
 

 

 

Year 7 Literacy and Numeracy Catch-up Premium 

Summary information (2019-20) 

Total Catch-up budget £ TBC 

 

Summary information (2018-19) 

Total Catch-up budget £15,494 

The literacy and numeracy catch-up premium gives state-funded schools, including special 
schools and alternative provision settings, additional funding to support Year 7 students who did 
not achieve the expected standard in reading or maths at the end of KS2.  

We identify students who need extra support in literacy and/or numeracy at the start of Year 7 
and provide tailored support including the following activities:  

1. Additional small group and one-to-one English language and phonics intervention support 
delivered by highly experienced and specialist staff;  

2. Literacy resources and early literacy intervention;  
3. Additional one-to-one reading programmes. 

We continually review the best means to improve the achievement of all our students with 
special regard to those who are identified as achieving less than the expected standard in reading 
or maths. 

 

2019 Literacy Catch- Up Plan 

There are four possible routes for low- attainers on entry. Students below 100 in reading are 
either supported by SEND withdrawal, Literacy Catch-up, EAL support or within the English 
curriculum. There are 60 identified students for Literacy. 

 



1: SEND (12) 

Identification:  

We highlight those students with SAS below 85 as needing Literacy support. We liaise with MFL 

on the findings and the final list is usually made up of 2 small groups.  

SAS between 85-90- we offer guided reading withdrawal/Lexia/Wordshark intervention. 

All students being offered intervention are placed on the SEN support register (letters sent to 

parents) and passports issued. Students with an EHCP are usually offered all types of 

intervention that is relevant to their need. 

Furthermore, on entry to Blenheim, all year 7s take an online based reading and spelling test 

(The New Group Reading Test (NGRT) enables us to assess the students' reading and 

comprehension skills in a single test – helping to identify those students who may need further 

support and benchmarking their performance against other students of the same age. The 

Group Spelling Test (NGST) is used to assess and monitor pupils’ spelling skills. This helps to 

identify areas for improvement and aid target setting. The results are reported instantly and 

then exported to excel. This test is carried out once a term to measure progress. 

SEND literacy intervention programmes: 

KS3- Read Write Inc. and Alpha 2 Omega (phonics based programme which teaches children to 

read accurately and fluently with good comprehension. They learn to form each letter, spell 

correctly, and compose their ideas step-by-step). The students follow the programme for the 

entire academic year. They are assessed in line with school policy- tri-weekly and KAs. Progress 

is measured from the NGRT and NGST. 

Lexia Strategies – web-based literacy programme focused on the rereading skills of the 

students. The content is personalised to their level and also allows readers to improve their 

skills through decoding, vocabulary development and comprehension activities (this is offered 

to KS3 – twice a week before school). 

Wordshark – Web-based literacy programme which helps to improve spelling (AM 

intervention). 

Guided Reading withdrawal – Based on the reading age of the pupil, they will read the book 

appropriate for their stage and progress through the stages over time. A reading log and 

register is kept for each student. Over time, students develop comprehension skills by 

answering specific questions about character, setting, time, plot, the conflict and resolution in 

the story and the ending. 

Study / Memory Skills – Students who were highlighted from primary school as struggling with 

their short term memory or who may have a diagnosis in Dyslexia or ADHD are usually put 

forward for this AM intervention.  

 

 

2: Literacy Catch- up (44) 



For those on the Literacy catch-up scheme: students below 99 in reading are withdrawn for 1 
lesson every 2 weeks to focus on fluency and speed. They are given a baseline test at the 
start of this programme. They begin on stage 2 and aim to reach stage 4 to catch-up. A stage 
takes 8 weeks to complete. In every session they sit a speed test to track their progress, this 
also helps determine their progression in comprehension as they must answer 4 questions on 
the extract they are presented with, without referring back to the text. There is a test at the 
end to ascertain progress. The format of this is both individual tuition and small group- 
tuition. This is undertaken and tracked by Chelcie Franks our catch- up facilitator. 

3: EAL support (1) 

There is currently 1 student who is sub- 100 in reading, who is also identified as EAL. They 
receive EAL support. EAL support is withdrawal from Humanities or Languages to focus on 
phonetics, reading and general literacy.  

4: English Curriculum (3) 

The 98-99 group is delivered in the English curriculum with some students (tbc in October) 
being selected for the Micro Wave diagnose therapy testing schedule. This is a unit of work 
that addresses the weaker skills in reading.  

 

Last Year 2018-19 

Last year funding was allocated for extra staffing across the curriculum. After reviewing the 
impact of pupil Premium one to one tuition, it was decided that the impact there was 
significant and therefore we should replicate this for our catch up students.  For 2019-2020, 
this means more effective deployment in a smaller group or one to one setting. 

 


