors and look at how customer
service is delivered by organisations.

Subject Code: Tt

Educational visits are made to various UK destinations
throughout the course to look at the facilities and infrastructure
provided for tourists and the delivery of customer service from
a variety of service industry organisations.

Subject contact: Ms. J. Dean
Dean@blenheim.surrey.sch.uk
This BTEC course follows the Edexcel BTEC Level 1/ Level 2
First Award. BTEC Firsts are NQF career based qualifications
designed to provide specialist work-related qualifications in a
range of sectors.

Assessment
UK Travel and Tourism Destinations (25%)
Year 10 , Internally assessed Coursework

By choosing this BTEC course you will develop skills that you
will use in the workplace such as; self-management, team
working, business and customer awareness, problem solving,
communication and literacy, application of numeracy and IT
skills.

International Travel and Tourism Destinations (25%)
Year 10 Internally assessed Coursework
The Travel and Tourism Customer Experience (25%)
Year 11 Internally assessed Coursework

‘BTEC Travel &
Tourism will complement my
love of foreign languages. I
am thinking of working
abroad when I am older.’

The UK Travel and Tourism Sector (25%)
1 hour examination in Year 11
Progression from this BTEC Level 2 course can lead on to the
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate in the 6th Form. Careers in
this sector include: Event Manager, Travel Consultant, Airline
Cabin Crew, Theme Park Host and Hotel and Restaurant
Assistants.

- Year 10 student
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HOW TO FILL IN THE OPTIONS FORM
PLEASE FOLLOW STEPS 1 - 6 BELOW
A pathway will be
suggested for you but
you can consider
either pathway

2. Tick ONE
box for each
option

2. Tick ONE
box from this
group

3. List the TWO options
you have chosen here,
using the full course
name ,including the
subject code e.g Dance
(Dn) IN ORDER OF
PREFERENCE

3. List the 3
options you
have chosen
here, using the
full course
name ,including
the subject
code e.g Dance
(Dn)IN ORDER
OF
PREFERENCE

1. Tick the pathway you
have chosen and then follow
the left or right hand column
on the options form.

4. You MUST pick 2
reserve subjects
regardless of the
pathway you chose

6. Upload a photo of form to the Year 8 Options Showbie
Group CACR4 by FRIDAY 19TH MARCH 2021.

5. SIGN your form
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What happens if I decide I want to change my options?
Options can be changed up to 18th December 2021, if there is
space in the new class and under consultation with parents
and carers and the Head of Department. However we do
discourage students from making changes, as you would have
to catch up on work missed in the new subject very quickly so
as not to be at a disadvantage. If a group is full a waiting list
will be added.

How will I be supported to make the right choices?
During the Spring term we will be running a number
of career sessions, assemblies, and tutor
time activities to support you to
help you make the right choices.
We will also be providing advice
and guidance to parents and
carers.

What happens if I do not get my chosen options? Will you
have enough capacity to support demand?
The timetable is written around your options and
we try to ensure that everyone gets their first
choices. Where this is not possible, we will
use your reserve choice, so it is essential
that this is a subject which you would be
happy to study for three years.

Why is single science not an option?
Blenheim students join us well above the
expected national average. We continually aim to
ensure that you are challenged and have aspirational
goals. To this end, we will only enter you for Combined
Science.
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Can I study two Technology Options?
This is not advised by the Head of Department due to the
level of course work that needs to be produced and the similar
nature of the course content.

Over the three years, how will you ensure that I retain all
the knowledge for the final linear GCSE examinations?
You will be regularly assessed over the three year course.
Regular revision and consolidation is written and planned into
all our GCSE and technical courses. Key asessments will be
completed each half term with Mock Exams held in both Year
10 and 11.

Can I study Computing and Information Technology?
These two courses are viewed as the same type of course but
have different content therefore you can only study either
Computing or Information Technology..

How will Core PE be delivered?
You will have three lessons over two weeks which will take
place on the school site. You will be offered a carousel of
sports to take part in.

Can I study two foreign languages?
Yes, you can study a second language, If you have not
studied the second language before, you need to have a
conversation with Miss
Riley,Assistant
Headteacher, to make sure
you understand the
challenge you are taking on,
and are fully aware of the
commitment that is required.
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